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City candidates get ready
Many candidates run unopposed; Paris city council candidates square up for Tuesday

EXTRA, EXTRA, READ ALL ABOUT IT

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Characters in the musical “Newsies” renew their determination to continue the struggle for a fair deal for the 
street urchins trying to scrape together a meager living selling newspapers. Left to right, Graham Templeton, Sean 
Blair, Bryce Gladding and Hannah Bowers.

“Newsies” hits the stage

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Paris is one of the few plac-
es in Edgar County where 
voters have a choice among 
candidates in the April 2 elec-
tion for city council.

All candidates, except one, 
responded to a request for 
information and answers to 
questions. Jacob DuCharme, 
candidate for a city council 
seat, did not respond.

Candidates are: Craig 
Smith, an attorney, is the 
incumbent mayor and he is 
running for re-election; Dan-
ny Briseno is a candidate for 
mayor; Bob Boyer, retired, 
is an incumbent city council 

member running for re-elec-
tion; Jerry Branson, an elec-
trician, is an incumbent city 
council member running for 
re-election; Harry Hughes, a 
banker, is an incumbent city 
council member running for 
re-election; Steve Kemper 
is an incumbent city council 
member running for re-elec-
tion; and Drew Griffin, an 
attorney, is running for a seat 
on the city council.

Question: What infrastruc-
ture needs have the highest 
priority for the city’s limited 
resources? Such as higher qual-
ity street resurfacing, expanded 
street lighting, replace side-

walks, expand park facilities, 
add to sewage treatment capac-
ity, etc.

S m i t h : 
The City 
of Paris has 
n u m e r o u s 
high priority 
infrastr uc-
ture needs 
and limited 
financial re-

sources to meet all of those 
needs. Therefore, we have 
established long range plan-
ning in order to partner with 
the State of Illinois and the 
federal government to obtain 
grants and appropriations to 
help us with those needs. We 

use motor fuel tax dollars to 
help resurfacing streets, have 
been successful with Street-
scape Grants for sidewalks 
around downtown and we 
are seeking future grants. We 
need to continue to improve 
our contacts and relation-
ships with Springfield office 
holders and federal office 
holders to help us with our 
infrastructure needs in the 
future.  

Briseno: I want to com-
mend the city on its upcom-
ing streetscape project. It will 
truly revitalize the north side 
of our city square and restore 
it to a place of beauty. How-
ever, we cannot just limit 

it to the downtown area. A 
quick walk or ride through 
our city and one can quickly 

see there are 
many other 
streets and 
s i d e w a l k s 
that are at 
or close to 
disrepair. I 
believe that 
f u n d i n g 

needs to be procured and a 
schedule set up to complete 
the repairs needed in a timely 
manner.

Boyer: My priority is 
street resurfacing, sidewalks 
and park facilities in that 

SMITH BRISENO

See COUNCIL, Page 7A

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Paris High School’s spring musi-
cal, “Newsies,” the Broadway musi-
cal inspired by the real-life newsboys 
strike of 1899, is in final rehearsals, 
with the show scheduled at 7 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday April 5-6, 1 p.m. 
Saturday, April 6 and 2 p.m. Sunday, 
April 7 at Paris Center of Fine Arts.

Based on the 1992 musical film 
by the same name, the show features 
music by Alan Menken, lyrics by 
Jack Feldman and book by Harvey 
Fierstein, according to PHS director 
Tanner Laughlin who admitted the 
musical is a dream show for him.

“I saw it in New York City a few 
years ago during one of our drama 
student trips,” Laughlin said. “I told 
Agnes (Wright, assistant director) at 
the time one of these days I’m going 
to direct it and here we are.”

There are 48 actors on stage for 
the musical who have been working 
diligently since rehearsls began Jan. 
7, Laughlin said. In addition to the 
on-stage students, there are seven 
students working backstage and 10 
in the orchestra.

In addition to being assisted by 
Wright, orchestra director is Jessica 
Hendrickson and choreographer 
is Jane Smittkamp. Alex Elmore is 
lighting director and Eric Hendrick-
son is in charge of sound. Stage 
manager is PHS sophomore Shane 
Crunk. The sets — including a mov-

ing printing press were constructed 
by Dave Speicher. Grand Ball Cos-
tumes and More in Charleston built 
the costume plot for the first time for 
the Paris show.

The newsboys' strike of 1899 
was a youth-led campaign to force 
change in the way that Joseph Pulit-
zer and William Randolph Hearst's 
newspapers compensated their child 
labor force of newspaper hawkers. 
The strikers demonstrated across 

the Brooklyn Bridge for several days, 
effectively bringing traffic to a stand-
still, along with the news distribution 
for many New England cities. The 
strike lasted two weeks, causing Pu-
litzer's New York World to decrease 
its circulation from 360,000 papers 
sold per day to 125,000. Although 
the price of papers was not lowered, 
the strike was successful in forcing 
the World and Journal to offer full 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
The newsboys of New York are determined to defy authority in their 
struggle for fair pay. “Newsies” is the Paris High School spring musical 
production.

See NEWSIES, Page 12A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – Months of an-
guish about what to do regard-
ing the Northern Edgar County 
Ambulance Service (NECAS) 
reached a turning point within the 
last two weeks.

The NECAS board met with 
fire trustees from the Chrisman, 
Hume and Metcalf fire protec-
tion districts in a special meeting 
March 19 to explain a case for the 
fire districts levying an ambulance 
support tax. It was apparent the 
fire trustees had little taste for that 
option.

During the regular NECAS 
board meeting Tuesday, March 
26, the discussion returned to the 
ambulance service forming its 
own special service area and col-
lecting taxes directly. NECAS was 
originally formed as an all-volun-
teer service with funding coming 
from the townships and commu-
nities of northern Edgar County. 
It is not currently authorized to 
collect taxes.

“I want to fund this thing, but I 
don’t want to act like we are rob-
bing people, either,” said board 
president Kevin Julian.

Other board members stated 
an urgency to move forward with 
something since they had little 
confidence the fire trustees were 
prepared to tax for the ambulance. 
They were also concerned a tax 
from the fire districts will take two 
years before revenue starts flow-
ing and there is doubt the finan-
cially struggling service can hang 
on that long.

NECAS coordinator Jeremy 
Neal said the service collects ap-
proximately $200,000 annually 
by billing insurance companies 
for runs. He added 67 percent of 
the NECAS ambulance runs are 
for Medicare patients and 19 per-
cent are people on Medicaid. That 
leaves 14 percent of the runs that 
are not at cost or below cost to 
provide the service. Medicaid, he 
said, pays less than what it costs to 
send out the ambulance and per-
sonnel. 

During the meeting with the 
fire trustees, Neal explained 

Special
service area 
possible for  
NECAS

See NECAS, Page 8A

BY NED JENSION
njenison@mac.com 

The city has a new fire-
fighter, the Paris to Equity to 
Chrisman water line is offi-
cially a project and two more 
abandoned houses are about 
to be cleared away.

These were some of the 
highlights of Monday’s Paris 
City Council session.

Braden Puckett, originally 
from Effingham, was official-
ly sworn in by Mayor Craig 
Smith as the city’s newest 
fireman, returning the depart-
ment to its previously-autho-
rized strength. A large number 
of family and friends, as well 

as associates from the Paris 
Fire Department, were on 
hand for the ceremony. Public 
Health and Safety Commis-
sioner Bob Boyer noted that 
Puckett comes to the force 
ready for all duties, since he 
previously competed the 
state’s fire institute training 
program.

The council approved an 
agreement with Paris civil en-
gineers Francis Associates to 
begin design work and other 
tasks to prepare for bids on 
building the new water line 
north of Paris. The project will 
provide the Paris water supply 
to The Equity businesses at 

Horace, including a proposed 
new plant to produce fertiliz-
er.

It also will continue north 
along Route One to the Route 
36 intersection at the south 
edge of Chrisman. Here it will 
deliver treated water into the 
Chrisman distribution system 
and replace the city’s well wa-
ter supply which has difficulty 
in meeting Illinois EPA stan-
dards.

The work will be financed 
by money remaining in the 
city’s revolving loan fund and 
an Illinois EPA loan. Depend-
ing on how soon the IEPA 
loan is available, construction 

could start late this summer 
or in the fall, according to Bob 
Colvin of Francis Associates.

The council made another 
move to assist further expan-
sion of The Equity facilities. 
It approved an agreement 
with The Development Con-
sortium to prepare an exten-
sion of the current Enterprise 
Zone to cover all of The Equi-
ty property. Enterprise Zone 
provisions can assist major 
industrial building projects.

Vacant properties at 304 
East VanBuren and 331 Union 
Street will be torn down after 
the city acquired these hous-
es. The council approved bids 

by Bell and Bell Demolition 
of $7,850 for the VanBuren 
property, and $8,845 for the 
Union Street house.

The city is exploring the 
possibility of lowering its own 
utility costs. The council au-
thorized the Good Energy or-
ganization to seek alternative 
bids to supply the city’s use of 
natural gas, and electricity for 
the city’s street-lighting net-
work. Both currently are sup-
plied by Ameren Illinois. City 
manager Mike Martin said 
Good Energy believes the city 
might save more than $2,000 
per year.

New hire puts fire department at full strength

See PARIS, Page 8A



MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the Ed-
gar County Farm Bureau building, 
210 W. Washington, Paris. Weigh-in 
starts at 5 p.m. and the meeting 
begins at 5:30 p.m. Information 
about the Weight Watchers system 
is available at www.weightwatch-
ers.com, or by attending a meeting.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The weekly VFW Auxiliary dinner 

2A |  SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 2019    |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netWEATHER/CALENDAR

PARENT WORKSHOP FOR KINDERGARTEN APR. 10
Normally, the Terre Haute Children’s Museum offers programs to 
help toddlers and young children with developmental skills.
In a bit of a departure, the museum has scheduled a workshop 
specifically for parents. Secrets to Success in Kindergarten and 
Beyond is 6:30-8:30 p.m. April 10. The adult workshop provides 
both theory and practical activities to help children grow and 
thrive in kindergarten where the foundation is created for all 
future learning. Parents are a child’s first and most important 
teachers and future academic success begins at home. Through 
the workshop, parents will learn ways to actively participate in 
their child’s early education, increasing their child’s cognitive, 
health, social and physical skills through playful learning.
Advance registration is required at www.thechildrensmuseum.
com/secret/

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

49   27
Prec: 80%

43   26
Prec: 0%

52   34
Prec: 0%

59   39
Prec: 0%

62   44
Prec: 0%

64   47
Prec: 30%

62   39
Prec: 30%

TODAY — Cloudy, breezy, and rainy with 
most of the showers coming to an end 
through the afternoon. Temperatures fall 
through the afternoon.

SUNDAY — Sunny and cool with highs only 
reaching the lower 40s.

MONDAY — Temperatures climb back into 
the lower 50s under sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:39 a.m. 7:13 p.m. 3:57 a.m. 1:56 p.m.

FRIDAY 6:37 a.m. 7:14 p.m. 4:34 a.m. 2:52 p.m.

SATURDAY 6:35 a.m. 7:15 p.m. 5:08 a.m. 3:50 p.m.

SUNDAY 6:34 a.m. 7:16 p.m. 5:38 a.m. 4:47 p.m.

MONDAY 6:32 a.m. 7:17 p.m. 6:06 a.m. 5:45 apm.

TUESDAY 6:31 a.m. 7:18 p.m. 6:34 a.m. 6:44 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:29 a.m. 7:19 p.m. 7:01 a.m. 7:44 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57°/36°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85° in 1986
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17° in 1964

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.44”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.79”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.10”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7.52”

NORMAL:    High: 57   Low: 36     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather  

Prognosticator 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US
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Ave., Paris, IL  61944
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is 5-7 p.m. at the post home on 
West Court Street. This week’s 
menu is pork loin, a white or 
wheat roll, mashed potatoes 
with pork gravy plus dressing or 
stewed apples or carrots. The 
cost is $5. Drinks are 50 cents 
and dessert is $1.

UPCOMING

BROCTON RED BARN MARKET
The 19th Brocton Red Barn 
Market featuring a juried event 
of more than 50 vendors selling 
antiques and crafts is 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. April 5 and 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
April 6. For more information 
call 217-385-2450 or visit www.
broctonil.org.

ROSE HULMAN JAZZ BAND
The Rose Hulman Jazz Band is in 
concert playing the big hits of the 
1930s and 1940s 7-9 p.m. March 
30 in the Paris Center of Fine 

Arts. Ticket information at www.
pcofa.net/copy-of-box-office.

SOUP SUPPER BENEFIT
The Grandview Fire Department 
is having a soup supper 4-8 p.m. 
March 30 at the fire station. All 
proceeds benefit the department.

HCE SCHOLARSHIP DUE
The Edgar County Home and 
Community Education Scholar-
ship applications are due in the 
extension office by April 1.

FREE CPR/AED CLASS
Horizon Health is offering a free 
adult CPR/AED course 8b a.m.-1 
p.m. Monday, April 1, in Confer-
ence Room D, on the second floor 
of Paris Community Hospital. 
This non-healthcare provider 
course is for the community only 
and teaches basic CPR and the 
use of an automated external de-
fibrillator (AED), which is used in 

cases of life threatening cardiac 
events. Participants will receive 
a certificate of completion 
following the class, which is free. 
An official CPR/AED certification 
card from the American Heart 
Association is optional for $25. 
To register for the class, email 
Whitney Sprinkle at WSprinkle@
myhorizonhealth.org or call 217-
466-4045. When calling, leave 
your name and phone number to 
be automatically registered.

MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE 
Marshall Public Library is offering 
a free Youth Mental Health First 
Aid certification workshop 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. April 6 taught 
by Clark County Deputy and 
certified Mental Health Trainer 
Derrick Sandera. The session will 
help prepare participants to re-
spond to a mental illness and/or 
substance abuse disorder by rec-
ognizing signs and symptoms of 
adolescent mental or substance 
abuse illnesses. The workshop 
is free but seating is limited and 
advance registration is required. 
April 1 is the deadline to register. 
Registration may be completed 
by calling the library at 217-826-
2535 or online via Facebook or 
the library’s webpage.

RIGHT TO LIFE RUMMAGE SALE
Edgar County Right to Life’s 
Annual Rummage Sale is 3-7 p.m. 
April 5 and 9 a.m.-noon April 
6 at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall, Paris. Proceeds support the 
ministries of Illinois Right to Life, 
National Right to Life, Students 
for Life and Choices Pregnancy & 
Health in Paris. 

EXTENSION OFFERS SOIL 
TESTING
The Edgar County and Clark 
County Extension offices are 
offering soil testing for lawn, 
vegetable garden or flower 
beds. The tests measure for pH, 
phosphorus, potassium and 
organic matter. Samples may be 
delivered to the extension offices 
during normal hours between 
April 1 and April 5 with results 
mailed directly to the homeowner 
in about three weeks. There is a 
$10 fee per sample. Instructions 
for how to collect soil samples 
may be found at go.illinois.edu/
dirt. More information is available 
by calling the Edgar County 
office, 217-465-8585 or the Clark 
County office, 217-826-5422.

MUSEUM BABY EXPLORER
Children love to play in the dirt 
and the Terre Haute Children’s 
Museum is offering a Baby Ex-
plorer Digging into Dirt program 
for children from 0 to age two 
and their caregivers. It is an op-
portunity to engage with a little 
one for exploring and nurturing 
early learning through play. More 
information at www.thechil-
drensmuseum.com/category/
baby-explorer

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

What can you 
expect with a home 
loan from First Mid? 
•  EASE OF APPLYING ONLINE! 

•  VARIETY OF FINANCING OPTIONS

•  Personal service from a LOCAL 
KNOWLEDGEABLE LENDER.

Visit our Online
Mortgage Center at 
FIRSTMID.COM

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.

ELECT
Brad Adams
Crestwood Unit 4

School Board

I appreciate 
your vote on

April 2, 2019
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VOTE  April 2, 2019

RE-Elect
Craig Smith

for Mayor
“We have many accomplishments, 

but together we can accomplish 
much more in the future”

RE-Elect

for Mayor

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

It was not a social call March 
24 when officers from the Ed-
gar County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment and the Paris Police De-
partment paid a surprise visit 
to 1805 S. Main, Paris.

Armed with a search war-
rant officers put an end to one 
location that was selling crys-
tal methamphetamine. Owen 
D. Hawkins, 36, and Dawn M. 
Ordiway, 34, residents of the 
home were arrested and are 
facing multiple Class X felony 
charges alleging trafficking in 
methamphetamine. Robert 
Lovell, 21, Chrisman, was also 
arrested on a methamphet-
amine charge. 

Two other people, Matthew 
T. Hamrick, 18, Oakland, and 
Jody Frayser, 38, Robinson, 

were present and detained 
on outstanding warrants but 
were not charged with any 

methamphet-
amine offens-
es stemming 
from the raid.

“We had to 
force entry,” 
said Deputy 
Dee Burgin. 
“The selling 

operation was in the base-
ment.”

Burgin said all five adults 
and two juveniles were in the 
basement. The juveniles were 
placed into the care of the 
Department of Children and 
Family Services (DCFS).

“They were children that 
shouldn’t have been there,” 
said Sheriff Jeff Wood.

When police entered the 

space they spotted several 
items that appeared to be 
semi-automatic handguns 

within easy 
reach of those 
arrested. The 
guns were BB 
pistols and 
Burgin said it 
was fortunate 
none of those 
present ap-

peared to reach for the highly 
realistic looking pistols.

“One looked like the Colt 
45 I carry,” said Wood. “It even 
said Colt on the side.”

“Everybody obeyed our 
commands and we were able 
to secure the scene without 
incident,” added Burgin. 

Police recovered several 
digital scales, baggies, more 
than 200 grams of crystal 

methamphetamine and some 
cash – all indicative of a traf-
ficking operation. Officers 

confirmed no 
methamphet-
amine was 
being made 
at the loca-
tion.

Also found 
were syringes 
loaded with 

liquid methamphetamine for 
personal use.

“The crystals have to be 
melted down in a spoon, and 
they fill several syringes at 
a time for use,” said Wood. 
“They were insulin type sy-
ringes and they were found in 
a makeup case.”

Police also seized the cell 
phones of all five people ar-
rested. Burgin said once a 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Two of the people arrest-
ed in the methamphetamine 
raid Sunday, March 24, are 
facing the possibility of a long 
stretch in prison.

Owen D. Hawkins and 
Dawn M. Oridway appeared 
in custody before Judge Ste-
ven L. Garst for a bond setting 
hearing and a reading of the 
charges Tuesday, March 26. 
Both defendants waived their 
rights to have a court reporter 
and public defender present 
in order to move ahead with 
setting bond

Hawkins, 36, Paris, is 
charged with three Class X 
felonies. One charge alleges 
delivery or intent to deliver 
methamphetamine of more 
than 100 grams but less than 
400 grams, and conviction on 
this charge carries an auto-
matic prison sentence of be-
tween nine and 40 years. The 
second Class X charge is pos-
session of methamphetamine 
between 100 and 400 grams, 
with a mandatory sentencing 
range of between six and 30 
years. The third Class X felony 
is methamphetamine traffick-

ing alleging he brought into 
Illinois more than 100 but 
less than 400 grams of meth-
amphetamine for the purpose 
of delivery, and this carries a 
mandatory prison sentence of 
between 18 and 80 years.

A fourth count in the 
charging document is a Class 
3 felony of a felon in posses-
sion of ammunition, which 
also carries a mandatory sen-
tence of two to five years in 
prison because of Hawkins’ 
criminal history.

Edgar County State’s At-
torney Mark Isaf provided 
Garst with information from 
the police reports. While ex-
ecuting the search warrant, 
police found a large bag of 
crystals that field tested pos-
itive as methamphetamine. 
The weight of the bag ex-
ceeded 200 grams. A weight 
of 200 grams is just short of a 
half-pound. 

Isaf told the court Haw-
kins and Ordiway confirmed 
during interviews with the 
police they caused the meth-
amphetamine to be brought 
into the state to sell it and 
make money.

“They had been selling 

meth for a month prior to the 
arrest,” said Isaf.

Hawkins informed the 
court he can probably post 
$2,000 in bond. Isaf object-
ed to that low of an amount 
given the seriousness of the 
allegations.

“The charges he faces do 
not have the possibility of 
probation. Given the level of 
offenses, there is a possibility 
of flight,” said Isaf, asking for a 
$50,000 bond. 

Garst agreed and set bond 
at $50,000. Hawkins’ case was 
continued until April 4, and 
he was remanded to custody.

Ordiway, 34, Paris, was 
charged with the same Class 
X felonies as Hawkins, in ad-
dition she has a Class A mis-
demeanor resisting a peace 
officer charge from a separate 
incident. 

Her bond was set  at 
$30,000 and her next appear-
ance is April 4. She was re-
manded to custody.

Robert Lovell, 21, Chris-
man, was one of five people 
arrested at the scene of the 
raid. He was charged with a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
less than five grams of meth 

and a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia. He also waived a court 
reporter and public defender 
for purposes of setting bond.

Isaf told the court Lovell 
had a straw that was convert-
ed for smoking methamphet-
amine and a digital scale on 
his person when searched 
by the police. The defendant 
told police the residue on 
each object was metham-
phetamine.

A $5,000 bond was set for 
Lovell, and he qualifies for the 
$30 daily credit toward bond. 
He may not be able to bond 
out because the Edgar Coun-
ty Jail received a parole hold 
on Lovell from the Illinois 
Department of Corrections.

Lovell was on parole from 
prison for three methamphet-
amine related felony convic-
tions out of Clark County 
when he was arrested. 

Matthew T. Hamrick, 18, 
Oakland, and Jody Frayser, 
38, Robinson, were at the lo-
cation during the raid. They 
was arrested on outstanding 
warrants but are not facing 
any charges stemming from 
the incident.  

Teamwork stops meth trafficking site
search warrant is secured po-
lice will go through all of the 
phones to identify everyone 
the arrested people had as 
contacts and look for a pattern 
of calls likely to expand the 
scope of the investigation.

This case moved rather 
quickly, but others can drag 
on for months as law enforce-
ment gathers enough evi-
dence to secure a warrant. 

Burgin took an anonymous 
tip from a caller to the jail re-
garding an unusually large 
amount of traffic in an out of 
1805 S. Main and immediate-
ly reached out to Wood and a 
colleague on the Paris Police 
Department. Officers pooled 
resources and set up surveil-
lance on the property. When 
the search warrant was served 
at 8:13 p.m. Sunday, March 
24, a total of nine officers from 
the sheriff ’s department and 
the police department partic-
ipated in the raid. 

“The Paris Police Depart-

ment was with us every step 
of the way,” said Burgin. “Nei-
ther agency has enough staff. 
When one opens a case, the 
other gets involved.”

Wood agreed, noting this 
was neither a sheriff ’s depart-
ment nor a police department 
operation.

“It’s just local law enforce-
ment working to protect the 
community,” said Wood.

The raid and arrest March 
24 is the not the end of the 
matter. Burgin said the po-
lice department, the sheriff ’s 
department and DCFS are 
continuing the investigation 
at the local level, and Tuesday, 
March 26, the federal Drug 
Enforcement Agency (DEA) 
expressed interest because of 
the interstate trafficking an-
gle. 

People with information 
about clandestine drug use 
or observations of suspicious 
activities are encouraged to 
call local authorities.

HAWKINS LOVELL ORDIWAY

Class X felony charges filed after drug raid  
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Stay safe while working outdoors. 
Always call JULIE at 811 before 
you dig.

Don’t wait! There is no charge for these services.

NOT UNTIL YOU CALL 811

Can You Dig It?

RE-ELECT

Harry Hughes
Paris City Commissioner

• Lifelong Paris Resident 

• Former School Board         
   Member
• President of Laker 
   Stadium Board

• President of Paris Center      
   of Fine Arts Board 

• Community Youth Leader

Harry is a passionate voice for all Paris citizens.  
On Tuesday, Re-elect 

Harry Hughes, Paris City Council

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

PLEASE   RE-ELECT
AMY ISAF

DISTRICT 95 SCHOOL BOARD

* District 95 School Board Member since 2010

* University of Wisconsin, B.A. 1989

* Northern Illinois College of Law, J.D. 1992

* State of Indiana Bar Member 1992

* Mother to Salem (PHS Class of 2017) and  
  Sarah (PHS Class of 2020)

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Individuals appearing be-
fore the bench during the 
March 18, 21 and 22 court calls 
in Edgar County Circuit Court 
were: 

IN CUSTODY
nAlexandra J. Behiter, 25, 

Brocton, appeared in custody. 
She pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of a 
hypodermic syringe charges. 
The matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference. 

Behiter’s unresolved Class 

Cases appearing in Edgar County Circuit Court
3 felony threatening a public 
official, a Class 3 felony aggra-
vated battery, a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine, a Class A misdemean-
or unlawful use of a weapon, 
three separate counts of a Class 
A misdemeanor possession 
of a hypodermic syringe, a 
Class A misdemeanor battery, 
a Class C misdemeanor dis-
orderly conduct and a Class C 
misdemeanor assault charges 
were continued for a pretrial 
conference. She was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nJoseph W. Bitton, 24, 

Dana, Ind., appeared in custo-
dy and was presented with a 
petition to revoke his court su-
pervision sentence for a Class 
A misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of an intoxicating 
compound conviction. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed. The matter was continued 
for a first appearance with 
counsel. He was granted a per-
sonal recognizance bond and 
remanded to custody pending 
release processing.
nKatelynn M. Bowman, 

22, Paris, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. Her unresolved 
charges of a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of drug parapherna-
lia were continued for a pretrial 
conference. 

In a new case, Bowman 
was charged with a Class 3 

felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class B 
misdemeanor possession of 
cannabis. The public defender 
was appointed and bond was 
set at $10,000. The matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. She was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nDustin C. Craig, 38, Paris, 

appeared in custody for miss-
ing a previous court appear-
ance. His motion for release 
on reduced bond was denied. 
His unresolved two counts of a 
Class 2 felony violating the sex 
offender registry were contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nMegan C. Cusick, 23, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 3 felo-
ny possession of methamphet-
amine. By agreement, bond 
was reduced to $5,000 from 
the original $10,000 amount. 
The matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference and she was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nDallas L. DeWeese, 32, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 2 fel-
ony aggravated domestic bat-
tery, a Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery and a Class 
A misdemeanor interfering 
with the reporting of domestic 
violence charges. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing. De-
Weese’s unresolved Class A 
misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery charge was continued for 
a pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nJeffrey Edwards, 18, Broc-

ton, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 2 felo-
ny burglary. The public defend-
er was appointed and bond was 
set at $10,000. The matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing and Edwards was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nCorey Hampston, 41, 

Paris, appeared in custody. He 
was charged with a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine. He told the court 
he will hire an attorney. The 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. Hamp-
ston was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nBradley J. Latch, 30, Paris, 

appeared in custody. He was 
charged with a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine, a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia, a Class A misdemeanor 
criminal damage to property 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery. The pub-
lic defender was assigned to 
the case and bond was set at 
$10,000. Latch was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.

In another matter, Latch’s 
unresolved Class 4 felony crim-
inal trespassing to a residence, 
a Class A misdemeanor crimi-
nal trespassing, a Class A mis-
demeanor theft and a Class C 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct charges were continued 
for a pretrial conference.  
nJames R. Lopez, 20, Terre 

Haute, Ind., appeared in cus-
tody and was charged with a 
Class 2 felony burglary. The 
public defender was appointed 
and bond was set at $10,000. 
The matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing. Lo-
pez was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nJoshua D. Means, 25, 

Westville, appeared in custody, 

and pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 1 
felony residential burglary and 
a Class 4 felony criminal tres-
passing. By agreement bond 
was reduced to $7,500 from 
the original bond of $15,000. 
The matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference and he was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nNathaniel E. Schumacher, 

21, Paris, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. The petition to 
revoke his probation sentence 
for a Class 3 felony posses-
sion of methamphetamine 
conviction was continued for 
a pretrial conference. In an-
other matter, his unresolved 
charges of a Class 3 felony 
misdemeanor possession of 
methamphetamine and a Class 
A misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia were con-
tinued for pretrial conferences. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nSeth A Smith, 20, Paris, 

appeared in custody for miss-
ing a previous court appear-
ance. The preliminary hearing 
was scheduled for his unre-
solved Class 2 felony aggravat-
ed criminal sexual abuse and a 
Class A misdemeanor criminal 
sexual abuse charges. 

In another matter, Smith’s 
unresolved Class A misde-
meanor criminal sexual abuse 
and Class A misdemeanor re-
tail theft charges were contin-
ued for pretrial conferences. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nAndrew D. Towell, 35, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and admitted the petition to 
revoke his probation sentence 
for a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine con-
viction. A presentence inves-
tigation was ordered and the 
matter was continued for the 
sentencing hearing. He was 
granted a personal recogni-
zance bond and remanded to 
custody pending release pro-
cessing.
nJerry Williams, 67, Paris, 

appeared in custody and was 
charged with a Class A misde-
meanor domestic battery. He 
hired an attorney and pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial de-
mand. Bond was set at $3,500 
and he was ordered to have 
no contact with the apparent 
victim. The matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel. Williams was remand-
ed to custody pending posting 
of bond.
nLyndon Lee Yocum, 29, 

Chrisman, appeared in cus-
tody. He was charged with a 
Class 4 felony possession of 
a controlled substance and a 
Class A misdemeanor retail 
theft and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand. Bond 
was reduced to $10,000 from 
the original bond of $20,000. 
Yocum was remanded to cus-
tody pending posting of bond.

CHARGES
nJames R. Beabout, 36, Par-

is, was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor unlawful use of 
a weapon. The public defender 
was appointed and a not guilty 
plea with a jury trial demand 
was entered. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence.
nRobert James Cunning-

ham III, 28, Danville, was 
charged with a Class A misde-
meanor displaying a false in-
surance card. He told the court 
he will hire an attorney and the 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.
nPhillip E. Johnson III, 27, 

Georgetown, was charged with 

a Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed. The matter was continued 
for a pretrial conference.
nCarrie L. Livvix, 21, Chris-

man, was presented with a pe-
tition to revoke her probation 
sentence for a Class 4 felony 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance conviction. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nEllizzette D. McDonald, 

56, Paris, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license. She 
told the court she will hire an 
attorney. The matter was con-
tinued for a first appearance 
with counsel.
nLester L. Ogle, 57, West 

Union, was charged with a 
Class 4 felony aggravated driv-
ing while license revoked and a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a revoked license. He told 
the court he will hire an attor-
ney. The matter was continued 
for the pretrial conference.
nJeremy L. Stephens, 38, 

Oblong, was charged with a 
Class C misdemeanor disor-
derly conduct. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.
nJohn W. Waterman, 45, 

Clinton, Ind., was charged with 
a Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine, a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license and a Class 
A misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing.

GUILTY PLEAS
nAndrea Gross, 39, Paris, 

entered a negotiated guilty plea 
to a Class C misdemeanor dis-
orderly conduct and was sen-
tenced to 12 months of court 
supervision, a $300 fine, court 
costs, various state fees and or-
dered to obtain counseling per 
an evaluation.   In exchange for 
the plea, the state dismissed a 
Class A misdemeanor domes-
tic battery and a Class A misde-
meanor battery charges. 
nTimothy L. Johnson, 66, 

Chrisman, pleaded guilty to 
a Class A misdemeanor do-
mestic battery charge. He was 
sentenced to one year of con-
ditional discharge, a $300 fine, 
court costs, various state fees 
and ordered to obtain coun-
seling per an evaluation. In ex-
change for the guilty plea, the 
state dismissed a Class A mis-
demeanor violating an order of 
protection charge.
nTena M. Lankster, 49, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine charge. She 
was sentenced to 120 days in 
jail with the first 30 days to be 
served as electronic home con-
finement with work release and 
the remaining 90 days are sub-
ject to the court’s discretion, 
two years of first offender pro-
bation, 10 hours of community 
service work, a $500 fine, court 
costs, various state fees and an 
order to obtain counseling per 
an evaluation.
nDustin E. Talbott, 34, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on 
a suspended license. He was 
sentenced to one year of con-
ditional discharge, a $400 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees.
nEthan A. Watson, 18, Par-

is, pleaded guilty to a Class B 
misdemeanor speeding charge. 
He was sentenced to two years 
of court supervision, 40 hours 
of community service work, a 
$300 fine, court costs and var-
ious state fees.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nTerry L. Baker, 58, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 4 felo-
ny aggravated driving while li-
cense revoked charge. The mat-
ter was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nRobert W. Crowder, 38, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine. A pretrial confer-
ence was scheduled.
nJerod M. Flessner, 32, Tus-

cola, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to two counts 
of a Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing under the influence of alco-
hol. The matter was continued 
for a pretrial conference.
nRobert D. Hall, 33, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 4 felony 

See RECORD, Page 11A
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Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com Fax (217) 465-6312

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

“Our family sincerely caring for your family’s needs”
Since 1923

Since 1923

2010 Winner of Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award

Paris 
and Kansas
217-465-4775

Receive up-to-date obituary notices and service times 
by signing up for our email notices.

Peter Templeton Scott Barrett

www.TempletonFuneralHome.com

STAY CONNECTED!

Subscribe FREE OF CHARGE at

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

  Adams Mahogany

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager
SELECT UPRIGHTS ON SALE UNTIL MAY 31

Loved Always,  All Your Family

Those we love do not go away, they walk beside 
us every day, unseen, unheard, but, always 
near, still loved, still missed and very dear.

In Loving Memory on your 32nd Birthday
Heather Ridgon

04/02/87 - 10/31/05

If we could turn 
                                            back time...

The family of

Barbara ‘Bobbie Jean’ Boatman
We would like to thank everyone for the 

visits, phone calls, cards, food, monetary
 donations and thoughts and prayers during 

the loss of our mother. Your kindness is 
deeply appreciated.

NORMA VETETO
CASEY – Norma Kathlyn 

Veteto, 92, of Casey, passed 
away at 10:12 a.m. Sunday, 

March 24, 
2019, at 
H e a r t l a n d 
Nursing Cen-
ter.   

A memori-
al service is 1 
p.m. Saturday, 
April 13, at 

Markwell Funeral Home. In-
terment of the ashes is in Casey 
Cumberland Cemetery. Visita-
tion is from noon until the ser-
vice time at the funeral home.   

Memorial donations may be 
made to Casey VFW or Casey 
Township Library.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.mark-
wellfuneralhome.com.  

VELETO

NANCY RICHERT
Nancy Kay Richert, 79, of 

Paris, and formerly of Grosse 
Pointe, Mich., and White 

Fish Bay, 
Wis., passed 
away at 5:30 
p.m. Sunday, 
March 24, 
2019, at Twin 
Lakes Reha-
bilitation and 
Health Care 

Center.  She was a homemaker.
A funeral service was 10 a.m. 

Thursday, March 28, at Grace 
Lutheran Church, with Pastor 
Daniel Smith officiating. Burial 
followed in Hoult Cemetery, 
near Chrisman. Visitation was 
from 4 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 27, at Stewart and Car-
roll Funeral Home. 

Mrs. Richert was born April 
17, 1939, at Paris, the daughter 
of the late Joseph and Barbara 
Twigg Crawford.  She married 
Thomas A. Richert in 1973, 
and he passed away Sept. 18, 
1997.  

Survivors include a son, 
Steven (Kara) Jones of Par-
is; three daughters, Kimberly 
Jones of Grosse Pointe, Mich., 
Julie (Ken) West of Stephens 
City, Va., and Cheryl (Gary) 
Mackay of St. Charles, Mo.; a 
stepson Tom (Dina) Richert 
of Westford, Mass.; two sisters, 
Janet Switzer of Paris and Jean 
Rappe of Overland Park, Kan.; 
12 grandchildren, Christopher 

(Cassandra) Waigand of San 
Francisco, Calif., Alexandra 
Francis of New York, N.Y., Jac-
queline Kay Francis of Cham-
paign, John Francis Jr. of Grosse 
Pointe, Mich., Ryan (Steph-
anie) Jones of Paris, Lauren 
(Joe) Green of St. Louis, Mo., 
Heather Mackay of St. Charles, 
Mo., Jacob West of Stephens 
City, Va., Joshua Jones of Paris, 
Craig Jones of Paris, Ty Jones 
of Paris and Christina Richert 
of Westford, Mass.; and one 
great-granddaughter, Elizabeth 
Jones of Paris.  

She was preceded in death 
by a son, David Jones; and one 
brother, Glen Evard Jr.

Mrs. Richert was a member 
of Grace Lutheran Church. 
She had a beautiful voice and 
was a featured singer in church 
choirs throughout her adult 
life. She particularly enjoyed 
performing in Easter Canta-
tas.  

She loved children and pets 
and was always willing to open 
her home to both. She will be 
remembered for being gener-
ous of her time and treasure. 
She took great joy in her volun-
teer work at the Grace Luther-
an Child Development Center.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Grace Luther-
an Church or the Parkinson’s 
Foundation.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

RICHERT

DAVID MCCLELLAN 
MARTINSVILLE – Da-

vid Lowell McClellan, 63, 
of Paris, and formerly of 

M a r s h a l l 
and Mar-
t i n s v i l l e , 
passed away 
at 2:45 
a.m. Fri-
day, March 
22, 2019, at 
Twin Lakes 
Rehab and 
Health Care 
Center, Par-
is. 

A funeral service was 1 
p.m. Tuesday, March 26, at 
Greenwell Funeral Home, 
with Pastor Richard Lew-
is officiating.  Burial fol-
lowed in Ridgelawn Cem-
etery. Visitation was from 
noon until the 1 p.m. ser-
vice Tuesday at the funeral 
home.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Martinsville 
American Legion Post 515. 

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. m a r k w e l l f u n e r a l -
home.com.  

MCCLELLAN

MAXINE JANNEY 
MARTINSVILLE – Fre-

da Maxine Janney, 86, of 
Martinsville, passed away at 

5 a.m. Tues-
day, March 
26, 2019, at 
H e a r t l a n d 
Nursing Cen-
ter, Casey.   

A funeral 
service was 6 
p.m. Thurs-

day, March 28, at Greenwell 
Funeral Home, with Bro. Billie 
Ray Ulrey and Pastor Keith 
Wallace officiating. Private 
burial in Island Grove Ceme-
tery is at a later date, with Pas-
tor Justin Janney officiating. 
Visitation was from 4 p.m. until 
the service Thursday at the fu-
neral home. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to the American Cancer 
Society.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

JANNEY

BILL HENNESS
OWENSBORO, Ky. – Wil-

liam C. “Bill” Henness Jr., 60, 
of Owensboro, Ky., passed 

away Tues-
day, March 
26, 2019, at 
Owensboro 
Health Re-
gional Hos-
pital. A mem-
ber of the 
United States 

Tennis Association for more 
than 40 years, he was a devot-
ed tennis coach and teacher 
and had served as the general 
manager of The Centre Court 
Owensboro-Daviess County 
Tennis Association. 

The funeral service was 4 
p.m. Friday, March 29, at Glenn 
Funeral Home and Crematory. 
Visitation was from noon until 
the service time Friday at the 
funeral home.  

He is survived by his chil-
dren William (Megan) Hen-
ness III of Franklin, Ky., and 
Rachel Henness of Owens-
boro; his parents, William 
C. Henness Sr. and Virginia 
Comstock Henness of Par-
is; his grandchildren, Carter 
Bear Henness and Tyler Jet 
Henness; his sister, Sheri (Da-

vid) Burns of Catlin; and his 
brothers, Michael ( Jennifer) 
Henness of Paris and Patrick 
(Kim) Henness of Mattoon.

Mr. Henness was the Ken-
tucky USTA Tennis Profes-
sional of the Year for 2018. 

Born in Jacksonville, Fla., 
he graduated from Paris High 
School where he was captain 
of the basketball and tennis 
teams. He attended Eastern 
Illinois University where he 
was on the tennis team and 
Kentucky Wesleyan College.  

He moved to Owensboro 
to teach tennis at the Joan 
Ramey Tennis School, after 
which he returned to Paris to 
teach tennis at The Wabash 
Valley Tennis Club in Terre 
Haute, Ind. He returned to 
Owensboro to become the 
tennis professional at The Ex-
ecutive Racquet Club prior to 
his role at The Centre Court. 
When he wasn’t playing or 
teaching tennis, he did enjoy 
fishing and country music, 
sometimes both at the same 
time.

Memorial donations may 
be made to The Glioblastoma 
Foundation. 

Online condolences at 
www.glenncares.com.

HENNESS

DONALD GOODWIN
Donald Raymond Good-

win, 88, of Paris, passed away 
Monday, March 25, 2019, at 

M e t h o d i s t 
Hospital, In-
d ianapol i s , 
Ind. He was 
an engineer-
ing technician 
for the Illinois 
Department 
of Transpor-
tation.  

A Mass 
of Christian 
Burial was 

celebrated at 10 a.m. Friday, 
March 29, at St. Mary’s Cath-
olic Church. Burial followed in 
St. Mary’s Cemetery. Military 
honors by American Legion 
Post #211 accompanied burial. 
Visitation was from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Thursday, March 28, at Stewart 
and Carroll Funeral Home. The 
Rosary was recited at 3:30 p.m. 
Thursday before the visitation.

Mr. Goodwin was born Aug. 

12, 1930, at Decatur, the son of 
the late Harry Gene and Anna 
Marie Fryman Goodwin. He mar-
ried Glenda Marie Ruot March 
31, 1955, at Dalton City, and she 
passed away May 22, 2007.  

Survivors include his chil-
dren, Greg (Sherry) Goodwin 
of Paris, Mark (Teri) Goodwin 
of Danville, Phil Goodwin of 
Paris, Kara (Jeff) Brinkley of 
Paris, Susan Baty of Florence, 
Ky., and Andy (Holly) Good-
win of Paris; three siblings; 
William Goodwin of Colorado, 
Ruthie Goodwin (Hank) Sills 
of Bethany, and Harvey “Ozzie” 
(Virginia) Goodwin of Deca-
tur; grandchildren, Josh (Brid-
get) Goodwin, Amy (Jon) 
Simpson, Bryant (Brittany) 
Goodwin, Kassie (Jake) Miller, 
Heath (Elisa) Goodwin, Con-
nor Goodwin, Ashley (Stanley) 
Williams, Jessica Vance, A.J. 
(Esther) Van Steenberg, Mor-
gan Van Steenberg, Tabitha 
(Megan) Goodwin, Koel Con-
nelley, Laura Baty, Steven Baty 

and Nathan Goodwin; and 16 
great-grandchildren.  

He was preceded in death by 
two daughters, Julie Van Steen-
berg and Tina Hampsten.

Mr. Goodwin was a Unit-
ed States Air Force veteran 
of the Korean War. He was a 
member of St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church and Knights of Colum-
bus Council 860. He enjoyed 
playing pinochle with his fam-
ily and friends, and he loved 
spending time with his grand-
children and traveling, especial-
ly to Branson, Mo.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Christmas For Kids 
or Edgar County Community 
Foundation Inc., Do It Fund.  

Online condolences at www.
stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.
com.

GOODWIN

MILDRED DAVIS
OAKLAND – Mildred Ma-

rie Davis, 101, of Charleston, 
passed away Tuesday, March 

26, 2019, at 
Sarah Bush 
L i n c o l n 
Health Cen-
ter, Mattoon. 

A funeral 
service is 11 
a.m. today, 
March 30, at 

Krabel Funeral Home. Burial 
follows in Embarrass Ceme-
tery. Visitation is from 10 a.m. 
until the service time today at 
the funeral home.  

Memorial donations may be 
made to Oak Grove Separate 
Baptist Church.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

DAVIS

BARBARA CRUM
WICHITA FALLS, Texas – 

Barbara Joan Newman Crum, 
84, of Wichita Falls, Texas, 

passed away 
March 23, 
2019. 

A funeral 
service was 2 
p.m. Wednes-
day, March 
27, at Hamp-
ton Vaughn 

at Crestview Memorial Park, 
1917 Archer City Highway, 
Wichita Falls, Texas 76032. Vis-
itation was from 1 p.m. until the 
service time Wednesday at the 
funeral home,

Mrs. Crum was born Sept. 
2, 1934, at Paris, the daughter 
of the late Everett and Matilda 
Newman. She graduated Paris 
High School, went to college 
one day and came back and 
caught a train to Texas to be 
with the love of her life till the 
day she died, John Crum. They 
were like high school sweet-

hearts to the very end as every 
great love story should be.  

The Air Force was their life 
in Texas, with a brief two years 
in Istanbul, Turkey, which re-
quired air travel, which she hat-
ed. Afterwards all traveling was 
in their pickup, "See the USA in 
your Chevrolet".

Those who knew Mrs. Crum 
also knew about her girls. She 
always wanted daughters and 
obviously God knew that telling 
her no was not a good thing and 
he blessed her with three – Deb-
bie Mrazek, Denise Stafford 
and Karen Hughes. There was 
no one who personified Mama 
Bear like she did.

As much as she loved her 
girls no one could mistake her 
love for her boys. Her son-in-
laws were loved by her as they 
were by their own moms –Tom-
my Mrazek, Kevin Stafford and 
Donald Hughes, who was also 
her very favorite firefighter.

We always laughed no matter 
where we went if she had been 

there then they knew about her 
girls. For those she met after her 
grandchildren were born not 
only did they know about her 
girls but they knew every little 
thing about each of her precious 
grandchildren and had to look 
at pictures – Jason (Stephanie) 
Mrazek, Jennifer Mrazek, Katie 
Stafford (Zac Saldi), Mathew 
Stafford and Layci Hughes (Ian 
Lawler); and her great-grand-
children – Hazel Mrazek, 
Emma Lawler and Wilder 
Mrazek.

When she arrived at the 
pearly gates we are certain she 
was met by all those who have 
gone before that loved and 
adored her too. She may not 
have had a lot of family but she 
was blessed beyond measure 
with friends near and far. Her 
address book tells a beautiful 
story of all the friends and fami-
ly she left behind.

We would be remiss if we did 
not thank Alexander Graham 
Bell for inventing the telephone. 

Each of us have so many mem-
ories and cannot help but smile 
when we think of her love for 
talking on the phone. Even at 
the very end she could get her 
flip phone open and touch the 
buttons even though she could 
not talk.

Our love and gratitude to 
the wonderful people at House 
of Hope and Hospice of Wich-
ita Falls for the amazing care, 
kindness and love they showed 
to Mrs. Crum and her family. 
The last two years have been 
so much easier with their lov-
ing care and the last two weeks 
would have been unbearable 
without them.

Mrs. Crum’s love for family 
and friends was unmatched.  
It will be quiet on Lockwood 
Drive but the light will always 
be on - she shines brightly from 
above over each of us forever-
more.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Hospice of Wichita 
Falls, Texas, www.HOWF.org

CRUM

LEWIS HOVIS
Lewis A. "Butch" Hovis 

Jr., 60, of Paris, passed away 
at 2:32 p.m. Friday, March 
29, 2019, in the emergen-

cy room of Horizon Health 
Paris Community Hospital. 
Arrangements are pending at 
Templeton Funeral Home in 
Paris.



WASHINGTON — Cathartic, 
it was not.

The relentlessly plodding 
Mueller report 
finally ended 
after a 22-month 
whodunit that 
climaxed to the 
sound of pffft.

There is no 
evidence of col-
lusion between 
Russia and 
Donald Trump’s 
presidential 
campaign, special 

counsel Robert Mueller conclud-
ed. But, just in case Democrats 
needed a crumb to sustain them 
in further pursuit of a longed-for 
conspiracy, Mueller added that 
his findings (or lack thereof) do 
not exonerate the president of 
obstruction of justice.

What this means is yet to be 
discovered since the report has 
yet to be released. What little in-
formation that Congress and the 
public have thus far comes from 
Attorney General William Barr’s 
four-page summary.

Surprised by the conclusion? 
Shocked? Hardly. 

Most Washington insiders on 
my daily rounds gave up the col-
lusion delusion at least a year ago. 
Short of a video showing Trump 
and Vladimir Putin fist-bumping 
and chanting, “Collusion, collu-
sion, collusion, ha,” an indictable 
charge against the president 
seemed increasingly unlikely.

The vast majority of other 
Americans surely stopped fretting 
about collusion and even Russia’s 
interference with the election, 
the latter of which Mueller 
did confirm, long before that. 
Sustaining suspense for two years 
isn’t possible in the age of Twitter 
and Instapots — the slow cooker 
that’s fast.

Yet — and yet, again — the 
show goes on. 

Indeed, in the swamp, the 

show never ends. Always gurgling 
with gossip and innuendo, Wash-
ington’s croaking and hissing 
denizens slither and slander 
along rivulets of intrigue, coiled 
in wait for conspirators, canards 
and the occasional coo-coo bird. 
Mueller may have drained away 
some of the sleaziest serpents, 
including the axis of deceit that 
includes Paul Manafort, Michael 
Cohen and Roger Stone. But, as 
one who has lived among Flori-
da’s marshes and South Carolina’s 
Lowcountry, I can aver that the 
swamp persists.

Thus, it would seem that 
Trump has been vindicated. Even 
some Democratic leaders are 
ready to accept Mueller’s find-
ings, including Rep. James Cly-
burn, D-S.C., who said Tuesday 
that the investigation is a chapter 
that’s closed.

Hallelujah? Not quite. Other 
Democrats are still hoping to 
find fresh threads to unravel 
once — and if — the Mueller 
report is made public. Among 
media sleuths, the consequential 
question is why Mueller didn’t 
pursue a charge against Trump 
for obstruction of justice. After 
all, Trump did ask then-FBI 
Director James Comey to end his 
investigation of former national 
security adviser Michael Flynn, 
according to Comey.

Mueller’s answer, as Barr has 
related it, was the evidence didn’t 
meet the standard for an indict-
ment. If this sounds familiar, it’s 
because Comey said much the 
same thing about Hillary Clinton 
when the FBI completed its 
investigation into whether she 
had committed a crime by using 
her personal email account and 
server for classified information 
while secretary of state. Though 
Comey was deeply critical of 
Clinton and her staff for being 
extremely careless, he said her 
actions didn’t meet the standards 
set by previous department 

investigations. Commenting on 
Comey’s report, Trump tweeted 
on July 2, 2016:

“It was just announced-by 
sources-that no charges will be 
brought against Crooked Hillary 
Clinton. Like I said, the system is 
totally rigged!”

Not so rigged today, appar-
ently.

Free at last from the investiga-
tion that has dogged him since 
taking office, Trump wasted no 
time in snatching defeat from the 
jaws of victory. On Tuesday, his 
administration announced that 
it wants a federal court to fully 
invalidate the Affordable Care 
Act. And, in the spirit of his bully 
pulpit, he said that somebody 
ought to investigate the origins 
of collusion allegations, as well as 
those in the media who he said 
advanced the conspiracy.

Trump has been building his 
case for at least two years that 
the media are the enemy of the 
people, and most journalists have 
heard from his most avid sup-
porters — either through social 
media or, in some instances, in 
person. This has always been a 
dangerous game for the president 
to play, but it can’t go unsaid that 
many prominent media organi-
zations gave disproportionate 
attention to the Mueller investi-
gation, in large part filling in gaps 
through speculation, supposition 
and hypotheticals.

No doubt, this necessary 
conversation will take place in 
newsrooms across the country, 
even as the swamp continues its 
cycle of life and decay. Mean-
while, Americans can find solace 
in the investigation’s close and 
what may be only a brief holiday 
from hostilities. It’s campaign 
season after all — and the swamp 
is hungry.

(Kathleen Parker is a politically 
conservative-leaning columnist for 
The Washington Post. Email her at 
kparker@washpost.com.)
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Donald Trump won the 
2016 election last weekend 
— again.

The 
profession-
al Trump 
haters in 
Washing-
ton, Man-
hattan and 
Hollywood 
are still in 
full denial 
mode, 
though, 
and they’re 
refusing 

to accept Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller’s determi-
nation the president and his 
campaign did not collude 
with the Russians.

The anti-Trump zealots 
in the Democrat Party and 
liberal media have been 
deluding themselves for 
two years Mueller and 
his lawyers were going to 
nail Trump on collusion, 
obstruction or any number 
of impeachable crimes.

MSNBC/CNN’s troika 
of Rachel Maddow, Chris 
Matthews and Don Lem-
on piled on nightly. They 
paraded every Trump 
enemy or ex-Obama team 
member they could find 
to call the president a 
liar, a crook, a tax cheat, a 
dictator, a traitor, a puppet 
of Putin…

But the haters’ bubble 
broke with a huge pop last 
weekend when Attorney 
General William Barr re-
ported Mueller’s investiga-
tion had found the president 
was telling the truth.

Maddow and Lemon 
almost cried on camera and 
Matthews was speechless.

After two years of being 
wrong, wrong, wrong 
about Trump and the Rus-
sians, their credentials as 
pundits or commentators 
are shot — and apparently 
even many of their loyal 
viewers know it.

Democrats, like Mad-
dow, Morning Joe and 
Lemon, have always be-
lieved Robert Mueller was 
going to come in and give 
them the game-winning 
TD they needed to finally 
defeat Trump.

But thanks to the Muel-
ler report, all they can do 
now is throw Hail Marys 
into the end zone and hope 
for a miracle.

(Michael Reagan is the 
son of President Ronald 
Reagan. Email him at rea-
gan@caglecartoons.com.)

Giving 
voters a  
tax voice 

Illinois drivers must move over and slow down for  our first responders

On March 26, I unveiled a proposal that 
could give a stronger voice to Illinois voters 
regarding new tax proposals and potential 

increases.
Senate Joint Resolution 

Constitutional Amendment 
12, which I co-sponsored, 
proposes an amendment to 
the Illinois Constitution that 
would require any increased 
state tax or new tax or fee to 
be approved by a two-thirds 
super-majority vote in both 
the Senate and House of 
Representatives. Currently, 
legislators only need a simple 

majority to pass a tax increase or to implement 
a new tax.

A three-fifths majority vote of lawmakers 
is required to put SJRCA 12 on the ballot in 
2020. For the amendment to be adopted, voters 
must approve it on the ballot with three-fifths 
of those voting on the question or a majority of 
those voting in the election.

If placed on the ballot and approved by vot-
ers, the amendment will require 40 votes in the 
Senate and 79 votes in the House to pass any 
new state tax or any state tax increase.

Legislation that makes an effort to keep 
traffic flowing, prevent backups and promote 
safety passed the Senate during the week. 
Senate Bill 2038 requires the Secretary of State’s 
office to add information on how to properly 
merge into one lane of traffic to its Illinois Rules 
of the Road guide. 

Under the legislation, the zipper merge 
method would be required to be taught to driv-
ers. Experts believe this is the proper and most 
efficient way to merge multiple lanes of traffic, 
as drivers utilize both lanes until they reach the 
point that one lane narrows. 

Proponents note that studies prove that 
merging early only creates one single long 
line and slows traffic because it minimizes 
the amount of usable road. The zipper merge 
method, on the other hand, uses two lanes of 
roadway for as long as possible.

Senate lawmakers are clamping down on 
those who financially exploit senior citizens 
and citizens with disabilities.

Senate Bill 69 provides tougher penalties 
for those who prey upon our most vulnerable 
populations, and also make it easier to identify 
those with a history of this criminal activity.

The bill calls for changes to the Criminal 
Code to help prosecute individuals who exploit 
seniors. The legislation expands the venue for 
the offense of financial exploitation of an elder-
ly person or a person with a disability to make 
it easier to prosecute perpetrators who live in a 
different state or facility than the victim.

The bill also makes theft by deception from a 
person with a disability a Class 2 felony, which 
could come with prison time and penalties. 
In addition, it prohibits sealing the records of 
certain offenses where someone was convicted 
of a financial crime against the elderly, along 
with eliminating the consent defense if the 
defendant knew the elderly or disabled person 
lacked the capacity to consent. The legislation 
passed out of the Senate on March 27, and is on 
its way to the House.

The state could soon save schools money by 
updating old regulations as proposed in Senate 
Bill 117. The legislation calls for updates to 
the rules on recordkeeping and the outlined 
process for destroying old records.

Under current law, schools are required to 
keep certain types of records for various peri-
ods of time — some for as many as 60 years. 
After that, they cannot be disposed of or tran-
sitioned to electronic format unless the district 
is able to contact the parent of the student and 
offer them a chance to first copy the informa-
tion on record. Current standard practice is to 
attempt contact parents by mail or publish a 
notice in the local newspaper.

The proposed updates in SB 117 allows the 
school district to instead, send notice via email 
with receipt confirmation and also allows the 
communications to go to the former student. Bur-
dens in the current law often mean school districts 
are incurring unnecessary costs or forced to house 
records for much longer than necessary. 

After historic flooding in Winnebago and 
Stephenson counties forced hundreds of 
people from their homes, the state is urging 
residents in and around the flood zones to take 
precautions as the clean-up begins.

 The Illinois Department of Public Health 
(IDPH) has expressed concern for homeown-
ers, warning them against the potential harm 
floodwaters and sewer overflows can bring, 
including bacteria, viruses and other organisms 
that may cause disease. The Illinois Emergen-
cy Management Agency (IEMA), Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA), 
and IDPH can provide important guidance 
for residents looking to return home and begin 
damage assessments.

IDPH cautions that floodwaters can contam-
inate or damage food, water and house applianc-
es. To avoid illness, IDPH says it is important 
that people whose homes have been affected by 
flooding to make sure their water is safe to drink, 
throw out any food that has gone bad and prop-
erly clean items touched by flood waters.

(Senator Dale Righter (R-Mattoon) rep-
resents the 55th District in the Illinois Senate. 
Part of his district includes Kansas and Grand-
view townships in Edgar County.)

For the second time in 2019, an 
Illinois State Trooper has been killed 
while making a vehicle stop along an 
Illinois highway.

That doesn’t include the 14 other 
trooper who have been hit by a vehi-
cle since Jan. 1. 

Brooke Jones-Story was killed Thurs-
day, March 28, as she was inspecting a 
semitrailer on Route 20 in Stephenson 
County. The truck involved veered off 
the highway and hit the trooper, her 
squad car and the other semi.

Something is definitely wrong.
Back in 2002, a Winthrop Harbor 

truck driver became the first person 
charged under Illinois’ then-new 
Scott’s Law, which requires motor-
ists to slow down and try to move 
over when they see a parked squad 
car, fire engine or ambulance with 
flashing lights — or any vehicle with 
flashing hazard lights. The truck driv-

er had sideswiped a Northbrook fire 
truck stopped on the shoulder.

Last week, the unidentified driver 
who hit Jones-Story Thursday also 
was cited for violating Scott’s Law.

We wish Scott’s Law was enough 
to solve the problem of drivers 
threatening emergency responders. 
But clearly more needs to be done.

Illinois Acting State Police Direc-
tor Brendan Kelly is all but begging 
motorists to obey Scott’s Law. State 
Police have stepped up enforcement 
and are trying to raise awareness 
through social media. But that won’t 
prevent further accidents caused 
by distracted, careless or drowsy 
drivers.

A bill has been introduced in the 
Illinois House — that has already 
cleared the senate — requiring the 
Illinois Department of Transpor-
tation to investigate every roadside 
and crosswalk fatality on a state-con-
trolled road to gather the data on 
ways to improve safety.

It is also expected the General 
Assembly will also be looking at new 
mesures to address distracted driving.

State troopers must be able to pull 
over speeders, drunk drivers and aid 
disabled vehicles without risking 
their lives.

Last week, Illinois highway signs 
flashed quotes from Kelly saying 
“Enough is Enough” and “Scott’s 
Law = Move Over, Slow Down.”

Enough is enough. Illinois must 
make its roads safer for troopers, 
road construction crews and every 
motorist.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Enough is enough

Trump 
won the 
election

Surprise by the conclusion? Hardly

We welcome letters to the editor and guest columns. When submitting  a letter, please 
include the writer’s name, address and phone number for verification purposes and 
limit it to 500 words. Columnists should demonstrate authority and knowledge of the 
topic (preferably of state and local interest) and make information-backed arguments. 
We reserve the right to edit letters or to not publish certain letters or guest columns. 

HAVE YOUR SAY
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The Prairie Press
Attn: Letters to the Editor
101 N. Central Ave.
Paris, IL 61944
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QUESTIONS? Call 217-921-3216
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PARIS HIGH SCHOOL 

"It's already

the talk of the 
town!"

ON STAGE - 4 SHOWS ONLY 

Through special arrangement with Music Theater International 

Music By Alan Menken Lyrics by Jack Feldman Book by Harvey Fierstein

5th-7th
TICKETS ON SALE TODAY!

A P R I L

Purchase online at 

www.pcfa.ticketleap.com or 

in person at Prospect Bank

NOTICE
19th Annual Spring Fling – City Wide Beautification

The City of Paris and  Ingrum’s Waste Disposal are pleased to announce their 
joint participation in this effort to assist local residents with the disposal of ex-

cess and unwanted items that have accumulated on their properties and around 
their homes. Residents will be required to haul their disposable items to the 

City’s facilities located on South Shore Drive, just off of North High Street where 
dumpsters will be provided for residents to place their acceptable items. The 
City of Paris reserves the right to refuse any items considered unacceptable. 

THE CITY RESERVES THE RIGHT TO IMPOSE A TWO (2) LOAD LIMIT.  NO COM-
MERCIAL HAULERS WILL BE PERMITTED TO DISPOSE OF UNWANTED ITEMS. 

Date:  Friday, April 26th and Saturday, April 27th 
Hours: 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.

Location:  Paris Street and Water/Sewer Maintenance Departments 
at High St. and South Shore Dr.

Program: Drop-off site only, no items to be placed on city boulevards for pick up.

PROOF OF RESIDENCY WILL BE REQUIRED!
1.  Metals & Appliances: Items such as stoves, dishwashers, clothes dryers, 
tire rims, and other large metal items will be accepted.  Appliances containing 
Fluorocarbons (refrigerant gases i.e. Freon) such as refrigerators, freezers or 
air-conditioners must have evidence that the fluorocarbons have been removed 
and recaptured before they can be accepted.
2.  Household Items: Items such as furniture, carpet, small appliances, cloth-
ing, and unused lumber less than 2 feet in length will be accepted.  Items such 
as household garbage, concrete, bricks, demolition materials, roofing materials, 
railroad ties, 4 x 4 boards or hazardous wastes such as cleaning fluids, 
chemicals, paints and pesticides will not be accepted.  
3.  Batteries:  Automotive type batteries will be accepted.  “Dry Cell” batteries 
will not be accepted.
4.  No Tires will be accepted this year.
5.  No Electronics will be accepted this year.

 Disposal site for other items:
1.  Tree limbs, brush, and yard waste may be hauled to the City’s landscape 
waste facility located on Potts Lane, provided that the material being disposed 
of was generated on residential property located within the City of Paris, Illinois. 
Commercial haulers will be charged according to the size of the load delivered.

• Car Quest Auto Parts
• ClearTalk Communications
• Farm Credit Services
• Faulk’s Garage
• First Farmers Bank
• First Neighbor Bank, NA
• Fletcher-Reinhardt Co.
• Henigman Oil
• Illini FS/Brad Young

EnerStar Electric Cooperative
 would like to thank the members who attended our 

80th Annual Meeting of Members
We couldn’t do it without you!

And a special thank you to the following vendors who helped make 
our annual meeting extra special with their door prize donations.

800-635-4145

www.enerstar.com

11597 IL Highway 1
Paris, IL 61944

• Illinois One Call Julie
• Mill Creek Restaurant Clarksville
• Murphy Farm Seeds
• Pools
• Prospect Bank
• Rachel’s Red Barn
• State Farm - Terry Elston
• Tastefully Simple, Deann Brown
• Vermeer Sales & Service

order. It’s 
i m p o r t a n t 
that private 
people get 
out and do 
fundraising 
to improve 
our parks. I 
do believe in 

the parks.
Branson: We have multiple 

needs for the city that come 
up each year. 
H o w e v e r , 
there are lim-
ited resources 
to do all of 
them, so we 
have to make 
l o n g - r a n g e 
plans deter-

mining what we can do each 
year to improve our streets and 
sidewalks and work with the 
State of Illinois to obtain grants 
to do the big projects. We have 
limited tax funds and do not 
want to increase any tax bur-
den on our citizens. 

Hughes: Just like many 
communities in the state, there 

are many ar-
eas that need 
attention. We 
recognize the 
main issues 
such as our 
streets, side-
walks and 
our sewer and 

drainage systems. Because of 
limited funds we have to do 
our homework in these areas. 
The city’s budget team works 
very hard each year to priori-
tize projects. And they apply 
funds to each of these concerns 
in order to tackle as much as 
possible. 

Kemper: As commissioner 
of public property my respon-

sibilities in-
clude the sew-
age treatment 
plant, water 
t r e a t m e n t 
plant, and the 
maintenance 
department. 
Upgrades and 

maintenance are always a high 
priority on my list. 

Griffin: I cannot make a 
blanket statement that one 
area of infrastructure simply 

takes priority 
over another. 
What I can 
say is that 
Paris should 
always focus 
on taking care 
of its needs 
before its 

wants.  If I am elected, I will 
work to acquire and examine 
as much objective information 
as possible regarding exactly 
what those needs are, and then 
assess the priority for attending 
to those infrastructure needs.

Question: Should public (city) 
money be used to assist private 
development projects such as the 
proposed Tiger Senior Apart-
ments, or redevelopment of the 
Main-Central block south of 
Union Street? If so, from what 

sources? (Grants, TIF District 
funds, state highway funds, etc.)

Smith: We have established 
two TIF Districts, downtown 
and Jasper Street. The purpose 
of the TIFs was to help public 
and private development proj-
ects to renovate and improve 
both districts with TIF funds 
that do not come out of the 
city’s general fund, motor fuel 
tax or state highway funds.

Prior success with TIF assets 
are perfect examples of how 
we have worked with not only 
public but also private devel-
opment of projects. TIF grants 
and loans can be used for reha-
bilitation, reconstruction, re-
pair or remodeling of existing 
buildings and fixtures.

Briseno: It is essential for 
the city of Paris to promote lo-
cal business and economic de-
velopment. All avenues need to 
be explored with assisting the 
new developments. Whether it 
be through the creation of low 
interest loans, use of TIF grants 
or creating a business develop-
ment district. Many commu-
nities around use a variety of 
methods to accomplish these 
goals on a daily basis. 

Boyer: Yes. The city should 
support development projects 
with the use of grants and TIF 
funds. I oppose using our high-
way money for anything other 
than streetscape work.

Branson: I have been and 
will continue to be in favor 
of spending grants and TIF 
District funds to assist private 
development projects, like 
renovations of old buildings 
downtown, Maple Ridge 1 and 
2 and the future renovation 
of Paris High School to Tiger 
Senior Apartments. I am not 
in favor of using state highway 
funds for those projects, nor 
have I ever supported that. We 
need state highway funds for 
streets and sidewalk improve-
ments.

Hughes: The city should 
always be supportive of com-
munity development. I believe 
it is best to look at it on a case-
by-case basis. Some projects 
may not be worthy of receiving 
public funds. The city should 
continue to look at funding 
ways such as grants and TIF 
funds to put toward the contin-
ued development of our city. 

Kemper: As far as city funds 
being used for private develop-
ment, I am not in favor. Having 
said that, I am in favor of using 
grants, TIF District funds and 
any other assistance available.

 Griffin: The city should 
assist in private development 
projects, as these projects are 
what continue to grow and 
enrich our community. There 
are many ways to assist in these 
projects without the City of 
Paris footing the entire bill. 
We should continually be ex-
amining how TIF funds and 
various grants can be used to 
help our citizens and investors 
make Paris an even better place 
to live.  

Question: For nearly 30 years 
the city has assigned economic 
development efforts to PEDCO 
(Paris Economic Development 

Corp.), a private, non-profit, or-
ganization, while retaining final 
authority to approve incentives 
for new business and industry. 
Most cities establish and fund 
their own economic development 
department. Should the city con-
tinue its partnership with PED-
CO, considering we are currently 
a labor shortage market, or estab-
lish and fund its own economic 
development program?

Smith: PEDCO, the City 
of Paris, and the Edgar County 
Board have had a very success-
ful partnership in the past that 
we need to continue into the 
future. Through that partner-
ship, we have added business-
es, such as NAL, Lyon, Cadil-
lac and Simonton. We have 
also had success with existing 
businesses expanding by re-
maining proactive in continu-
ing to communicate with exist-
ing businesses to learn of their 
needs to allow expansions, 
such as Simonton and GSI.

PEDCO is privately fund-
ed, which is a financial benefit 
to the city, by not taking funds 
from our city budget to estab-
lish a city economic develop-
ment corporation.

Briseno: PEDCO, in my 
opinion, did its due diligence 
in bringing jobs back to the 
community. However in to-
day’s market, I believe the city 
of Paris should absorb PED-
CO and create its own eco-
nomic development depart-
ment. With two TIF districts, 
and many other incentives 
available, I believe it should be 
the responsibility of the city to 
solicit new businesses for our 
community. 

Boyer: Our partnership 
with PEDCO has been suc-
cessful, but we need a growth 
of residents to solve the la-
bor shortage. We have to get 
more people to come to the 
community, and I want to see 
more money in the demolition 
fund so we can get rid of eye-
sore properties to make Paris a 
more attractive community. 

Branson: I believe we 
should continue our current 
successful partnership with 
PEDCO. My parents always 
taught me: don’t fix what isn’t 
broke. We have had great suc-
cess in attracting and keeping 
business in Paris.

Hughes: PEDCO was 
formed in the early 80s as a not-
for-profit, membership sup-
ported organization specifical-
ly created to find more jobs for 
Paris. PEDCO has enjoyed full 
support of the city and other 
local governmental bodies, as 
well as state and federal agen-
cies. They have a five-mem-
ber board with no paid staff.  
So, yes, this relationship has 
worked for many years, and I 
believe it will continue to work 
for a better community.

Kemper: PEDCO has been 
like a godsend to the City of 
Paris. Without their expertise 
and dedication, the city would 
be in dire straits economically. 
They have accomplished so 
many great things for Paris, too 
numerous to mention. I am 
now and have always been in 
favor of PEDCO. 
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Griffin: PEDCO is a tre-
mendous organization that has 
done immeasurable good for 
our city. Paris should certainly 
continue its partnership with 
PEDCO. As commissioner, I 
will strive to have a strong work-
ing relationship with PEDCO 
and be aware of the efforts it is 
making to enhance our com-
munity’s development. It is im-
portant the city council make 
itself knowledgeable since it is 
the city council that ultimately 
makes the final choice on the 
incentives for prospective busi-
ness and industry.

Question: The city council has 
proposed a grant application to 
help build a walking/biking off-
street trail between Twin Lakes 
Park and Paris High School. 
Should this be a city initiative to 
improve quality of life for local 
citizens, or should projects like 
this, be left to private promo-
tion? (Like the Splash Park and 
All-Abilities Playground).

Smith: As elected officials 
of the city, we should always 
be looking for things that will 
improve the quality of life 
for our community. The city 

should take a leadership role 
in applying for grants through 
both State of Illinois and feder-
al funding sources.

Briseno: I am a firm be-
liever the City of Paris should 
be a driving force in the cre-
ation of projects such as the 
walking/bike off-street trail. 
Quality of life for the citizens 
of Paris is not only highly im-
portant to the citizens already 
living here, but when a fami-
ly is deciding where to move 
and put down roots, they hold 
in high regard what the city 
has to offer. 

Boyer: It must have pri-
vate promotion with city 
backing and grants. The bike 
path won’t get built without 
private donations. I can’t get 
a sense of how much commu-
nity support this project has. 
We built walking trails at the 
fire training center where peo-
ple can see lots of wildlife, and 
they get very little use. People 
interested in this need to do 
fundraising.

Branson: I think the city 
should take the lead in the 
initiative and ground work 
to obtain state grants to help 

build walking and biking 
trails. After obtaining state 
financial help through grants, 
we can turn to private busi-
nesses and individuals to help 
complete the project.

Hughes: This indeed 
should be a joint effort. The 
quality of life should be a 
priority for both the city and 
its residents. This has been 
demonstrated by the Splash 
Park and the All-Abilities 
Playground. What a super 
community we have when 
everyone works together. 
Kemper: The walking/biking 
off-street trail has not, and as 
far as I know, will not receive 
city funds. There aren't any 
funds available. Yes we should 
apply for grant money for the 
public to assist in the project. 
We should always be willing 
to help make our community 
better in any way possible.

Griffin: Quality of life is a 
critical component in making 
Paris a city that is attractive to 
all types of citizens, especial-
ly our young talent. The city 
should seek out opportunities 
to find projects that enhance 
quality of life for our citizens.  
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NECAS needs another 
$200,000 to cover operating 
expenses including payroll, 
since volunteers are no 
longer available in sufficient 
quantities. The preferred 
amount is $250,000 with 
$50,000 dedicated to 
equipment purchases and 
ambulance replacement.

He said the financial need 
remains the same whether 
the money is coming from 
a fire district tax or a special 
service area. One suggestion 
Neal made was reducing the 
amount to $225,000. That 
makes $25,000 available for 
ambulance replacement, but 
foregoes buying new equip-
ment. 

“It means each ambulance 
will remain in service for 
14 years before it can be re-
placed,” said Neal. 

Board members Rodney 
Wolfe and Darin Craig ad-
vocated for a decision about 
what course to take.

Wolfe stated concern they 
may have already waited too 
long to save the ambulance. 
He added it is also unfair to 
the employees, some of whom 
are working nearly 70 hours a 
week, for the board to contin-
ue delaying this decision.

“It may already be too late if 
we have to wait two years for 
tax money,” said Wolfe.

As Neal understands the 
special service area option, 
that can be done yet this year 
with tax money coming in 
2020. 

In simple terms, creating a 
special service area for the am-
bulance requires the NECAS 
board to adopt a resolution at 
a public meeting and to have 
public hearing within 60 days 
of the resolution’s adoption. 
The public hearing allows 
people opposed to the idea 
to make argument, but that is 
not enough to stop it.

Following the public hear-
ing, there is a 60-day waiting 
period during which time pe-
titions of opposition, if any, 
may be circulated. If 51 per-
cent or more of the residents 
in the proposed service area 
sign the petition, the project is 
stopped. 

Failure to obtain 51 per-
cent of the needed signatures 
means the special service area 
is essentially in place after the 
waiting period. 

There are other legal re-
quirements regarding the 
necessary paperwork and fil-
ing procedures, but that is the 
process in a nutshell. 

“We need to decide some-
thing tonight,” said Craig. 

The board approved in-
structing attorney Robert 
Morris to begin preparing the 
necessary paperwork and also 
asked Neal to crunch some 
numbers so property owners 
will have an idea of what a new 
tax will do to current bills. 
One feature of the proposed 
special service area is not bill-
ing residents for any insurance 
co-pays or deductibles since 
people are already paying a tax 
to have the service.

“Then we have to tell the 
public the deal is they either 
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A professional diver will 
inspect the interior of the Syl-
vian Park water tower later 
this year after the council ap-
proved a $2,970 bid by Liquid 
Engineering. Colvin explained 
these inspections are necessary 
to ensure against corrosion or 
other damage. The firm is to 
conduct a similar inspection 
for a rural water district in the 
area, and engaging it at the 
same time will save the city 
money.

In regular maintenance busi-
ness, the council purchased a 
Gravely mower from Brown’s 
Service Center for $8,626 for 
use at the water treatment 
plant, and a contract with Cen-
tral States Construction for a 
three-phase electric panel at 
the north treatment plant for 
$6,950.

At the request of Com-
missioner Harry Hughes, the 
council approved a run/walk 
5K event by the Paris Pacers 
running club set for April 20. 
This is the first of what the club 

plans as an annual event. The 
route through the city has been 
reviewed by the police depart-
ment.

Mayor Smith proclaimed 
Saturday, April 27, as Paris Li-
ons Tootsie Pop Day as Paris 
Lions Club members gathered 
in the council chambers. Club 
members will be at the inter-
sections of Main and Central 
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BROTON – No matter 
where Helen Wood travels she 
hears people talking about and 
looking forward to the Brocton 
Red Barn Market.

“I was in Oblong at the 
pharmacy with my daughter 
and overheard a conversation 
by some patrons who always 
bring a truck to the show. They 
fill the truck up with our mar-
ket items,” said Wood adding, 
“It’s always amazing where 
people come from to attend 
our market.”  

Wood and volunteer or-
ganizers are putting the final 
touches on this year’s annual 
juried sale to be held from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, April 5, 
and 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sat-
urday, April 6, in the village’s 
old, red barn and surrounding 
ground.

“I always say every year there 
is something for everyone,” 
Wood said. 

The Red Barn Market is a 
well-known venue for people 

to gather annually in early 
spring and purchase hand-
made crafts and numerous 
types of collectibles, antiques, 
personalized specialty items 
and unique one of a kind 
items. 

This year marks the 19th 
year that organizers Wood 
along with Linda Lankster, 
Joyce Coolley, Marianne Pow-
ers, Karon Busby and Maragret 
Forbes have worked hard to co-
ordinate the market.

Wood explained the market 
is not a typical vendor event. 

“It is a juried show,” she said 
which means the vendors are 
meticulously and deliberate-
ly selected to ensure unique, 
high quality and handcrafted 
items for sale. 

“Locally owned, indepen-
dent small businesses ran by 
the vendors is typical at our 
show,” said Wood, noting the 
focus of the market is quality 
pieces.

She explained the vendors 
are carefully chosen in an ef-
fort to provide the best quality 

products and to eliminate the 
sale of imported or mass man-
ufactured crafts items. 

“Plans are going great. We 
have new vendors and our re-
peat vendors that attend annu-
ally bringing a large selection 
of popular sale items,” Wood 
said.

She noted all 50 vendor 

spaces are filled and if the 
weather is nice some vendors 
set up outside the barn.

The market boasts of re-
claimed barn wood crafts, 
upcycled furniture items, dis-
tressed small furniture pieces, 
home baked goods and hand-
crafted jewelry.

Other showcase items at 

the barn market include vin-
tage and primitive collectible 
items, homemade soaps and 
candles, one of a kind fine art 
items, hand-sewn quilts and 
cloth creations, painted wood-
en signs, small woodwork 
pieces and other unique ar-
tistic products created by the 
vendors.

Several new vendors this 
year will feature barn quilts, 
matted photographs and 
Southwestern designed items, 
vintage signs, personalized pic-
ture frames and jewelry crafted 
from antique silverware.

Returning vendor Mary St. 
Claire has caned chairs while 
Gary Jones will exhibit his 
caning Saturday. Other mar-
ket favorites are a variety of 
birdhouses and wooden crafts 
along with original paintings 
by artist Gary Gordon of New-
man.

Food is available both days 
of the event. The Willing 
Workers from the Brocton 
Christian Church are selling 
hot dogs, chili and vegetable 
soup on Friday and barbecue 
sandwiches, coney dogs and 
cookies on Saturday.

Parking is free and the cost 
of admission is $3 for an adult 
on both days of the event and 
children are free. Additional in-
formation is available at www.
broctonil.org and the market’s 
Facebook page.

Red Barn Market next weekend

File Photo/The Prairie Press

The creative mind of Dan Lawrence, Rantoul, results in one-of-a-kind lamps. Lawrence participat-
ed in the 2018 Brocton Red Barn Market with lamps made from plumbing fittings and almost any 
kind of discarded items. Lawrence started photographing old and abandoned vehicles approx-
imately three years ago and the inspiration for the lamps came after discovering Steampunk 
design sites on the Internet.

buy in or this is gone,” said 
Wolfe.

Instructing the attorney 
to prepare the paperwork is 
not the same as passing the 
resolution and the clock is 
not yet ticking on either 
60-day period in the pro-
cess.

Getting one decision 
made primed the board for 
additional action.

Neal said the three peo-
ple working 68 and 69 
hours a week cannot keep 
up that pace. The only op-
tion is hiring more people 
to reduce the burden but 
that cannot be done with-
out using cash reserves. He 
estimated hiring two more 
people will deplete the 
funds within a year.

Craig moved to hire two 
more people and the board 
approved. The new hires 
will do shift work putting in 
roughly 60 hours per week 
for a level of pay approxi-
mating minimum wage.

Neal asked the board to 
enter a contract with Ter-
minix Pest Control to treat 
the ambulance headquar-
ters, including bedbugs, for 
a price of $145 per quarter.

“We got a bedbug issue 
treated today for $400,” 
said Neal. “The last time 
we had bedbugs was in No-
vember 2017 and the cost 
was $600. We found the 
recent problem quicker, so 
it was less money.”

The board hired Termin-
ix noting the quarterly treat-
ments are more economical 
than as needed treatment. 

Ned Jension/The Prairie Press
Mayor Craig Smith, left, congratulates the city’s newest 
fireman, Braden Puckett, after his official commissioning at 
Monday’s city council meeting.

BY GARY HENRY
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Substance abuse is not an 
individual activity into self-de-
struction. The behavior also 
touches, in a negative way, an 
abuser’s family and friends.

Al-Anon is a support group 
for people who are concerned 
about another’s substance 
abuse, and a chapter is forming 
in Paris.

“Several people involved at 
Terre Haute have volunteered 
to help,” Mary Beth Walls re-
ported at the Monday, March 
25, CARE meeting.

Community Addiction Re-
sponse & Education (CARE) 
is an affiliation of health care 
providers, educators, commu-
nity leaders and concerned 
citizens that formed to combat 
opioid abuse.

A variety of programs exist 
to help addicts on their road to 
recovery, but Al-Anon is specif-
ically designed for non-abusers 
who have been touched by a 
loved one or friend’s addic-
tion. It is a support group to 
help those going through the 
ordeal and provides learning 
opportunities about how to 
change the family dynamic and 
address substance abuse issues.

Lisa Foster is volunteering 
to help Walls with the Al-Anon 
project and she said the meet-
ings are 6-7 p.m. Mondays at 
New Beginnings Church. An 
exact date to begin the meet-
ings has not been set but Fos-
ter is hoping a late April start is 
possible.

She added those involved 
with starting an Al-Anon chap-
ter are still looking at funding 
mechanisms to get the pro-
gram going because an import-
ant part of the Al-Anon culture 
is being an independent orga-
nization.

“Even though we are having 
it at New Beginnings Church, 
we are not affiliated with the 
church,” said Foster.

Jean McConkey, director of 
nursing at the Edgar County 
Health Department, reminded 
everyone of the April 22 Drug 
Take Back Day in conjunction 
with Prospect Bank’s Shred 
Day. April 22 is Earth Day and 
the bank is sponsoring a large 
commercial shredder so peo-
ple can bring unwanted and 
no longer relevant documents 
for anonymous shredding and 
recycling. 

The Drug Take Back Day is 
operating at the same location 
behind the bank and people 
with no longer needed or out-
dated prescription medicine 
may leave the medicine for safe 
disposal. Old over the counter 
medications are also accepted.

“Sheriff Wood will be there 
to operate the incinerator, and 
the Bionic students from the 
high school will also be there 
at different times to help,” said 
McConkey.

McConkey also reported on 
future plans by the education 
committee. A Trivia Night is 
Oct. 25 at the Tingley Recep-
tion Center and volunteers are 
needed to prepare food in ad-
vance of the event.

The committee is looking at 
organizing a fun run to coin-
cide with the Shrine Barbecue 
weekend, hosting a summer 
beach party for area youth and 
participating in national Red 
Ribbon Week Oct. 21-25 that 
takes an anti-substance abuse 
message into schools.

“We would like to do an ac-
tivity, but we need help because 
there are so many schools,” said 
McConkey.

Ken Polky, executive direc-
tor of the Human Resources 

Center of Edgar and Clark 
Counties, regards the work of 
the education committee as a 
valuable resource in getting a 
different message in front of 
area youth.

“It is important that we ad-
dress the opioid issue, but the 
more fundamental problem 
we have in this community is 
alcohol abuse,” said Polky, add-
ing he is personally dismayed 
when attending events by the 
number of adults who over 
consume alcohol thinking they 
need to do so to have a good 
time. It is a negative message 
that reinforces behavior in 
teens. “The more we can work 
with young people to give 
them a different perspective 
the better the chance to change 
attitudes.”

Along those same lines, 
McConkey said the health de-
partment is offering programs 
to area junior high schools and 
high schools on the dangers of 
vaping, which she said is be-
coming a major problem for 
school administrators.

Vaping is the practice of us-
ing electronic cigarettes, which 
promoters claim, without any 
scientific backing, are safer 
than regular cigarettes because 
the end product is water vapor 
rather than smoke. E-cigarettes 
are unregulated devices and 
the cartridges used in them of-
ten have higher concentrations 
of nicotine that regular tobac-
co. They are also adaptable for 
cannabis derived products.

According to McConkey, 
more education and more 
community involvement is es-
sential to overcome substance 
abuse because it is a communi-
ty problem.

“We are all affected by teens 
and adults engaging in sub-
stance abuse,” she said. 

and Jasper to seek funds for 
their statewide programs to 
assist visual and hearing-im-
paired citizens. 

The next city council 
meeting is 5:30 p.m. Mon-
day, April 8, with an agen-
da-setting meeting at 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 3, in city 
hall. Both are open to the 
public.

Al-Anon chapter forming in Paris

BY GARY HENRY
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A new method of inform-
ing the public regarding how 
local restaurants do on in-
spections by the Edgar Coun-
ty Health Department was 
discussed Monday, March 
25, at the county board study 
session.

Dan Bruner is the coun-
ty board’s delegate to the 
health department. He said 
the new procedure involves 
the inspector putting col-
or-coded placards on the 
entry doors to each eating 
establishment. A green card 
means the health inspection 
of the business had no find-
ing. An orange card reveals 
the inspector found infrac-
tions.

“The restaurant can take ac-
tion to correct the infraction 
and ask for a re-inspection,” 
said Bruner. “If they pass, they 
can get a green card without 
waiting for the next monthly 
inspection.”

Bruner also reported the 
animal shelter received a large 
food donation.

Board members John Chit-
tick and Karl Farnham Jr. 
raised an issue related to the 
bidding process for the con-
tract to provide ambulance 

service to the special service 
area consisting of Hunter, 
Stratton, Elbridge, Symmes, 
Grandview, Buck and Paris 
townships. 

Both men said members 
of the public have expressed 
concerns to them about con-
flict of interest between some 
board members and awarding 
the contract. 

“I voluntarily won’t vote,” 
said Bruner, noting he was 
employed by the hospital 
and continues to volunteer 
there.

Paris Community Hospital 
operates under the Horizon 
Health Banner and is one of 
the anticipated bidders for the 
contract.

Board member Andy Pat-
rick’s daughter Samantha Mc-
Carty is in charge of Horizon 
Health’s ambulance service 
along with her other duties at 
the hospital.

Chittick said some people 
have complained to him be-
cause county board member 
Derrick Lorenzen’s cousin 
sits on the hospital board.

“That doesn’t bother me 
so much,” said Chittick. “It 
would be hard to eliminate 
everything involving cousins 
in Edgar County.”

Per Farnham’s suggestion, 

the matter was forwarded to 
Edgar County State’s Attor-
ney Mark Isaf for an opinion 
regarding who is and isn’t 
conflicted so the matter is re-
solved before it is time to vote 
on the contract.

Lorenzen reported the 
airport improvement proj-
ect to enlarge the fuel farm, 
increase the apron size and 
install a card reader for fuel 
sales is on track to begin con-
struction. 

Discussion about a need to 
refurbish the airport entrance 
sign also noted a lack of direc-
tional signs on state Route 1 
helping motorists locate the 
airport. County engineer 
Aaron Lawson was asked to 
check with the Illinois De-
partment of Transportation 
(IDOT) to determine if 
IDOT can place signs on the 
highway.

Board president Jeff Voigt 
raised another issue related to 
the airport. 

He said bids came in higher 
than expected for a project to 
resurface the parallel taxiway 
and some other improve-
ments.

According to Voigt, Hansen 
Engineering and IDOT are 
reviewing the project looking 
for ways to save money. 

Health department rolls out a new 
restaurant inspection plan
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KANSAS - The Kansas 
School Board employed sev-
eral teachers for the upcom-
ing year during the Thursday, 
March 28, board meeting. 

The board approved hir-
ing Skyler Harford, Lindsay 
Shawver, Beth Gibson, Brid-
get Walters, Christy Pink-
ston, Amanda Gough and 
Jennifer Staley. In addition, 
the board approved tenure 

for teachers Lucas Voudrie 
and Ashley Burns.

Principal Cindy Spencer 
is also returning next year 
with a three-year contract. 
Also returning next year is 
Casey Harley as dean of stu-
dents.

Other staff employment 
appointments included hir-
ing April Noel for half-days 
and Gena Epperson at 54 
percent of the day. 

Justin Richardson will 

Kansas schools hire new teachers
serve as a volunteer assis-
tant coach of the Kansas 
High School baseball team 

Some employees of the 
school will notice a small 
pay increase. The board 
approved a 2 percent in-
crease in salary for the 
non-certified staff mem-
bers.

Other board actions 
included posting an open 
position for a part-time 
business teacher.
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Auburn
downs 
Carolina

KANSAS CITY, Mo. 
(AP) — The euphoria of 
reaching the Elite Eight for 
the first time in 33 years 
had already worn off and 
Auburn coach Bruce Pearl 
was left to arrange his brav-
est smile on his face.

His trigger-happy Ti-
gers were moving on in the 
NCAA Tournament.

They were doing it with-
out their most versatile 
player.

Behind yet another 
3-point barrage, No. 5 seed 
Auburn overcame a slow 
start to roar past top-seed-
ed North Carolina 97-80 in 
the Midwest Region semi-
finals Friday night. But the 
victory came only after 
sophomore forward Chu-
ma Okeke, who already 
had scored a game-high 
20 points and pulled down 
11 rebounds, sustained a 
gruesome injury to his left 
knee in the closing minutes 
of the game.

“It’s a bittersweet ac-
complishment because of 
Chuma getting hurt,” Pearl 
conceded. “In a game full 
of guys that have a chance 
to play at the next level, I 
thought he was the best 
player.”

Yet he didn’t do it alone. 
And that should give 
the Tigers (29-9), who 
matched the 1998-99 team 
for most wins in school 
history, some confidence 
as they aim for their first 
Final Four.

Malik Dunbar finished 
with 13 points, Bryce 
Brown and Danjel Purifoy 
scored 12 apiece, and Jared 
Harper scored nine while 
dishing out 11 assists in 
Auburn’s latest takedown 
of college hoops royalty.

It was Kansas last week. 
It was North Carolina 
on Friday night. It might 
be Kentucky next — the 
second-seeded Wildcats 
played No. 3 Houston in 
the second game in Kansas 
City.

“Three games away. 
That’s the bottom line,” 
said Brown, the catalyst 
of a team that rained in 17 
3-pointers against the Tar 
Heels. “I want to lead my 
guys to a national champi-
onship.”

The Tar Heels’ own title 
aspirations may have been 
brought down by the flu 
bug.

Leading scorer Camer-
on Johnson spiked a fever 
Thursday night, and he 
wound up going 4 of 11 
from the floor and scoring 
15 points. Top bench play-
er Nassir Little didn’t prac-
tice all week with the same 
symptoms, and he wound 
up scoring four points in 
just 12 minutes.

“Nassir didn’t have the 
same lift and Cam wasn’t 
the same person on the 
court, but those are just 
excuses,” said North Car-
olina coach Roy Williams, 
whose team was the first 
No. 1 seed to go down.

Auburn-Carolina was 
the track meet everyone 
anticipated from the open-
ing tip, the only difference 
that the Tar Heels pre-
ferred to go to the basket 
while the Tigers kept pull-
ing up for 3s.

Early on, they didn’t 
make nearly enough.

See AUBURN, Page 10A

Congratulations Congratulations 

Caleb Mullenix - Varsity Boys Track
Mullenix is the first Paris Tiger in school history

 to qualify for the Indoor Championships. 
Mullenix competed in the 60-meter hurdles.

Visit our                            page

Tigers find their offense
Paris pounds out 11 hits en route to commanding win over Lawrenceville Thursday

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

LAWRENCEVILLE — 
The Paris Tiger baseball team 
finally decided to take their 
bats with them on their trip 
to Lawrenceville on Thursday 
evening, March 28, coming 
home with an 11-1 rout of the 
Indians.

Paris (6-5) pounded out 11 
hits in the game — more than 
doubling their offensive out-
put in their previous two road 
games this week.

The Tigers wasted little 
time in getting on the score-
board as Mason Hutchings 
singled on the second pitch 
of the game, then scored on 
a ringing double from Jude 
Sullivan to give Paris the early 
lead. Neither team threatened 
to score again until the fourth 
inning.

Jacob Gates singled to start 
the fourth inning. Walks to 
Mitchell Worrell and Garrett 

King loaded the bases. Sam 
Mays — who was a pinch 
runner for Gates — was 
thrown out at the plate as he 
tried to score on a passed ball. 
With two outs, and on the 
seventh pitch of his at-bat, 
Bryce Kohlmeyer doubled 
down the left field line to 
bring home a pair of runs. 

Paris added a run in the 
fifth inning on an RBI ground-
out by Jacob Gates and then 
scored four runs in the sixth 
and three more in the seventh 
to put the game out of reach.

Kohlmeyer led the hitting 
attack for the Tigers with 
a pair of doubles and three 
RBIs. Brock Minor drove in 
four runs with a pair of sin-
gles. Jacob Gates added a pair 
of singles and also drove in a 
run. Hutchings had two hits, 
stole two bases and scored 
three times. Sullivan and Ca-
leb Gates each had a double 
and an RBI. Drew Pinkston 

singled and scored in his var-
sity debut.

Sullivan earned the victory 
on the mound as he went 4.1 
innings, allowing one run on 
five hits, while striking out 
four. Caleb Gates came on 
in the fifth and threw 1.2 in-
nings of perfect ball. Garrett 
King pitched the seventh and 
struck out the side.

The Tigers are scheduled 
for a doubleheader beginning 
at 11 a.m. today against Rob-
inson, weather permitting. 

STEW-STRAS 1, PARIS 0
STRASBURG — Good 

pitching will almost always 
beat good hitting. Great pitch-
ing will shut a team down.

The Paris Tigers (5-5) 
faced the latter on Wednesday 
afternoon, March 27, against 
Windsor/Stew-Stras. The Ti-
gers fell 1-0. 

Jude Sullivan collected the 
only hit in the game for the 

Tigers as he doubled in the 
fourth inning. Sullivan was 
also the only Paris baserunner 
throughout the entire game. 
Tiger hitters struck out a sea-
son-high 13 times.

The only run of the game 
came in the bottom of the first 
inning after a leadoff walk and 
a pair of back-to-back singles. 
Neither team threatened to 
score the rest of the way in the 
hour and 15- minute contest.

JT Johnson started on the 
mound for the Tigers and was 
saddled with the loss. He did 
not make it out of the first in-
ning after allowing one run on 
one hit and a walk. Mitchell 
Worrell came on and pitched 
3.2 innings of scoreless ball. 
He scattered three hits, 
walked two and struck out 
two. Freshman Zach Farnham 
pitched the fifth and sixth in-
nings allowing one hit while 
striking out one. 

Coach Creighton Tarr 

tipped his hat to the WSS 
hurler.

“The story of the game was 
the freshman pitcher,” Coach 
Creighton Tarr said. “The kid 
was a talented lefty that we 
struggled to do anything with. 
Despite Jude’s (Sullivan) hard 
hit ball, we had trouble mak-
ing any other solid contact all 
game.”

Tarr also lamented the fact 
that the Tigers have contin-
ued to pitch well, but just 
can’t seem to muster any of-
fense. 

“It’s unfortunate because 
Mitchell (Worrell) and Zach 
(Farnham) pitched their tails 
off,” the Tiger skipper said. 
“We currently have a team 
ERA of 2.60 which is out-
standing but, offensively, we 
are struggling to score runs.” 

Tarr noted the team has 
some younger guys that are 
getting used to seeing varsity 

See TIGERS, Page 10A

Tiger 
netters 
take win

LADY TIGERS FIND DEFENSIVE TEAMWORK

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

A well-executed defensive play by the Lady Tigers led to an out at first against Salt Fork on Thursday, March 28 at Roberts Field.  
Second baseman Katrina Strow, right, covers first base while Aubrey Sanders, left, makes room for the throw to first base and 
the out.

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

Lady Tiger pitchers Sami Potter and 
Sara Burger combined to pitch a shut-
out for Paris and allowed only one hit. 
The Lady Tigers are now 6-1 on the 
season.

Paris scored in every inning in the 
four-inning game, shortened by the 
mercy rule. The Lady Tigers scored 
five runs in the first, two runs in sec-
ond, one run in the third and seven in 
the fourth inning for 15 runs.

Kaitlyn Mathews was a terror at the 
plate for Paris, going a perfect 4 for 4 
with three singles and a double, pick-
ing up four RBIs. Her sister, freshman 
Kendall Mathews was 2 for 3 at the 
plate, picking up the only other extra 
base hit for Paris, a double, as well as 
a single. Carlei Sapp, Aubrey Sanders 
and Katrina Strow were all 2 for 3 at 
the plate each collecting two singles. 
Kelsie Dosch was 2 for 2 at the plate — 
both singles — while Whitney Todd 
and Sydney Fox each picked up a single 
for the Lady Tigers.

Potter and Burger combined to one-
hit the Lady Lions. Potter went three 
innings, allowing no runs on one hit 
while striking out three and walking 
three. Burger went the final inning, al-
lowing no runs on no hits while strik-
ing out one and walking no batters.

The Paris defense was on target as 
well as the Lady Tigers committed no 
errors while Marshall was charged with 
two miscues.

Molley Hoggatt picked up the only 

hit for Marshall, a single.
Lacy Seaton started in the circle 

for the Lady Lions and went 3 2/3’s 
innings, allowing 11 runs on 14 hits 
while walking one and striking out 
two. Claire David came into the game 
in relief and finished out the contest 
and was charged with four runs on two 
hits while walking three.

The Lady Tigers will resume action 
Tuesday, April 2, when they travel to 
Martinsville to take on the Lady Blue 
Streaks at4:30 p.m. Little Illini Confer-
ence action continues Thursday when 

the Flora Wolfgals will travel to Paris 
for a 4:30 p.m. contest.

The Lady Tigers are currently 
playing home game at Mayo Middle 
School’s Roberts Field, located just off 
Eads Ave.

PARIS 5, SALT FORK 1
The Paris Lady Tiger softball re-

turned to action on Thursday after-
noon, March 28 and notched their fifth 
win of the season with a 5-1 victory 
over the Salt Fork Storm at Roberts 

Lady Tigers pick up win 6

See PARIS, Page 10A

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Lady Tiger Karley Moore slides into second base with a little time to spare against 
the defense of Salt Fork at Thursday’s game at Roberts Field.  

BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas82@gmail.com

The Paris Tiger tennis 
team pulled off its fourth 
win of the season and their 
first in the LIC with an 8-1 
victory over the visiting 
Newton Eagles on Thurs-
day, March 28.

The blustery conditions 
didn’t seem to slow down 
the Tigers, according to 
Coach Stefan Aydt. “We 
had a very comfortable — 
but a little windy — day 
for our first home meet of 
the season,” Aydt said. “We 
won handily in the first 
sets of most of the singles 
matches, but to Newton’s 
credit, they fought back to 
make several of the second 
sets close. I’d like to see us 
work to come out stronger 
when we have a lead.”

Nathan Minnis made 
his debut as the new top 
singles player after play-
ing first in doubles most 
of last season. He started 
out strong with a 5-2 lead 
but had a couple of rough 
games to let his opponent 
back in before serving out 
the set at 6-4, Aydt said. 
Minnis swept the next set 
6-0. 

Caleb Lawson played 
an opponent who liked 
coming to the net in the 
number two singles, Aydt 
noted. The wind made lob-
bing a little difficult, but 
Lawson had lots of good 
passing shots and also 
some nice placement to 
win 6-1, 6-3. 

Sean Blair and Chase 
Hays played similar match-
es to each other at four 
and five singles, with both 
taking advantage of errors 
to win big in the first set 
before having to gut out 
close wins in the second, 
each winning by the score 
of 6-0. 6-4. Max Moody 
had the biggest win of the 
day at number six singles 
winning 6-1, 6-2. Hays and 
Moody both picked up 
their first two varsity sin-
gles wins. 

Tanner Clark took the 
only varsity loss on the 

See NETTERS, Page 10A
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P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials
Breaded Tenderloin 

$3.25

309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL  • (217) 465-5812

Cheeseburger, Fries 
& Drink      $5.25

Banana Splits 
are Back!

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK:
Lemon Drop

On Fridays
Cod Fish 

               Sandwich 
$3.75

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

Eagle Ridge Memberships 
Single Walk                      $ 900.00       Single w/Cart     $1600.00 
Couple Walk                    $1000.00      Couple w/Cart    $2000.00                 
Family Walk                     $1100.00      Family w/Cart    $2200.00      
Trail Fee $600.00              JR Golf Membership (7-High School Senior) $200.00
Storage Fee $75.00        Club Rental $10.00

Daily Fees   9 Holes              9 Holes              18 Holes             18 Holes 
                  w/ Cart                                           w/ Cart
Monday    $ 9.00              $15.00  $13.00  $23.00
Tuesday – Thursday  $10.00              $17.00  $15.00  $29.00
Tuesday & Thursday Twilight $10.00              $14.00  $15.00  $20.00
(After 3pm)
Friday – Sunday   $15.00              $22.00  $20.00  $34.00
Saturday & Sunday Twilight $10.00              $15.00  $15.00  $25.00
(After 3pm)
Kids 7-14   $7.00              $7.00                  $14.00  $14.00 
(With paying adult)
Eagle Combo Packages Cards
10 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart $ 275.00             CDGA System: $30 
20 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart  $ 525.00
30 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart           $ 750.00
*** Punch Card will have a total of 30 punches.  For each 18 hole round, your card will be punched 3 times; 
for each 9 hole round, your card will be punched 2 times.  Good Weekdays and Weekends.  NOT VALID 
FOR TOURNAMENTS OR OUTINGS. THESE CARDS ARE TO BE USED BY ONE INDIVIDUAL ONLY!!!

928 Clinton Road, Paris, IL 61944 • www.eagleridgeparis.com  • 217-463-3434

Eagle Ridge Golf Course Rates2019

Appreciate 

your VOTE

•  Served 12 years as Paris Public Health and 
     Safety Commissioner

•  Retired after 31 1/2 years at Paris Fire 
     Department

•  Appliance Service Technician for several years

Bob

Boyer
City Council

for

pitching but, from a coaching 
perspective, “we ultimately 
need to do more to be produc-
tive and find ways to get guys 
on base.”

GEORGETOWN-RF 7, PARIS 5
GEORGETOWN — Af-

ter leading throughout the 
five innings on Monday af-
ternoon, March 25, against 
the Georgetown-Ridge Farm 
Buffaloes, the Paris Tiger 
baseball team was not able to 
close things out and fell by the 
score of 7-5.

Paris was a victim of their 
own mistakes, as the Tigers 
committed four errors.

The Tigers lit up the score-

board first in the second in-
ning as Brock Minor led off 
with a double and advanced 
to third on a wild pitch. He 
scored when Eric Speicher 
grounded out to give the vis-
iting team the 1-0 lead. 

Paris added three runs 
in the third inning as Bryce 
Kohlmeyer singled, then Ma-
son Hutchings and Jude Sulli-
van walked to load the bases. 
Caleb Gates doubled on the 
first pitch that he saw, plating 
two runs. Minor drove in the 
third run of the frame with a 
sacrifice fly to score Sullivan.

Hutchings led off the top 
of the fifth inning with a dou-
ble to left field and would 
come in to score on an RBI 
groundout by Caleb Gates. 
That was the last time the Ti-

gers would touch home plate. 
Paris would threaten in the 
sixth and seventh innings but 
were unable to come up with 
a timely hit. 

Tiger skipper Creighton 
Tarr had this to say about his 
team’s effort on Monday. 

“Caleb (Gates) got us out 
to a nice start on the mound. 
He was in control throughout 
the first four innings,” Paris 
Coach Creighton Tarr said. 
“Georgetown got hot in the 
fifth inning and it turned out 
to be too much.” 

Tarr was pleased with his 
squad’s mettle in the late in-
nings saying, “I liked how we 
came back in the seventh in-
ning by loading the bases but, 
unfortunately we were unable 
to get a hit when we needed 

it.”
No Tiger hitter had more 

than one hit in the game with 
Caleb Gates leading the way 
with a double and three RBI’s. 
Minor and Hutchings each 
added a double, with Hutch-
ings scoring twice and Minor 
driving in one. Sullivan, Jacob 
Gates and Kohlmeyer each 
added a single to round out 
the hitting.

Caleb Gates cruised 
through the first four innings 
allowing one unearned run 
on two hits. He did not walk 
a batter and struck out six. 
Minor was saddled with the 
loss as he allowed six runs 
(two earned) on six hits. He 
walked one and struck out 
four in taking the hard-luck 
loss.

TIGERS
FROM PAGE 9A

Lady Tiger pitchers Sami 
Potter and Sara Burger com-
bined to pitch a shutout for 
Paris and allowed only one 
hit. The Lady Tigers are now 
6-1 on the season.

Paris scored in every in-
ning in the four-inning game, 
shortened by the mercy rule. 
The Lady Tigers scored five 
runs in the first, two runs in 
second, one run in the third 
and seven in the fourth inning 
for 15 runs.

Kaitlyn Mathews was a ter-
ror at the plate for Paris, going 

a perfect 4 for 4 with three 
singles and a double, picking 
up four RBIs. Her sister, fresh-
man Kendall Mathews was 2 
for 3 at the plate, picking up 
the only other extra base hit 
for Paris, a double, as well as 
a single. Carlei Sapp, Aubrey 
Sanders and Katrina Strow 
were all 2 for 3 at the plate 
each collecting two singles. 
Kelsie Dosch was 2 for 2 at the 
plate — both singles — while 
Whitney Todd and Sydney 
Fox each picked up a single 
for the Lady Tigers.

Potter and Burger com-
bined to one-hit the Lady 
Lions. Potter went three in-

nings, allowing no runs on 
one hit while striking out 
three and walking three. Burg-
er went the final inning, allow-
ing no runs on no hits while 
striking out one and walking 
no batters.

The Paris defense was on 
target as well as the Lady Ti-
gers committed no errors 
while Marshall was charged 
with two miscues.

Molley Hoggatt picked up 
the only hit for Marshall, a 
single.

Lacy Seaton started in the 
circle for the Lady Lions and 
went 3 2/3’s innings, allowing 
11 runs on 14 hits while walk-

ing one and striking out two. 
Claire David came into the 
game in relief and finished out 
the contest and was charged 
with four runs on two hits 
while walking three.

The Lady Tigers will re-
sume action Tuesday, April 2, 
when they travel to Martins-
ville to take on the Lady Blue 
Streaks at4:30 p.m. Little Illini 
Conference action contin-
ues Thursday when the Flora 
Wolfgals will travel to Paris for 
a 4:30 p.m. contest.

The Lady Tigers are current-
ly playing home game at Mayo 
Middle School’s Roberts Field, 
located just off Eads Ave.

PARIS
FROM PAGE 9A

evening, as he struggled to 
get momentum against an 
opponent who hit some very 
well-placed shots, falling 6-2, 
6-4. 

With the meet clinched 
with a 5-1 lead after singles, 
Paris was able to play Jus-
tin Wells and Coy Landrum 
up to third doubles, where 
they took a 6-3 sweep for the 
win with some good volleys 
and consistent baseline play. 
Chase Hays and Tanner Clark 

teamed up to win 6-4, 6-2 for 
second doubles, where both 
had some great hustle shots 
to keep points going and 
lead to errors from Newton. 
Nathan Minnis and Caleb 
Lawson took a 6-3, 6-2 win at 
first doubles. Both teams had 
some great shots, but the Ti-
gers was able to gain control 
of more points at the net to 
take the win.

Paris will travel to Shel-
byville Tuesday, April 2, for 
their next meet with a 4:30 
p.m. start time. 

NETTERS
FROM PAGE 9A

Yet they managed to track 
down all the long boards, al-
lowing Pearl’s team to hang 
tough on the glass against the 
team with the nation’s No. 1 
rebounding differential. That 
in turn gave them second and 
third chances down floor, and 
allowed Auburn to take a 41-
39 lead into the break.

The Tigers’ run eventually 
reached 14-0 spanning half-
time, giving them the first 
double-digit lead of the game. 
Williams finally relented and 
called timeout, and the gen-
teel North Carolina coach 
with the aw-shucks disposi-
tion spent most of it savagely 
ripping into his bench.

The Tar Heels responded, 
at least for a while. But even 
when Maye and Johnson 
managed to trim their deficit 
to 60-54 with 13 minutes left, 
and a building solidly packed 
with Carolina blue began to 
stir, a brazen bunch of Tigers 
answered by rejecting a pair 
of dunks and knocking down 
a 3.

Or two or three of them.
In fact, they knocked down 

five straight 3s at one point. 
Purifoy had two, prompting 

Williams to ask, “Who has 
No. 3!?” The answer was no-
body: Purifoy knocked down 
another for good measure.

“I’ll never use that halftime 
talk again,” Williams said, 
“because it sure as dickens 
didn’t work.”

The Tigers’ momentum 
finally slowed when Okeke’s 
left knee buckled on the way 
to the basket. The sophomore 
forward crumpled to the floor 
along the baseline, rolling 
around in agony and disap-
pointment, and it eventually 
took two trainers to help him 
limp to the locker room.

“We think it could be se-
rious,” Pearl said. “In those 
moments you begin to see 
what these guys are made of, 
the fabric. Our guys started to 
pray, and asked God to watch 
over our brother.”

Then the Tigers gave him 
something good to watch in 
the locker room.

Brown knocked down one 
more 3 to give the Tigers an 
88-72 lead with 2:12 left, then 
took a steal for an emphatic 
breakaway dunk that the left the 
backboard shaking, and a single 
section sporting orange oppo-
site the Auburn bench joined 
the celebration with a team 
headed back to the Elite Eight.

AUBURN
FROM PAGE 9A



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 2019  |  11ANEWS

Your One-Stop
LIQUOR STORE

(217) 463-5010
601 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL  61944

We also have....
Lottery, Video Gaming, Groceries and Great Wine  Selection

MON-TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI-SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

**Watch for our in-store specials!**

for all your beer, wine & liquor needs.

Wind energy is a 
weather-proof cash crop 
paying more than $245 
million to American 
farmers annually.

Wind farms provide 
farmers with another 
opportunity to 
capture value from 
their land’s natural 
resources while 
enabling traditional 
farming practices 
to continue.

Everyone is at risk for eye disease based 
on many different factors.  Overall, how-
ever, women are at a greater risk than 

men.  This is especially true during pregnancy and 
after menopause.  Women at these times are also 
more susceptible to having prescription changes 
and dry eye problems causing stinging, burning and 
excess watering.  Many medications and especially 
birth control pills may also lead to greater sensitivity 
to sunlight, so sunglasses with 100% ultraviolet pro-
tection may be indicated.  Women are also at a higher 
risk than men for macular degeneration.  Proper hor-
mone supplementation may also reduce the speed of 
cataract growth after menopause.  Remember proper 
nutrition and an active lifestyle absolutely reduces the 
risk for all kinds of problems with the eye and your 
general health.  As always take any questions to your 
eye care specialist!

EYES
On Women

By Aaron Rhoads, O.D.

Chittick Family Vision Center
Committed to your total vision health

Aaron Rhoads, O.D., Optometrist
112 S. Main Street, Box 95  Paris, IL

(217) 465-6461

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Life changes sometimes 
prompt hard decisions and 
that is the situation con-
fronting Rosemary Ogle.

After more than 50 years 
of involvement as a Red 
Cross volunteer, Ogle is 
stepping away. That decision 
was prompted by a prior 
decision to move into the 
Lodge of St. Charles, an in-
dependent living facility, at 
Covington, Ky., in order to 
be near her daughter. 

“I enjoyed it,” Ogle said 
about her time with the 
Red Cross. “I enjoyed work-
ing with the people. I will 
miss all of the people and 
my friends. It is the hardest 
thing to give up.”

Ogle increased her in-
volvement with the Red 
Cross after retiring from the 
Paris City Clerk’s office in 
1968. At that point, she had 
more time to devote to the 
monthly blood drives in the 
city, but her participation 
with the Red Cross started 
before she retired.

She served on the disaster 
committee and the local Red 
Cross board while she was 

Ogle devotes more than 50 years as Red Cross volunteer
employed by the city. Her in-
volvement as a board mem-
ber ended several years ago 
when the Paris Red Cross 
operation consolidated with 
the Terre Haute, Ind., office.

Volunteering in some ca-
pacity for different organi-
zations is something that 
comes naturally for Ogle.

“Sometimes I wonder why 
I didn’t just keep on work-
ing,” she said.

In addition to the Red 
Cross, she volunteers at the 
hospital, and serves on the 
boards for the senior cen-
ter, Faith in Action and St. 
Mary’s Church. 

Volunteering gives her a 
sense of satisfaction from 
being around people and 
helping people. She does not 
understand why people don’t 
volunteer.

“When people say they are 
bored staying home – there 
are options for getting out 
and helping,” she said.

Ogle understands about 
making changes. Immedi-
ately after high school grad-
uation, she went to work for 
the state highway depart-
ment. He next employer was 
the federal Farmer’s Home 
Administration. She left that 
job to raise a family and was 
away from the work force for 
15 years before accepting a 
job with the Edgar County 
Treasurer’s Office. She later 
went to work for the Paris 
City Clerk, and that is the 
position she retired from.

Ogle acknowledged she 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Rosemary Ogle’s last day as an Edgar County Red Cross volunteer was Monday, March 25, ending 
an involvement that spanned more than 50 years.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Rosemary Ogle, left, was surprised with a special recognition 
during her last day of volunteering with the Red Cross blood 
draw in Paris. Kelly Kaufman, right, a Red Cross account man-
ager, honored Ogle’s more than 50-year commitment to the Red 
Cross with a special certificate and a bouquet of flowers.

is finding this new change 
a more difficult adjustment 
than retiring.

“This has been a hard one 
– losing all of my friends and 
moving,” she said.

On the upside, Ogle 
thinks there will be volun-
teering opportunities within 
the Lodge of St. Charles or-
ganization.

Her last day helping the 

Edgar County Red Cross 
was the Monday, March 25, 
blood drive, and she was sur-
prised with a special recog-
nition.

Kelly Kaufman, a Red 
Cross account manager, 
made the trip from Peoria to 
present Ogle with certificate, 
a bouquet of flowers and an 
expression of gratitude on 
behalf of the Red Cross.

resisting a police officer, a 
Class A misdemeanor resist-
ing a police officer and a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct charges. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled.
nTrevor J. Henke, 36, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine, a Class 4 felony 
obstruction of justice and a 
Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference.
nTimothy M. McClain, 

35, Paris, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to 
a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine and a 
Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of drug paraphernalia 
charges. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.
nNicki N. Thompson, 33, 

Paris, denied a petition to 
revoke his court supervision 
sentence for Class A misde-
meanor driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol conviction. 
A pretrial conference was 
scheduled.

OTHER MATTERS
nStanton T. Hanks, 27, 

Oakland, failed to appear in 
court. The court imposed 
a four-day jail sentence at-
tached to his Class 4 felony 
possession of a controlled 
substance conviction. A no- 
bond arrest warrant was is-
sued.
nMichael S. Lenhart, 35, 

Paris, was sentenced on a pe-
tition to revoke his probation 
for a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine convic-
tion. He was resentenced to 
150 days in jail to begin April 
1, two years of conditional 
discharge and ordered to pay 
all previous financial obliga-
tions.

In another matter, Lenhart 

was resentenced on a petition 
to revoke his conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class B 
misdemeanor criminal tres-
passing. He was resentenced 
to 30 days in jail with good 
conduct credit to apply to run 
concurrently with his previ-
ous felony conviction and one 
year of conditional discharge.
nJacob V. Ortiz-Wilson, 

29, Danville, learned the state 
dismissed his Class 1 felony 
methamphetamine delivery 
charge.
nClyde E. Smith, 52, Met-

calf, failed to appear in court. 
The court imposed a 30-day 
jail sentence attached to his 
Class C misdemeanor disor-
derly conduct conviction. 
nValarie K. Tretter, 37, 

Paris, learned the warrant for 
her arrest was quashed by 
the court. Her conditional 
discharge was terminated for 
her Class A misdemeanor vi-
olating an order of protection 
conviction. 
nAshley D. Vest, 26, Paris, 

was sentenced on a petition 
to revoke her probation for a 
Class 2 felony burglary con-
viction. She was resentenced 
to 150 days in jail with credit 
for 17 days previously served, 
36 months of conditional dis-
charge and ordered to pay all 
previous financial obligations. 
She must also remain within a 
40-mile radius of Paris.
nBobbie J. Wilson, 49, Par-

is, learned the state withdrew 
a petition to revoke his condi-
tional discharge sentence for 
a Class A misdemeanor retail 
theft conviction.

WARRANTS
Warrants were prepared 

and issued when the follow-
ing individuals failed to an-
swer the court call: Jacqueline 
J. Baldwin, 35, Chrisman; 
Tyson W. Ducharme, 34, Ver-
milion; Anthony R. March-
ant, 36, Paris; Dawn M. Ordi-
way, 34, Paris; and Candace L. 
Petticrew, 37, Paris.

RECORD
FROM PAGE 4A

ADVERTISING:
The engine

of this free



12A |  SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 2018    |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netPHS MUSICAL NEWSIES

NO CLOSING 
COSTS

= equals =

MONEY SAVED!

Make a splash using the equity
in your home

to finance your dreams!

*Subject to credit approval. Additional requirements may apply. Closing costs are various expenses or outside fees 
incurred when a borrower closes a new loan. These expenses/ fees may include the cost of a mortgage title policy or 
search, charges for preparation and recording of mortgage or security documents, appraisal fees, application fees,  

credit report charges and other similar real estate related expenses.

Now through April - No Closing Costs* 
APPLY ONLINE at BANKPROSPECT.COM

Premier office space 
on the square
Complete with furniture.  

Contact 
Tom Hebermehl at 808-1203

Premier office space 
on the square

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant
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buy-backs to their sellers, in-
creasing the amount of money 
the newsies received for their 
work.

The Broadway musical, 
which played for more than 
1,000 performances, is a 
high-energy family show, 
Laughlin said. The staging in-
cludes a three-story scaffold, 
provided by Midwest Res-
toration. Laughlin said the 
Broadway musical had moving 
towers.

“We knew we didn’t have 
the ability to electronically 
move towers so we came up 
with the next thing,” Laugh-
lin explained. The scaffolding 
stays on stage for the entire 
performance and is used by the 
actors.

The two-act production is 
filled with great music, Laugh-
lin said, including perhaps the 
most well-known song, “Seize 
the Day,” as well as “Brooklyn’s 
Here,” “Santa Fe,” and “Some-
thing to Believe In.”

Tickets for the show went 
on sale Saturday, March 23, 
with 25 percent of the available 
tickets sold in the first week-
end, Laughlin said. All tickets 
are $10 and are reserved seat-
ing. Tickets may be purchased 
from 1-3 p.m. Sunday, March 
31, in the lobby of the Paris 
Center of Fine Arts as well as at 
Prospect Bank during regular 
business hours. The tickets are 
also available for purchase on-
line at https://pcfa.ticketleap.
com/. 

The leader of the newsies 
is Jack Kelly, played by senior 
Bryce Gladding. Fellow lead-
ers of the newsies are Sean 
Blair, Davey and Max Moody, 
Crutchie. Hannah Bowers 
plays Katherine Plummer, the 
reporter who eventually be-
comes Jack’s love interest. 

Other Newsies and cast 
members include Noah Riggs, 
Race; Graham Templeton, 
Les; Sadie Cassity, Medda Lar-
kin; Joseph Pulitzer, Nathan 
York; Jacob Fellars, Albert; Da-
kota Brown, Specs; Shayleigh 
Cline, Henry; Christiana Mar-
lowe, Finch; Daegan Hood, 
Romeo; Cole Myers, Elmer; 
Bailey Aitken, Mush; Chance 
Westerfield, Buttons; Kadi 
Henry, Splasher; Riley Griffith, 
Tommy; Katrina Strow, JoJo; 
Peyton Hughes, Mike; Abby 
Andrews, Ike; Lia Rigdon, 
Spot; Caroline Martin, Peyton 
Lenhart and Blanca Martinez, 
Newsies; Shane Daugherty, 
stage manager, Bill; Jordyn Da-
vid, Hannah; Bailey Johnson, 
Bunsen; Sash Serkov, Nunzio/
Jacobi; Brady Wiseman, Sny-
der; Treston Jones, Wiesel; 
Elizabeth Kennedy, Morris 
Delancey and Elizabeth Taylor, 
Oscar Delancey.

Ensemble members are 
Patty Trammel, Hailey Under-
wood, Emilee Roush, Alexis 
Milner, Mellie McCulloch, 
Kelley Whitehead, Rebekah 
Alexander, Katt Waltz, Victo-
ria Bracken, Harlee Englum, 
Makayla Thomas, Emma 
Scott, Kendra Cartright and 
Maggie Herbek. Mini Newsies 
are Lauren Bowers and Harri-
son Hays.

The part of Gov. Teddy 
Roosevelt was part of a silent 
auction during a recent drama 
club fundraiser. Sharing the 
part during the performances 
will be Eric Marlowe, Lloyd 
Simpson and Brian Blair.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Bryce Gladding has the lead role of Jack Kelly in the Paris High 
School production of “Newsies.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Cub reporter Katherine Plummer, played by Hannah Bowers, 
is inspired and determined to tell the story of the underpaid 
newsboys and all examples of despicable child labor occurring 
in New York City. Paris High School students are performing the 
musical “Newsies.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The newsies celebrate their victory over corporate greed and indifferent capitalism in the final 
production number of “Newsies” by Paris High School. The number is also a celebration for star-
crossed lovers played by Bryce Gladding and Hannah Bowers, center, finally recognizing their 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Lisa Rigdon proudly proclaims Brooklyn is joining the strike by 
New York City newsboys for better pay and working conditions 
for all child laborers in the city. The Paris High School drama 
program is presenting “Newsies” as the spring musical.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The newsboys of New York organize for a strike seeking better 
working conditions and fairer pay after getting a raw deal by the 
newspaper publishers. Left to right, Sean Blair, Graham Temple-
ton and Bryce Gladding.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

An angry Jack Kelly, played by Bryce Gladding, center, confronts a circulation manager on behalf 
of the other newsboys after the publisher raises the cost of the paper making it harder for the 
street urchins to make a living selling papers.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Shayleigh Cline, left, and Noah Riggs, right, share a scene in 
“Newsies,” the Paris High School spring musical.
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With spring finally here, hunters 
everywhere will soon be out in their 
favorite spots searching for the ev-
er-elusive morel mushroom. People 
all over will be light stepping through-
out the countryside and gently brush-
ing back debris in hopes of finding a 
patch of morels.

In my opinion, when cooked right 
the wild morel mushroom is one 
of the tastiest and delicate morsels 
of food that one could ever partake 
in. There are many varieties that are 
sought after. On the downside, there 
are many look-alikes that could leave 
one ill or dead.

Wild mushrooms can be found 
in plain sight or hidden by the over-
growth. Each type has its own unique 
flavor that some people love and oth-
ers find not so appetizing.

In Illinois, the most sought after 
wild mushroom is the morel, and the 
demand is such a pound of morels 
can sell for up to $50. Some local mar-
kets may carry them for those who 
want morels but don’t like tromping 
through the woods to find them.

Besides the yellow, black and grey 
morels there are many other wild 
mushrooms that are edible and de-
licious such as puffballs, coral fungi, 
honey mushrooms and my personal 
favorite, the maitake, which is better 
known as the hen of the woods.

There are a couple of important 
early preparation steps readers are 
encouraged to follow when dealing 
with wild mushrooms. First, give the 
mushrooms a thorough rinse since 
most grow in dirt and some flour-
ish in manure. The second step is to 
soak them in an ice bath with a good 
amount of salt to kill any hidden in-
sects.

Everyone has their own way to 
cook mushrooms and this can result 
in a fair amount of disagreement and 
controversy. One person’s recipe may 
be absolutely delicious to many, but 
someone else may find it sacrilegious 
and a disgrace to the dainty fungi. 

My favorite way of cooking de-
pends on the variety of mushroom 
I have on hand and my mood at the 
time. Sometimes I just want a nice 
batch of morel mushrooms coated in 
egg, seasoned in flour and pan fried in 
butter. Just writing this has my mouth 
watering. Other times I love to switch 
it up a bit and turn morels into some-
thing that many do not expect, such 
as a nice wild mushroom gravy to 
top my beautifully grilled burger with 
Swiss cheese.

The other varieties of mushrooms 
may be spun into a vast amount of 
dishes, causing many diners to go 
back for more. One of my personal 
favorites, the hen of the woods, is very 
tasty and meaty. It is suitable for many 
different cooking methods. Some 

One of the wonderful joys 
of life is camping.  

It’s a rewarding experience, 
no matter 
your age, 
but proba-
bly best if 
you take a 
vacation trip 
and include 
children and 
grandkids. 
They love 
it and talk 
about their 

adventures for a lifetime. 
Camping, though, comes 
in different forms, meaning 
different things to different 
people.

Each form features advan-
tages and disadvantages. The 
simplest and least expensive 
is to purchase a tent and 
sleeping bags. This method 
can be great fun, but people 
grow tired of driving stakes, 
building campfires, walking 
trails to rest rooms, taking cold 
showers and packing food. So 
they upgrade.  

They buy small trailers 
with portable beds, or bigger 
ones that include kitchens. 
One option is to purchase a 
camper to set into the bed of 
a pickup truck. Or a larger 
version that sets on a one-ton 
chassis. Some folks can afford 
an RV, much larger with more 
conveniences.  

RVs like this are similar 
in size to Greyhound buses. 
They can cost around a million 
dollars. Some owners attach an 
auto to the RV to broaden its 
versatility. After all, these big 
giants can’t drive on narrow 
trails.

Doogie, a friend of mine, 
shares an adventure with a 
good-sized RV. He and the 
Mrs. traveled all across the 
country in it and towed a 
pickup behind. One day they 
drove it eastward across Ala-
bama and turned south along 
Florida’s west coast.  

As they approached Tampa, 
enjoying glimpses of the 
beautiful Gulf of Mexico, 
they decided to park the RV, 
disconnect the pickup, and 
use the smaller vehicle to drive 
inside the Tamps-St. Peters-
burg area while they visited 
some relatives and tourist 
attractions. Late in the day, ac-
tually after dark, they planned 
to return to the RV and travel 
back north.

As previously stated, every 
form of camping travel has at 
least one major disadvantage. 
When one abandons an RV 
and parks it in a populated 
area, especially an unfamil-
iar area, it can be difficult 
to locate when you return. 
Darkness only worsens the 
problem.

That’s what happened to 
Doogie. He recalled park-
ing it just off Route 19, but 
upon return he navigated a 
different highway. Nighttime 
complicated matters. He and 
the wife saw nothing familiar. 
They had lost their RV.

The couple searched until 
after midnight. By this time 
they were tired and irritable, 
shouting at each other with 
scolding language that tested 
their Christianity. They knew 
they were in the right vicinity, 
but that wasn’t much help. 
They even flagged a state 
trooper to enlist his assistance. 
He spent a half-hour cruising 

How to 
lose an RV

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

Elmer T. Bass, a Make 
America Great Again guy, 
walked into the local bar, 
plopped 
down on a 
stool beside 
me and 
ordered a 
Black Rus-
sian. Turn-
ing to me, 
he rumbled, 
“Are you 
that FAKE 
news guy, 
Harry Reynolds?”

Elmer was a big, burly guy, 
with “Mother” tattooed on 
his arm. He sported a “Make 
America Great Again” cap. You 
do not mess with a guy like 
that, particularly when you are 
76, and 50 pounds lighter. I 
calculated the best response.

    “Well, yes, I am,” I replied, 
“a 100-percent FAKE news 
guy. I have been one for over 
40 years as a newspaper editor 
and columnist. I was not aware 
of my fakeness until Donald 
Trump, once he was president, 
and subjected to criticism, 
exposed me. Great hat, Elmer, 
but not as great as mine – 
which I inadvertently left at 
home.” 

Elmer appeared doubtful. 
“Oh, yeah,” he growled. Clear-
ly, it was necessary to placate 
Elmer lest he pound me to a 
pulp.

“Make America Even 
Greater Again is embossed on 
my baseball cap,” I declared. I 
rose from the stool and saluted 
the flag in the corner. Elmer 
seemed satisfied.

“I knew you were not really 
a commie-loving, wild-eyed 
liberal.” Elmer patted me on 
the back and ordered me a 
couple of vodkas. “I really 
like this Russian stuff,” he 
said. “Putin and Donald are 
buddies, you know.”

Which, I could understand. 
After all, Putin told Trump 
that Russia did not interfere in 
our elections, Scout’s honor.  
Why would the dictator of a 
country, not to mention a for-
mer KGB officer, and enemy 
of the United States, do such 
a thing?

Elmer mulled things over a 
few minutes. “I used to think 
that fat, little North Korean 
dictator, Kim Jong-un, would 
nuke us. But, never fear, 
Trump thinks he is a great guy; 
admires his strong leadership. 
People get out of line over 
there Kim feeds them to the 
hogs, or uses them as target 
practice.”

By this time, having im-
bibed a great deal of the vodka, 
and being persuaded by my 
friend’s potent arguments, I 
had to admit that Elmer was 
right.

Having exhausted the 
discussion of the virtues of the 
two dictators, Elmer turned 
to the resolutions passed by 
the U.S Senate and House 
of Representatives opposing 
the president’s declaration of 
a national emergency on the 
Mexican border. 

I pointed out that the emer-
gency at the border was taking 
an inordinately long time. 

By this time, half the pop-
ulation of South and Central 
America should be in the Unit-
ed States.

Indeed, Jose and Antonio 
may be the only Mexicans left 
in Mexico.

What’s the 
emergency?

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

Finding morel ground
Danny Briseno/The Prairie Press 

To some this overgrown area, located in northern Illinois, may not be enticing but to sharp-eyed mushroom hunters it is a 
dream come true. 

See CODGER, Page 9B

In the spirit of spring 
testing season let’s start with 
a challenge. What do these 
have in common; “12:21, 
Mom, Dad, Radar, Racecar?”

Going all the way back to 
fifth grade English and the 
study of palindromes pro-
vides the answer. These are 
symmetric words spelled the 
same forward and backward, 
but what does an English 
lesson have to do with science 
and genetics in particular? 
There is a connection, and 
because of it we are on the 
cusp of a transformative 
revolution.

It started in 1987 as 
scientists were starting to 
understand the true makeup 
of DNA gene strands. In the 

study of E-coli bacteria, the 
same bacteria in the news for 
food concerns, they stumbled 
upon a totally unexpected 
pattern in the DNA.

The DNA double helix 
consists of two long strands 
of base pairs. There are only 
four pairs, which are identi-
fied as A, T, G and C, which 
are connected like Tinker 
Toys® in repeating patterns 
with sequences going on for 
thousands of pairs in differ-
ent orders along side-by-side 
strands. 

Researchers were just 
beginning to sequence E-coli 
and ran across paired sets of 
AT-GC sequences that were 
Palindromic or forward/
backward symmetric. In 

between the bookend Palin-
drome pairs was a nonsense 
pattern that seemed foreign. 

Genet-
icists kept 
finding these 
bookend 
pairs with 
cut foreign 
sequences 
between. It 
took several 
years but 
through an 
amazing in-

sight they figured it out. The 
foreign stuff in the middle 
was made of gene sequences 
stolen from a virus. It was the 
bacteria’s immune system. 

Lowly E-coli found a way 
to grab identifying gene 

sequences from virus cells. 
When a virus attacked but 
didn’t kill the bacteria, the 
bacteria grabbed a signature 
gene and stored it between 
those bookend pairs. It is 
used as a reference to identify 
the danger if that line of virus-
es is encountered again. Since 
DNA replicates, the bacte-
ria will have this signature 
forever.

E-coli took it one step 
further. Not only did it build 
a library of virus signatures, 
but it found a tool to destroy 
that virus. 

The very nature of life 
depends on DNA being easy 
to break and reform. RNA is 
the guide to direct custom 
proteins sequences to break 

those AT-GC connections 
at specific points. Using 
custom proteins the strand 
can be cut and reformed like 
unzipping. 

E-coli uses a Cas9 protein 
to go after an invading virus 
known as dangerous. Like 
a virus chainsaw massacre, 
E-coli ravages the virus with 
Cas9 chopping its DNA to 
pieces. It was about 2005 
when scientist put the story 
together. They immediately 
realized this was the tool they 
needed to efficiently cut and 
splice genes at any point in 
the sequence desired.

It was the dawn of 
CRISPR-Cas9 gene editing. 
CRISPR stands for “Clus-
tered Regularly Interspaced 

Short Palindromic Repeats.”        
The protein enzyme making 
the cut is protein-9 nuclease 
(Cas9). The editing tech-
nique was developed in 2012. 
In the last two years it has 
exploded and is a staple in 
every genome research lab. 

They build short-RNA 
sequences as a template 
for the gene they want by 
matching round and square 
hole patterns. The RNA will 
follow a DNA strand until it 
finds a fit. Like a lock and key 
where the tumblers line up 
CAS9 executes a precise cut 
at the exact gene. What used 
to cost tens of thousands can 
now be done for under $100 
per trial. We are on the verge 

Cut-and-paste genetic manipulation raises ethics questions

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B

SEARED MAITAKE MUSHROOM 
LEEK RÉMOULADE  

1 leek, white and pale-green parts  
        only, thinly sliced

Kosher salt
½ small shallot, finely chopped
2 cornichons, finely chopped
⅓  cup vegan or regular 
   mayonnaise
2 Tbsp. Dijon mustard
1 Tbsp. capers, finely chopped
1 Tbsp. chopped fresh dill
1 Tbsp. chopped fresh tarragon
Freshly ground black pepper
Mushrooms
2 garlic cloves, finely chopped
2 Tbsp. plus ½ cup olive oil
2 8-oz. maitake mushrooms,       

       cleaned, halved through the stem
Kosher salt and freshly ground  

       black pepper

Cook leek in a small saucepan of 

boiling salted water until tender, about 
4 minutes, and drain. Transfer to a 
colander set in a bowl of ice water. Let 
cool, drain and transfer to paper towels.

Mix shallot, cornichons, mayonnaise, 
mustard, capers, dill, tarragon and 3 
Tbsp. water in a small bowl, adding 
more water as needed to thin. Fold in 
leek; season with salt and pepper.

For mushrooms : 
Combine garlic and 2 Tbsp. oil in a 

small bowl. Heat remaining ½ cup oil 
in 2 large skillets over medium-high 
heat. Season mushrooms with salt and 
pepper. Cook each, cut side down, in 
a skillet, pressing to flatten once they 
begin to soften, until golden and crisp, 
about 3 minutes per side. Reduce heat 
to low. Drizzle garlic mixture around 
mushrooms and cook until garlic is 
golden, about 1 minute; turn mush-
rooms to coat.

Spoon leek rémoulade onto plates 
and top with mushrooms.

See SEASON, Page 9B

 Danny Briseno/The Prairie Press 

When one takes the time to carefully sear a hen of the woods, or maitake, 
mushroom the result is a rich golden brown plate of deliciousness that is a 
flavor explosion in the mouth.

WILD MOREL CREAM SAUCE  

10 ounces fresh morel mushrooms, 
cleaned and sliced 1/4-inch thick
1 Tbsp butter
One-quarter cup finely chopped  

        red onion
½ teaspoon cracked black pepper
2 Tbsp brandy (optional)
1 cup whipping cream
One-quarter cup reduced-sodium  

        chicken stock or broth
2 C shredded spinach
2 tsp snipped fresh tarragon or  

        basil

Grilled steak or chicken

In a large skillet over medium-high 
heat cook and stir morels in hot butter 
for 3 minutes.

Add onion and pepper; cook for 2 
minutes. Remove skillet from heat; add 
brandy, if desired.

Return to heat and cook for 1 
minute. Add cream and chicken stock; 
cook and stir for 6 to 8 minutes until 
desired consistency. When finished 
this sauce makes a great topper for a 
grilled steak or the juiciest mushroom 
and Swiss burger

uses include a ramen-style soup with 
vegetables. Another option, and one 
of the most common, is seared hen of 
the woods. 

It is a simple method that allows the 
wild fungi’s flavor to stand out and be 
enjoyed without having to fight with 
other flavor profiles. 

Mushroom hunting can quickly 
send one to the emergency room 
or worse. Many of the edible mush-
rooms have twins that are not edible 
and may be deadly. I cannot overstate 
the caution that is needed when con-
suming wild mushrooms. If there is 

THERE’S PLENTY OF SHROOM OUTSIDE
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Special to The Prairie Press

New members were recently inducted into the Jr. Beta organization at Shiloh Junior High School. Jr. Beta is 
an academics honors program for junior high school students. Seated, left to right, are: Charlie North, Lilyan 
Brown, Lillian North and Grant North. Standing, left to right, are: Chance Mullenix, Shaylun Christenberry, Lydia 
Richardson, Briton Tischer, Thaylee Barry, Jacob Smith and Garrett Pollock.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Paris School District 95 vo-
cal and instrumental students 
earned honors — including 
best of the day — at the annu-
al Illinois Elementary School 
Association (IESA) Solo and 
Ensemble Contest at Crest-
wood School Saturday, March 
23.

According to Paris 95 in-
strumental director Christina 
Farley 57 band and chorus 
students participated in the 
contest, a spring tradition for 
music students. There were 97 
total entries, she said. There 
were 15 participants from Car-
olyn-Wenz Elementary School 
and 42 participants from Mayo 
Middle School.

Participants performed a 
solo;  or small group ensemble 
in front of a judge for a ranking 
of Division I, II or III. The Paris 
95 music department received 
64 Division I, seven Division II 
and one Division III ratings. 

Earning honors as best of 
the day in the brass ensemble 
division was the Mayo Brass 
Quintet composed of Abigail 
Grubb, Caradan Hoffman, 
Will Templeton, Mytchel Tay-

lor and Kalvin Rigdon. The vo-
cal ensemble of Will Temple-
ton, Maelynn Redmon, Ethan 
Vice, Mytchel Taylor, Kalvin 
Rigdon and Seth Worthington 
received Best of Day for vocal 
ensembles. Ethan Vice won 
Best of Day for his vocal solo . 

Instrumental students who 
earned Division I ratings were 
Abby Sanders, clarinet solo; 
Ian Theirl, alto sax solo; Tay-
lor Shewey, oboe solo; Lau-
ren Kuhn, clarinet solo; Ava 
Barrett, oboe solo; Elizabeth 
Slimp, clarinet solo; Cloe 
Thompson, flute solo; Ryne 
Boren, baritone solo; Will 
Templeton, piano solo; Will 
Templeton, baritone solo; Gra-
ham Templeton, piano solo; 
Graham Templeton, alto sax 
solo; Karson Landsaw, bari-
tone solo; and Logan Curl, 
snare drum solo. 

Also Carlee Longest, flute 
solo; Anna Shirley, flute solo; 
Emerson Barrett, horn solo; 

Morgan Gann, oboe solo; 
Kalvin Rigdon, trumpet solo; 
Kaylee Powell, flute solo; 
Ethan Vice, alto sax solo; Paven 
Walker, tenor sax solo; Zavier 
Quinn, trombone solo; Noah 
Dundas, baritone solo; Hud-

son David, trombone solo; 
Brennan Hemrich, horn solo; 
Carter Cash, saxophone solo; 
Kathryn Jones, clarinet solo; 
Sophia Givens, clarinet solo; 
Gabby Collins, clarinet solo 
and Kaitlyn Welch, trumpet 
solo. 

Vocal soloists who earned 
Division I ratings were Claire 
Young, vocal solo; Emerson 
Barrett, vocal solo; Kalvin Rig-
don, vocal solo; Ethan Vice, vo-
cal solo; Mytchel Taylor, vocal 
solo; And Seth Worthington, 
vocal solo. 

Instrumental and vocal 
ensembles who earned a Di-
vision I rating were Kathryn 
Jones and Maddy Posey, clar-
inet duet; Brennan Hemrich, 
Carter Cash and Hudson Da-
vid, brass trio; Lauren Kuhn 
and Carlee Longest, mixed 
woodwind duet; Kenzie Ball, 
Ian Theirl and Zavier Quinn, 
mixed trio; Gabby Collins 
and Sophia Givens, clarinet 
duet; Keara Butler and Kend-
all Close, clarinet duet; Abby 
Grubb and Caradan Hoffman, 
brass duet; Kenzie Bal and Lil-
ly Keys, trumpet duet Jaidyn 
Simpson and Lily Smittkamp, 
mixed duet; Maelynn Red-

mon, Kalvin Rigdon, Mytchel 
Taylor, Will Templeton, Ethan 
Vice and Seth Worthington, 
vocal ensemble; Morgan Gann 
and Olivia Keys, vocal duet; 
Jasmine Littlejohn and Jasmine 
Strow, flute duet; Ava Barrett 
and Taylor Shewey, oboe duet; 
Addy Reel and Abby Sanders, 
clarinet duet; Abby Grubb, 
Caradan Hoffman, Kalvin Rig-
don, Mytchel Taylor and Will 
Templeton, brass quintet; Gra-
ham Templeton and Ian Theirl, 
alto sax duet; Savannah New-
comer and Meridian Vest, alto 
sax duet;  Ryne Boren, Garrett 
Rigdon and Drew Templeton, 
brass trio and Emi Cheesman 
and Jaidyn Simpson, alto sax 
duet.

Solos and ensembles who 
received a Division II rating 
were Anna Shirley, vocal solo; 
Karson Landsaw, Elizabeth 
Slimp and Cloe Thompson, 
mixed trio; Morgan Gann 
and Anna Shirley, woodwind 
duet; Chad Oakes and Zavier 
Quinn, brass duet and Bailey 
Plew and Elizabeth Slimp, 
clarinet duet.

Earning a Divison III rating 
were Julie Ashby and Kaitlyn 
Welch, trumpet duet. 

Paris students rank in IESA music contest

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
KANSAS – The Kansas 

School District has released 
the third quarter honor roll for 
junior high and high school.

Seventh grade: high hon-
ors, Emily Drummond, Kat-
ey Ehlers, Ella Noel; honors, 
Todd Morris.

Eighth grade: high hon-
ors, Brooke Baker and Jack-
son Ehlers; honors, JT Clore, 
Wyatt Knoll, JT Clore, Wyatt 
Knoll, Jonathan Melton, Car-
ter Phillips, Kindre Quick, 
Tristan Quick, Collin Rhoads 
and McKinsey Tate.

Ninth grade: high honors, 
Meredith Morrisey; honors, 
Jacob Caldwell, Bryce Farr, 
Alexis Gallion and Olivia 
Noel. 

Tenth grade: high honors, 
Melia Eskew and Caleb Da-
vidson; honors, Grace Bartels, 
McKayla Brown, Levi Coonce, 
Megan Fulk, Marita King, Zoie 
Parker and Aydonne Sutton.

Eleventh grade: high honors, 
Grace Harmon, Nick Mitchell 
and Cailynne Phillips; honors, 
Ann Brown, Natalee Gough, 
Brianna Lowry and Catherine 
Shick.

Twelfth grade: high honors, 
Olivia Allison, Lucas Alvarez, 
Grace Burnside, Bailey Drum-
mond, Maiya Eskew. Sean 
Harrison, Grace Hammond, 
Morgan Houia, Malte Kleink-
necht, Trenton Pinnell and Ivy 
Shanks; honors, Haylie Bolton, 
Blake Lee, Madison Fulk, Zach 
Harris, Anthony Jones, Blake 
Lee, Melania Noel and Mason 
York. 

Kansas 
honor roll
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Wed 04/03:
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beans & roll

Fri 04/05:
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& garlic toast
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green beans &
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Jazz pizazz for you and your family from the talents 
of Rose Hulman University! 
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Tonight’s the Night!

NEW SHILOH JR. BETA INITIATES

“Sometimes, emergencies 
do take a long time,” replied 

Elmer. Thanks to Trump, 
after he builds his 750-mile, 
50-foot-high, concrete wall, 
the hordes of murderers, rap-
ists, gangs, toddlers and killer 
babies will be stopped.

“Thanks to the emergency 
decree, the president has all 
the time he needs to take 
funds from the defense, 
Homeland Security, FBI and 
CIA budgets to pay for the 
wall.”

Well, by this time, Elmer 
had convinced me the presi-
dent was absolutely right, but 
I still was not convinced that 
children should be separated 

from their parents and in-
carcerated. Elmer, being the 
epitome of logic, explained.

“You have to watch the 
kids; the babies in particu-
lar,” he sighed. “The babies 
are the real problem. “Who 
wants to poke around in a 
baby’s diapers?“

That made sense. You 
do not mess with diapers, 
especially, when they are full 
of you-know-what.

It also raises the question, 
is the emergency Trump 
declared full of you-know-
what?

(Harry Reynolds is a 
retired editor and columnist 
from the Mattoon Journal 
Gazette and Charleston 
Time-Courier. He recently 
started writing occasional 
columns for the fun of it, in 
which he offers a different look 
at life and aging. Email him at 
reynoldsharry1943@gmail.
com)

THAT’S THE POWER OF

BRINGING 
EDGAR COUNTY 
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Young women were 
trapped by tables, bulky 
equipment and doors that 
locked or opened the wrong 
way as flames enveloped the 
eighth, ninth and 10th floors 
of the Asch Building in New 
York City’s Greenwich Village  
March 25, 1911. 

As people struggled to 
escape, several fell into the 
flames, their bodies piling by 
blocked exits. Others leapt — 
in twos and threes — out the 
burning building’s high win-
dows.

The March 25, 1911, Tri-
angle Shirtwaist Fire was one 
of the deadliest workplace 
catastrophes in U.S. histo-
ry, claiming the lives of 146 
workers, most of them women 
immigrants in their teens and 

twenties. The fire was so hor-
rific it shocked the conscience 
of New Yorkers and others 
across the nation leading to 
changes in safety regulations 
and more diligent efforts to 
enforce them. 

The fire, says Paul F. Cole, 
director of the American La-
bor Studies Center, “awakened 
a nation to the dangerous and 
deplorable conditions that 
many workers faced on a daily 
basis.”

The disaster’s causes were 
complex. In the early 1890s, 
immigrants from Italy and 
eastern Europe came to the 
United States in search of a 
better life, but instead often 
found themselves in places 
such as the Triangle Waist 
Company, where they worked 
12-and-a-half-hour days for $6 
a week, according to an AFL-

CIO history of the fire. They 
had to supply their own nee-
dles, thread, irons and some-
times, even their own sewing 
machines. 

Working conditions were 
so bad that the women didn’t 
even have access to a bath-
room in the building, and 
doors were locked so they 
couldn’t go outside and slow 
down production. Though 
the place was filled with high-
ly flammable materials, there 
was little attention paid to fire 
prevention.

Discontent over wages 
and working conditions at 
Triangle and the city’s other 
garment factories led tens of 
thousands of workers to strike 
in 1909, seeking concessions 
such as a 20 percent pay hike 
and a 52-hour week, as well 
as safer working conditions. 

Most of the factory owners 
quickly settled, but Triangle’s 
owners resisted the demands. 
When the strike ended in 
February 1910, workers went 
back to their jobs without a 
union agreement, according 
to the AFL-CIO history.

On the afternoon of Sat-
urday, March 25, 500 people 
were working in Triangle’s 
factory, which occupied three 
floors in a building. Court tes-
timony later placed the blame 
for the blaze on a fire that start-
ed in a fabric scrap bin on the 
eighth floor, which probably 
was ignited by a discarded cig-
arette shortly before the facto-
ry’s 4 p.m. closing time. 

Triangle had water buck-
ets in place for extinguishing 
fires, a common practice in 
garment factories at the time. 
One worker, Mary Domsky-

Abrams, later recalled the 
buckets were empty. 

Another worker, Cecil-
ia Walker Friedman, who 
worked on the ninth floor, 
said that she was ready to leave 
work when she looked to the 
window and saw flames. Ev-
eryone around her started to 
scream and holler, but many 
were hindered in getting away. 
“The girls at the machines 
began to climb up on the ma-
chine tables, maybe because it 
was that they were frightened 
or maybe they thought they 
could run to the elevator doors 
on top of the machines,” Fried-
man said. “The aisles were nar-
row and blocked by the chairs 
and baskets. They began to fall 
in the fire.”

Firefighters eventually 
found a six-foot-high pile of 
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For tellers at a Shrewsbury, Penn-
sylvania bank, the final days of March 
1979 should have felt like business as 
usual. Instead, they were sheer chaos: 
customers piled up, trying to withdraw 
money in the days before ATMs. 

“Customers were stopping by with 
their cars packed up to flee, withdraw-
ing their cash,” recalled bank teller Bai-
ley Brown in 2014. “One even showed 
me the diamond necklace she bought; 
she figured we were all going to die and 
she wouldn’t have to pay for it.” 

Shrewsbury wasn’t under evacua-
tion orders during the nuclear disaster 
at Three Mile Island. But people were 
evacuating from the town 40 miles 
away from the power station anyway. 
The response by local, state and nation-
al officials had been so alarming — and 
confusing — the public didn’t know 
what to think. 

The disaster itself was made worse by 
human error. And the botched public 
response was no different. During the 
tense days following the accident, con-
flicting reports and recommendations 
made it hard to know what to believe. 
Was the area on the verge of a “China 
Syndrome”-style catastrophe, or was it 
just fine to stay at home? 

Today, the response to the Three 
Mile Island nuclear crisis is considered 
a textbook example of what not to do 
during an emergency. But before 4 a.m. 
on the morning of March 28, 1979, 
nobody had made adequate plans as 

to how to respond to an accident at 
the nuclear power plant. That morn-
ing, a chain reaction began inside one 
of Three Mile Island’s nuclear reactors. 
Due to a constellation of mechanical 
and human errors, the reactor’s auto-
matic cooling system didn’t cool down 
the reactor as expected, and a partial 
meltdown occurred. For hours, the 
radioactive core of the reactor was left 
uncovered, causing radiation levels to 
spike throughout the facility. 

It took until nearly 7 a.m. for reactor 
staff to notify local and state authori-
ties about the situation, and at 7:24 
a.m., an emergency was declared. But 
though officials had begun respond-
ing to what they considered to be an 
emergency, the outward-facing mes-
sage downplayed the danger. The day 
after the partial meltdown occurred, 
an official from the Nuclear Regulato-

ry Commission (NRC) told the pub-
lic the danger had passed. 

But that wasn’t what officials were 
told. By the night of March 29, they’d 
been briefed on the radiation and told 
the reactor had suffered more dam-
age than previously thought. And on 
March 30, there was a radiation release 
that provoked even more confusion. 
Different agencies relayed conflicting 
information as to whether an evacua-
tion should happen. After waffling, the 
NRC advised everyone within 10 miles 
of the power plant to stay inside. A few 
hours later, the NRC said pregnant 
women and small children should leave 
the area. Other residents were told to 
remain inside. 

Meanwhile, all hell was breaking 
loose at the facility as a hydrogen bub-
ble in the reactor threatened to trigger 
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As the Supreme Command-
er of Allied forces in Europe 
and leader of the D-Day inva-
sion, Gen. Dwight D. Eisen-
hower became legendary for 
his ability to get officers and 
armies from different nations 
to work together to defeat Nazi 
Germany. 

But if needed, he was also 
willing to take a more confron-
tational approach. 

Just a few months before the 
critical D-Day invasion, Eisen-
hower threatened to quit his 
command and go back to the 
United States. He had been in 
heated talks with British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill 
over a controversial plan to 
bomb the French railway and 
road system ahead of the Nor-
mandy invasion.

The so-called Transporta-
tion Plan — largely devised by 
a British zoologist-turned-mil-
itary strategist named Solly 
Zuckerman with the help of 
British Air Marshal Arthur 
Tedder — called for diverting 
Allied strategic bombers that 
had been hammering German 
industrial plants. Eisenhower 
wanted them to temporarily 
shift to a new mission — crip-
pling the transportation infra-
structure the Germans might 
use to move troops and equip-
ment to the coastal region, thus 
hindering them from rushing 
to counter the Allied invasion 
force.

“Eisenhower wanted to use 
our heavy strategic bombers, 
the big four-engine planes that 
were built to destroy German 
cities and the economy, and 
send them to wreck the French 
roads and railway system,” ex-
plains Robert Citino, executive 
director of the Institute for the 
Study of War and Democracy 
and senior historian at the Na-
tional World War II Museum 
in New Orleans.

For Eisenhower, the switch 
in bombing seemed like a 
no-brainer. He knew landing 
a massive invasion force and 
overcoming the elaborate lay-
ers of defenses the Germans 
had built along the coast would 
be an incredibly difficult task, 
and the consequences of a fail-
ure would be catastrophic.

“He thought he had to do 
everything possible to make 
sure Rommel couldn’t kick 
them off the beaches,” explains 
military historian Carlo D’Es-
te, author of biographies of 
both Eisenhower and Chur-
chill. “The Transportation Plan 
played into that. He probably 
thought, we’ve got to have ev-
ery advantage we can get, to 
avoid a disaster.”

But Arthur “Bomber” 
Harris, head of the Royal Air 
Force’s strategic bomber com-
mand, and his American coun-
terpart, Gen. Carl “Tooey” 
Spaatz, didn’t see it that way. 
They weren’t under Eisenhow-
er’s command, and their crews 
were accustomed to attacking 
massive industrial plants and 
German cities, not railroad 
switches and stations scattered 
across the countryside. To 
them, it seemed like a waste 
of resources, a diversion from 
their real mission.

“That was probably Eisen-
hower’s biggest frustration—
his lack of control over the air 
forces, and their unwillingness 
to listen to him and desire to go 
their own way,” D’Este says.

To make matters even worse 
for Eisenhower, the Trans-
portation Plan had another, 
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Back in the 1990s, it took 
nearly a decade for paleon-
tologists in Canada to extri-
cate the massive Tyranno-
saurus rex skeleton known 
as “Scotty” from its solid 
sandstone casing. 

Now, for the first time, 
researchers from the Uni-
versity of Alberta have tak-
en Scotty’s detailed and 
accurate measurements. At 
nearly 42 feet long, the di-
nosaur weighed an estimat-
ed 19,555 pounds (8,870 
kg) when it roamed prehis-
toric Saskatchewan some 66 
million years ago, making it 
the world’s largest known T. 
rex, and the biggest dinosaur 
ever found in Canada. 

Through painstaking 
work, paleontologists man-
aged to recover about 65 
percent of the specimen 
officially known as RSM 
P2523.8 after its discovery 
nearly 30 years ago. But un-
til recently, the enormous 
fossil hadn’t been complete-
ly prepared for analysis. The 
new research, led by paleon-
tologist Scott Persons from 
the University of Alberta, 
was published in the journal 
“The Anatomical Record.” 

By measuring Scotty’s 
hip, leg and shoulder bones, 
Persons and his team were 
able to estimate the dino-
saur’s nearly 10-ton body 
mass. Their study of Scotty 
was the first to take detailed 
measurements, and to com-
pare the specimen to other 
known T. rex fossils, includ-
ing the famous “Sue,” once 
considered the biggest T. rex 
skeleton ever found. Discov-
ered in 1990 in South Dako-
ta, Sue weighed in at 18,651 
pounds (8,460 kg), around 
5 percent lighter than Scotty. 

“This is the rex of rexes,” 
Persons said in a statement. 
“There is considerable size 
variability among Tyranno-
saurus. Some individuals 
were lankier than others 
and some were more robust. 
Scotty exemplifies the ro-
bust.” 

Scotty, which got its 
nickname after researchers 
shared a bottle of scotch on 

Canadian 
T. Rex is 
officially 
the biggest

See T-REX, Page 4B

Chaos on Three Mile Island

See FIRE, Page 4B

Eisenhower 
threatened 
to quit just 
before D-Day

See D-DAY, Page 4B

1911 fire begot outrage

Special to The Prairie Press

At Three Mile Island on March 28, 1979, a minor valve malfunction at the power station’s number two reactor led to a partial 
meltdown of the core. No one was hurt, and the small amount of radiation released had no effects on human health or the 
environment. Number two’s cooling towers are seen in the background behind number one’s which have operated brilliantly 
since that time.

Special to The Prairie Press

The mixed messaging coming out of the Three Mile Island accident was so bad, it gave 
rise to a whole new public relations field — crisis communications. Experts say Three 
Mile Island wasn’t just a nuclear accident. It was a public relations debacle.

Triangle Shirtwaist factory fire exposed cruel, unsafe conditions, led to safety laws

The Three Mile Island 
accident was made worse 
by a chaotic response

See ACCIDENT,  Page 4B
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bodies jammed up against a 
door to the back stairway, ac-
cording to the New York Tri-
bune.

Friedman herself somehow 
made it to the elevator, only 
to watch as the elevator car 
went down the shaft, leaving 
the door open. Desperate, she 
wrapped a decorative muff 
around her hands, leaped into 
the shaft and grabbed the ele-
vator cable, sliding all the way 
to the bottom. The impact 
broke her arm and finger, and 
she suffered a head injury and 
a burn that stretched the length 
of her body. But she survived.

Others weren’t so lucky. 
The fire escape bent under 

the weight of workers trying 
to flee. Some workers waited 
at the windows for help, only 
to watch in dismay as firefight-
ers’ too-short ladders couldn’t 
reach them. Faced with being 
burned alive, some workers 
chose to leap — sometimes 
in twos and threes — to their 
deaths, according to a 2011 
New York Times retrospec-
tive. The fire didn’t destroy the 
building itself, and by sunset, 
police and firemen were laying 
out bodies on the sidewalk.

A week after the fire, New 
Yorkers packed an emergency 
meeting at the Metropolitan 
Opera House to call for action 
on fire safety. A few days later, 
an estimated 350,000 people 
joined in a massive funeral pro-
cession for the fire’s victims.

The factory’s owners, Isaac 
Harris and Max Blanck, were 
put on trial for manslaughter, 
but were found not guilty in a 
trial that December, after the 
judge gave jury instructions 
that made it difficult to convict 
them. As journalist David Von 
Drehle, author of a book on 
the fire, notes in a 2018 essay, 
the pair had to be escorted out 
a side door of the courthouse 
to avoid an angry crowd. To 
settle lawsuits against them, 
they eventually paid $75 in 
compensation to each victim’s 
family—a fraction of the $400 
per death that they were paid 
by their insurer, according to 
the U.S. Department of Labor.

While the factory had haz-
ardous conditions inside, 
some of the blame also fell on 

New York City government, 
which hadn’t done much to 
ensure safe workplaces and 
wasn’t prepared for such a 
fire. 

With public outrage grow-
ing, New York state legislators 
enacted a law creating the Fac-
tory Investigating Commis-
sion, a watchdog agency with 
sweeping powers to probe 
labor conditions throughout 
the state. Over the next two 
years, it investigated thou-
sands of workplaces — not 
just garment factories, but   
meat-packing and chemical 
plants as well.

On a larger scale, the Trian-
gle fire convinced the nation 
the government had a respon-
sibility to ensure workers had 
a safe place to do their jobs. 
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an explosion. That evening, of-
ficials faced facts: They might 
need to evacuate everyone 
within a 20-mile radius, an 
order that would affect over 
600,000 people in six sur-
rounding counties. 

“What to do?” wrote the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. “Lock 
up and leave? Wait and hope 
for the best? Wait to be told to 
evacuate? On a broader level, 
the incident on Three Mile Is-
land, once a recreation area, has 
disrupted every aspect of civil 
and private life in a five-county 
area around the state capital.” 

But what residents may not 
have realized was there were 
no evacuation plans. “Plans to 
evacuate [nearby residents] 
were made during the TMI 
accident,” noted the Feder-
al Emergency Management 
Agency in a 1980 report on the 
disaster. As conflicting reports 
continued to circulate, local 
agencies made reactive plans 

they had no idea if they would 
have to carry out. 

Some local residents weren’t 
going to risk it. About 40 per-
cent of people who lived with-
in 15 miles of Three Mile Island 
evacuated themselves, order or 
no order. And officials sparred 
on the evacuation orders that 
had been issued. Governor 
Dick Thornburgh came under 
fire for supposedly hesitating 
to evacuate women and chil-
dren. “My information is that 
he was dragged kicking and 
screaming to the decision to 
evacuate women and children,” 
U.S. Rep. Bob Carr told the AP. 

Thornburgh’s aides denied 
the claims, saying the governor 
had made a scientific decision-
to go forward with the evacua-
tion. In fact, the governor had 
asked the government for a 
single point person because he 
was receiving so much conflict-
ing advice. President Jimmy 
Carter responded by dispatch-
ing Harold Denton, a nuclear 
safety expert, to coordinate the 
response.

Though Denton’s presence 
helped officials get their sto-
ry straight, and prompted a 
speedier resolution to the cri-
sis, the public’s panic wasn’t 
over yet. Area priests stoked 
fears by granting general abso-
lution — a blanket forgiveness 
of sins to church attendees, 
an act only reserved for use 
in wartime or extremely dan-
gerous situations. Local state 
parks and the Red Cross began 
to prepare for a mass exodus. 
As nuclear stock values plum-
meted, the Federal Reserve 
shipped cash to the area in ar-
mored cars to help banks keep 
up with the demands of evac-
uating people. And in prepara-
tion for a potential crisis situa-
tion, hospitals began to admit 
only emergency cases. 

It took until April 4 for offi-
cials to announce that a hydro-
gen bubble wouldn’t burst, and 
April 9 for the evacuation or-
der for women and children to 
be lifted. By then, the response 
to the disaster had raised seri-
ous concerns. In the years after 

the disaster, the behavior of lo-
cal and federal officials and the 
area’s evacuation plans were 
carefully scrutinized.

Dozens of reports and anal-
yses came to the same conclu-
sion — the response was even 
worse than the disaster itself. 
In the wake of the accident, 
public distrust of the nucle-
ar power industry grew. The 
NRC changed its emergency 
preparedness plans, including 
creating an emergency center 
that was staffed 24/7 instead 
of relying on hastily created 
response committees during 
disasters. 

Today, the crisis is still an-
alyzed as an example of what 
not to do when it comes to an 
emergency situation. And for 
people who live in the area, the 
disaster hasn’t been forgotten. 
The potential health fallout of 
the disaster is still being de-
bated. And though the station 
is slated to close by the end 
of 2019, improved emergen-
cy plans are still at the ready 
should the worst occur. 

more powerful opponent 
— Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill, who already was 
feeling uneasy about the in-
vasion, since the depleted 
British army — “they were 
running on fumes,” D’Este 
explains — couldn’t afford 

D-DAY
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another punishing setback. 
Added to that was another 
dilemma. Eisenhower wanted 
to drop bombs on France, an 
Allied country the British and 
Americans were supposed to 
be liberating, and in addition 
to destroying the railroads, the 
raids ran the risk of inflicting 
casualties among the French 
civilian population. 

Eisenhower told his oppo-
nents their Oil Plan, as they 
called it, wouldn’t do him 
much good. As historian Ste-
phen E. Ambrose has written, 
Eisenhower argued the Ger-
mans had hidden oil and gas-
oline in camouflaged depots 
across France, so knocking 
out their plants in Germany 
wouldn’t help the invasion.

On March 22, Eisenhow-
er dictated a memo detailing 
the history of the dispute. By 
the time that he finished it, he 
was so irked he bluntly stated 
if his opponents didn’t give in 
quickly, he planned, “to take 

drastic action and inform the 
Combined Chiefs of Staff that 
unless the matter is settled, at 
once I will request relief from 
this Command.”

He made the threat more 
explicitly in a conversation 
with Tedder, the British offi-
cer who backed Eisenhower’s 
plan. “By God,” Eisenhower 
told him, “You tell that bunch 
that if they can’t get together 
and stop quarreling like chil-
dren, I will tell the prime min-
ister to get someone else to 
run this damned war. I’ll quit.”

Apparently, the threat 
worked. The prime minister 
did express his misgivings in a 
subsequent meeting with the 
British War Cabinet. Even-
tually, Churchill decided to 
sign off on the Transportation 
Plan, though he tried to dif-
fuse the responsibility by put-
ting the question to President 
Franklin Roosevelt for final 
approval. FDR told Chur-
chill military considerations 

trumped the humanitarian 
question.

Eisenhower’s gambit had 
worked. “Eisenhower, who 
always claimed not to know 
anything about politics, actu-
ally was a supremely political 
general,” Citino says. “I think 
he knew exactly what impact 
his threat to resign would have.”

Eisenhower deftly avoided 
backing Churchill into a cor-
ner, by directly giving him an 
ultimatum that would have 
threatened him with loss of 
face. Instead, he made the ac-
tual threat to others, whom 
he knew would report back 
to the prime minister that Ike 
was at the end of his patience. 

In the end, the way Eisen-
hower threatened to quit only 
showed the depth of his dedi-
cation to making D-Day a suc-
cessful operation in defeating 
the Nazis. It also demonstrat-
ed the deft political skill that 
eventually helped him to 
reach the White House.

the night of its discovery, is 
not just the largest-ever T. rex, 
but also the oldest. By study-
ing the growth patterns on the 
dinosaur’s bones, the paleon-
tologists estimated that it died 
in its early 30s—an unusually 
long life, by Tyrannosaurus 
standards. 

It was also a rough life. Scot-
ty suffered broken ribs and a 

jaw infection, the researchers 
found. They observed what 
looked like bite marks on his 
tail, possibly battle scars in-
curred in a fight with another 
T. rex. 

Though the size difference 
between Scotty, Sue and other 
known Tyrannosaurus spec-
imens may not be that sig-
nificant — and certainly lies 
within the margin of error for 
calculating the weights of such 
prehistoric predators — Scot-

ty still pushes the threshold of 
the maximum T. rex size high-
er than previously thought. 
Paleontologist Thomas Carr 
from Carthage College, who 
was not involved in the new 
study, told Gizmodo that Scot-
ty’s new weight calculation, 
“changes our picture of what 
is within the range of possibil-
ity for these large animals and 
expands our understanding of 
the biology of large theropods 
at that extreme end of the size 
range.”

Curious viewers will 
soon be able to see the big-
gest-known king of the dino-
saur world for themselves: 
In May 2019, the Royal Sas-
katchewan Museum is set to 
open a new exhibit featuring 
Scotty’s skeleton. 
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Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381
firstmid.com

Financial Solutions 
for every step of life.

BANKING  |  WEALTH MANAGEMENT  |  INSURANCE

“We may have changed our name, 
but our customer-focused service and 
values are still the same.”

Meet Tiffany Buckner

When customers stop by the Paris banking center, they’ll be greeted by 
one of their own — Tiffany Buckner, who was born and raised in Paris. 
As Assistant Branch Manager, Tiffany is responsible for supervising 
the teller lines and assisting the branch manager with day-to-day 
operations. Tiffany has four years of banking experience, and is a 
customer service expert. She knows each, if not every, customer by 
name and is always willing to go above and beyond to help. 

Tiffany enjoys volunteering at community events and getting to know 
the residents. If you see her out in the community, be sure to say hi!

Stop by our Paris location to meet Tiffany, and to find out how 
she can help you achieve your financial goals.

Real Estate Auction
Monday April 15th – 6 PM Central 

1,639 sq. ft. house 
with Garage

Property:  
307 West Elizabeth St.

Paris, IL

Great starter home or 
an investment property!

Wednesday April 10

Lincoln Trail State Park, Marshall, IL • 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1
For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail Family 
         Restaurant

NEW HOURS START APRIL 1, 2019
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  

11 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday and Saturday  
8 a.m.-9 p.m. 

Sunday  8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Monday

Important discussions 
start HERE.
101 N. Central Ave., Paris n 217-921-3216 n www.prairiepress.net

KNOWLEDGE IS FREE — AND DELIVERED 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 
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While billions of people believe Jesus 
of Nazareth was one of the most import-
ant figures in world history, many others 
reject the idea that he even existed at all. 
A 2015 survey conducted by the Church 
of England, for instance, found that 22 
percent of adults in England did not be-
lieve Jesus was a real person.

Among scholars of the New Testa-
ment of the Christian Bible, though, 
there is little disagreement that he ac-
tually lived. Lawrence Mykytiuk, an 
associate professor of library science at 
Purdue University and author of a 2015 
Biblical Archaeology Review article 
on the extra-biblical evidence of Jesus, 
notes there was no debate about the is-
sue in ancient times either. “Jewish rab-
bis who did not like Jesus or his follow-
ers accused him of being a magician and 
leading people astray,” he says, “but they 
never said he didn’t exist.” 

There is no definitive physical or ar-
chaeological evidence of the existence 
of Jesus. “There’s nothing conclusive, 
nor would I expect there to be,” Myky-
tiuk says. 

“The reality is that we don’t have ar-
chaeological records for virtually any-
one who lived in Jesus’s time and place,” 
says University of North Carolina reli-
gious studies professor Bart D. Ehrman, 
author of “Did Jesus Exist? The Histori-
cal Argument for Jesus of Nazareth.” 

“The lack of evidence does not mean 
a person at the time didn’t exist. It means 
that she or he, like 99.99 percent of the 
rest of the world at the time, made no 
impact on the archaeological record,” 
Ehrman said.

Archaeologists, though, have been 
able to corroborate elements of the New 
Testament story of Jesus. At the site of 
ancient Nazareth, his biblical childhood 
home town, archaeologists have un-
earthed a rock-hewn courtyard house 
along with tombs and a cistern. They 
have also found physical evidence of 
Roman crucifixions such as that of Jesus.

The most detailed record of the life 
and death of Jesus comes from the four 
Gospels and other New Testament writ-
ings. “These are all Christian and are 
obviously and understandably biased in 
what they report and have to be evaluat-
ed very critically indeed to establish any 
historically reliable information,” Ehr-
man says. “But their central claims about 
Jesus as a historical figure — a Jew, with 
followers, executed on orders of the Ro-
man governor of Judea, Pontius Pilate, 
during the reign of the Emperor Tiberi-
us — are borne out by later sources with 
a completely different set of biases.” 

Within a few decades of his lifetime, 
Jesus was mentioned by Jewish and Ro-
man historians in passages that corrobo-
rate portions of the New Testament that 
describe the life and death of Jesus. 

The first-century Jewish historian 
Flavius Josephus, who according to Eh-

rman, “is far and away our best source 
of information about first-century Pal-
estine,” twice mentions Jesus in “Jewish 
Antiquities,” his massive 20-volume his-
tory of the Jewish people that was writ-
ten around 93 A.D. 

Thought to have been born a few years 
after the crucifixion of Jesus around 37 
A.D., Josephus was a well-connected 
aristocrat and military leader in Pal-
estine who served as a commander in 
Galilee during the first Jewish Revolt 

against Rome between 66 and 70 A.D. 
Although Josephus was not a follower 
of Jesus, “he was around when the early 
church was getting started, so he knew 
people who had seen and heard Jesus,” 
Mykytiuk says. 

In one passage of “Jewish Antiquities” 
that recounts an unlawful execution, 
Josephus identifies the victim, James, 
as the “brother of Jesus-who-is-called-
Messiah.” While few scholars doubt the 
short account’s authenticity, says Myky-
tiuk, more debate surrounds Josephus’s 
lengthier passage about Jesus, known as 
the “Testimonium Flavianum,” which 
describes a man who did surprising 
deeds and was condemned to be cru-
cified by Pilate. Mykytiuk agrees with 
most scholars that Christian scribes 
modified portions of the passage but did 
not insert it wholesale into the text. 

Another account of Jesus appears in 
“Annals of Imperial Rome,” a first-centu-
ry history of the Roman Empire written 
around 116 A.D. by the Roman senator 
and historian Tacitus. In chronicling the 
burning of Rome in 64 A.D., Tacitus 
mentions that Emperor Nero falsely 
blamed Christians, and that, “Christus, 
the founder of the name, was put to 
death by Pontius Pilate, procurator of 
Judea in the reign of Tiberius.” 

As a Roman historian, Tacitus did not 
have any Christian biases in his discus-
sion of the persecution of Christians by 
Nero, says Ehrman. “Just about every-
thing he says coincides — from a com-
pletely different point of view, by a Ro-
man author disdainful of Christians and 
their superstition —  with what the New 
Testament itself says: Jesus was executed 
by the governor of Judea, Pontius Pilate, 
for crimes against the state, and a reli-
gious movement of his followers sprang 
up in his wake.” 

“When Tacitus wrote history, if he 
considered the information not entirely 
reliable, he normally wrote some indi-
cation of that for his readers,” Mykytiuk 
says in vouching for the historical value 
of the passage. “There is no such indica-
tion of potential error in the passage 
that mentions Christus.”

Shortly before Tacitus penned his ac-
count of Jesus, Roman governor Pliny 
the Younger wrote to Emperor Trajan 
that early Christians sang hymns to 
Christ as to a god. 

Some scholars also believe Roman 
historian Suetonius references Jesus 
in noting that Emperor Claudius had 
expelled Jews from Rome who, “were 
making constant disturbances at the 
instigation of Chrestus.”

Ehrman says this collection of snip-
pets from non-Christian sources may 
not impart much information about the 
life of Jesus, “but it is useful for realizing 
that Jesus was known by historians who 
had reason to look into the matter. No 
one thought he was made up.”

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

With an aging population 
in Edgar County, some Paris 
churches are encountering few-
er young families with children 
in the congregations.

As a result, those churches 
do not have enough middle 
school and high school age 
people in the congregation to 
support a youth group. The an-
swer was forming an ecumeni-
cal youth group serving multi-
ple churches.

“We felt our kids were being 
left out,” said Barbara Bergdolt 
of the Presbyterian Church, 
who helped get the idea off the 
ground. “Growing up we had a 
really big church group.”

Bergdolt approached other 

churches about forming an ec-
umenical youth group. Some 
did not want to participate be-
cause they already have an or-
ganized youth program but the 
First United Methodist Church 
and the First Assembly of God 
Church were receptive to the 
idea.

“It’s a relatively small group,” 
said Bergdolt, adding atten-
dance has remained consistent 
since starting in 2017.

Open to all youth between 
the seventh and 12th grades, 
churched and unchurched 
alike, one of the first activities 
was watching a Christian mov-
ie about football. Paris High 
School Football Coach Jeremy 
Clodfelder also spoke to the 
group as part of that meeting.

Bergdolt said they try to 
meet monthly but that is not 
always possible since young 
people are involved in so many 
other activities. Other meetings 
have included a fall meeting at 
her house with a wiener roast 
and games, trips to Southfork 
Homestead in Symmes Town-
ship and the Aikman Wildlife 
Adventure at the former Rock-
ome Gardens site and a Christ-
mas party featuring Christmas 
movies. Another Christmas 
activity was visiting Shewey’s 
Paint Your Own Pottery Studio 
to make ornaments.

Watching movies, Bergdolt 
said, is a favorite thing to do.

“The next thing is a fluores-
cent Easter Egg hunt April 14 
at the First United Methodist 

Church,” she said.
Eggs are wrapped in a fluores-

cent tape, and the youth group 
members will do the hunt in the 
dark with flashlights between 7 
and 9 p.m. The tape will reflect 
the flashlight beam and reveal 
the location of the eggs. 

Bergdolt said meetings em-
phasize fun, involve food and 
there is always a devotional. 
One of the activities the stu-
dents enjoyed the most was 
making donuts and having an 
old-fashioned taffy pull. 

“We would like to do a pro-
gressive dinner or a silly supper, 
but that will require more help 
from the parents,” she said.

The adults joining Bergdolt 
in putting the program togeth-
er are: Sandra Liebe, Jane Blair, 

Patti McHenry, Beth Ruff, Lela 
Melton, the Rev. Rodger Allen 
and Pastor Joe Tomich. Since 
the name ecumenical youth 
group does not exactly trip off 
the tongue participants went 
into the past and appropriated 
Paris Christian Youth Fellow-
ship (PCYF) a similar effort 
in the 1970s that had a large 
membership.

“The interesting thing is the 
people who started it don’t have 
kids that age, but some do have 
grandkids who are involved,” 
said Bergdolt. “It’s really been a 
labor of love.”

She is also impressed by how 
the different churches are co-
operating in the effort, adding 
the youth seem to appreciate it 
is ecumenical rather than tied 

to one church. This is especial-
ly true of the young members 
who do not attend any church 
on a regular basis, she said.

“There haven’t been any 
problems with having the 
different churches involved,” 
Bergdolt said. “It’s just a matter 
of getting to know each other. 
Some of those who participate 
are home schooled and this 
provides a social opportunity 
for them.”

As for the future, the adults 
involved want to see more 
teens join the group, regardless 
of religious affiliation.

“We want to reach out to 
those who don’t have this in 
their lives,” said Bergdolt. “We 
want to make a difference in 
kids’ lives.”

Youth group is serving churches

Special to The Prairie Press

In Jerusalem, Jesus healed a paralyzed man at a ritual pool surrounded by five colonnades called the Pool of Bethesda, 
according to the Gospel of John. Many scholars doubted the place existed until archaeologists discovered clear traces of it 
beneath the ruins of these centuries-old churches.

Reconciling 
in the City 
of Paris

Since this column is called 
“Pastor’s Perspective,” and 
since this is my last column 

for a 
while, I 
thought 
I’d work 
to change 
readers’ 
perspec-
tives a bit. 
I want to 
discuss 
reconcili-
ation and 

what that 
might look like here, in Paris. 

Christians have been 
given the ministry of rec-
onciliation. What does this 
even mean? Paul said in 2 
Corinthians 5:17-20 “There-
fore, if anyone is in Christ, 
the new creation has come: 
The old has gone, the new 
is here! All this is from God, 
who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconcilia-
tion: that God was reconcil-
ing the world to himself in 
Christ, not counting people’s 
sins against them. And he 
has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation. 
We are therefore Christ’s 
ambassadors, as though 
God were making his appeal 
through us. We implore 
you on Christ’s behalf: Be 
reconciled to God.”

We’ve been told in the 
church that we’re supposed 
to go out and get people 
saved from hell. And in 
doing so, we’ve alienated 
many people and we’ve 
isolated ourselves to our 
church buildings and 
denominations. We get lost 
people to come to us and we 
save them so they will go to 
heaven. In the meantime, 
we make sure to keep them 
comfortable until they die 
by giving them pews to sit in 
and nice songs to sing.

Reconciliation, as defined 
by Richard John Neuhaus 
is what the Jewish people 
refer to as “shalom, which 
is tantamount to salvation.” 
Neuhaus says, “the sha-
lom of God… means the 
bringing together of what 
is separated, the picking up 
of the pieces, the healing 
of the wounds, the fulfill-
ment of the incomplete, the 
overcoming of the forces of 
fragmentation by forgiving 
love… ” 

Reconciliation is the way 
things look in the Kingdom 
of God.

I think this ministry of 
reconciliation is something 
much bigger and grander 
than any of us can imagine. 

I ask myself this question 
often: What size hole would 
we leave if our church closed 
up and moved out? Would 
we be missed? I am haunted 
by this question. I believe 
the ministry we are all called 
to as Christians living in the 
city of Paris is the ministry of 
reconciliation. 

When I came to Paris 
I was quickly confronted 
with the reality of addiction 
and brokenness. Paris is no 
different from many small 
towns. There are wounds ev-
erywhere. I believe that as a 
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Jesus: Messiah or myth?

See FILM, Page 6BSee PASTOR, Page 6B

In “Best of 
Enemies,” 
shared faith 
transforms 
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

In a darkened North Car-
olina parking lot, an angry 
black woman waves her Bi-
ble in the face of an equally 
angry, shotgun-wielding 
white man who has just told 
her his weapon speaks for 
him.

“This here does the 
talking for me,” she shouts 
in the new film, “Best of 
Enemies.” “Same God made 
you, made me!”

Not the most promising 
start for a buddy movie. And 
definitely not what Holly-
wood screenwriters mean 
when they say their protag-
onists meet cute.

Set in Durham in 1971, 
before the erstwhile textile 
and tobacco factory town 
became overshadowed by 
Duke University, the mov-
ie spotlights a dramatically 
unlikely — but nonetheless 
true — pairing: a local Ku 
Klux Klan leader named 
C.P. Ellis and Ann Atwater, 
a black community activist 
and single mother.

Through their friendship 
and shared Christian faith, 
the two demonstrated the 
possibility of reconciliation 
in the midst of a traumatic 
school integration contro-
versy.

Based on Osha Gray Da-
vidson’s 2007 book, “The 
Best of Enemies: Race and 
Redemption in the New 
South,” the film opens na-
tionwide April 5 and stars 
Academy Award nominee 
and “Empire” star Taraji 
P. Henson as Atwater and 
Academy Award winner 
Sam Rockwell as Ellis. Anne 
Heche plays Ellis’ wife, 
Mary.

The film is firmly in the 
feel-good, uplifting movie 
genre — complete with a 
“Green Book”-ish resolu-
tion.

But while “The Green 
Book” featured what some 
African-Americans criti-
cized as yet another cin-
ematic white savior, the 
human savior in “Best of 
Enemies” is Atwater, a pow-
erful black woman.

Despite its Best Picture 
Oscar, “The Green Book” 
also stirred controversy for 
inaccuracies pointed out 
by the family of its now-de-
ceased African-American 
hero. By contrast, “The Best 
of Enemies” has the indis-
putable virtue of being accu-
rate to both characters’ and 
their families’ recollections.

Faith played a key role.
This odd couple bond-

ed during an experimental 
10-day encounter event be-
tween a group of black and 
white North Carolinians, 
held at a local junior high 
school. Funded by a federal 
grant and administered by 
the North Carolina AFL-
CIO, Durham’s community 
summit on racial reconcil-
iation was styled after the 
problem-solving seminars 
known as charettes. This 
style of seminar derives its 
name from its origin among 
French architects.

Special to The Prairie Press

Portrayals of Jesus — which range from Roman-era frescoes to a modern forensic 
reconstruction — color what each individual Christian or non-believer see as the 
man millions throughout the world believe is the Messiah, the son of God.

JESUS WAS 
KNOWN BY 

HISTORIANS WHO 
HAD REASON TO 
LOOK INTO THE 

MATTER. ”
BART D. EHRMAN

RELIGIOUS STUDIES PROFESSOR
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APRIL 6 RUMMAGE SALE
Edgar County Right to Life’s annual 
rummage sale is the first weekend 
in April at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall, 614 N. Main St., Paris. Organiz-
ers need all kinds of donated items 
for the rummage sale; however, 
clothes and televisions cannot be 
accepted. The times to drop dona-
tions at the KC Hall are: noon-6 p.m. 
April 3 and April 4; and 9-11 a.m. 
April 5. The rummage sale is open 
to the public 3-7 p.m. April 5 and 9 
a.m.-noon April 6. For information, 
contact Mary Taylor at 217-264-
5342 or maretaylor@frontier.com, 
or Evelyn Ring at 217-463-2545.

APRIL 6  FUNDRAISER
MARSHALL – The United Method-
ist Men Co-op’s annual spaghetti 
dinner is 5-7 p.m. April 6 at the 
Marshall First United Methodist 
Church at 7th and Plum. The meal 
includes spaghetti, salad, garlic 
bread, dessert and drink for a free 
will offering. Money from the event 
supports the awarding of scholar-
ships and mission work.

APRIL 7 LENTEN CONCERT
The Coles County Barbershop 
Chorus presents the 25th Annual 
Lenten Benefit Concert 4 p.m. April 
7 at the First Baptist Church, Mat-
toon. The one-hour concert is free 
although an offering will be taken 
to help area food pantry and home-
less shelter programs. The 30-man 
chorus and five quartets will sing an 
all sacred music program. A youth 
ensemble and 20 area women area 
also participating in the concert 

APRIL 16  WOMEN’S LUNCH
The next monthly luncheon of the 
Christian Women’s Connection of 
Terre Haute is 11 a.m. April 16 in the 
MCL meeting room at Meadows 
Shopping Center. Speaker Linda Sill 
will discuss how she started quilting 
and show some of her projects. 
Music for the event is by Sharon 
Dierdorff and Karon Neiswinger. 
Reservations are required and may 
be made by calling 812-234-7388 or 
812-249-3084.

GRACE NOTES
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Christian minister I am placed 
here on purpose for a purpose. 

The prophet Jeremiah told 
the Israelites who were carried 
into captivity in Babylon 
to be the shalom of their 
community; “seek the peace 
and prosperity of the city to 
which I have carried you into 
exile. Pray to the LORD for it, 
because if it prospers, you too 
will prosper.” (Jer. 29:7)

What would it look like if 
all the Christian communities 
and churches in Paris got 
together and became true 
ministers of reconciliation? 
Can we imagine Paris as a 
city reconciled to God? What 
would that look like? 

Last week I preached a 
message of repentance to my 
church. I’ve been told we need 
more messages on repentance, 

so I began to look into this 
word and what it means. We’ve 
been led to believe it has some-
thing to do with changing our 
behavior. I guess there is some 
truth to this, but behavior can 
be changed and our lives not 
really changed. 

The word, repentance that is 
used in the Bible comes from 
the Greek word, metanoia 
which is two words together: 
meta; meaning beyond and 
noia; meaning mind. To repent 
is to literally think outside of 
our mind; to go beyond what 
we would normally think. 

I hear a lot of cynicism 
about this city; about the 
government of the city; about 
the police force; about the 
issues of drug addiction and 
crime. I suppose it is normal to 
become cynical about things 
when things don’t seem right. 
But God is always asking us 
to repent. He is asking us to 

enter into the larger minds that 
God has provided for us. Let’s 
consider the possibilities of a 
city reconciled to God; that is, 
a city of shalom. What would 
that look like? What can we 
imagine in our larger mind? 

New small businesses, 
culture and art, drug reha-
bilitation centers that could 
help produce a drug free city, 
honest and caring politicians, 
people who genuinely care 
for justice, better healthcare, 
neighbors who care for one 
another. What can the reader 
imagine? 

I am not saying some of 
these things aren’t happening 
already, I am thinking of some 
new shops popping up in town 
and some really good restau-
rants in town. I am saying that 
we aren’t really known by sur-
rounding communities by the 
good things of our communi-
ty. What if we became known 

as the city of shalom? What if 
people of surrounding cities 
like Terre Haute and Charles-
ton actually came here to shop 
and find real community. 
What if Paris could become a 
destination town for people 
in Champaign? What can we 
imagine in our larger minds? 

I believe that Christians 
and churches are uniquely 
qualified to make this happen. 
Really, it’s what we are called 
to do. I am not talking about 
reconciling people to our in-
dividual churches, but to God 
who loves us all and loves the 
city of Paris. Let’s be about our 
Heavenly Father’s business by 
repenting and engaging in the 
ministry of reconciliation.

(Gary Thomas is pastor at 
First Assembly of God. Email 
him at garthoma@gmail.com. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provided 
weekly by members of the Paris 
Ministerial Fellowship.)
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MATTOON — In the wake 
of acts of hatred and religious 
intolerance, most recently in 
New Zealand, and last year 
in Charlottesville and at the 
Tree of Life Synagogue in 
Pittsburgh, the 70 year-old 
Mattoon Jewish Community 
Center (MJCC) is planning 
Shalom, Mattoon!, a series of 
events intended to build com-
munity understanding.

In making the announce-
ment, – “Our congregation 
asked itself if there were any 
actions we could take to con-
tribute to a sense of peace, and 

The two longtime antago-
nists were thrown together as 
the co-chairs of the charette, 
which was dubbed “S.O.S.” for 
“Save Our Schools.”

“Well, in the first five days 
of the meetings, we had a 
choir come in, a gospel choir, 
a church choir — to come in 
and do some singing,” Atwater 

Mattoon Jewish Community Center announces 
events to enhance community understanding

an environment of mutual un-
derstanding and acceptance in 
our community, said MJCC 
Lay Worship Leader, Ma-
jorie Hanft in making the an-
nouncement. “We’re excited at 
the program that evolved from 
our conversation and delighted 
by the response.” Programs will 
take place on April 5-6 at vari-
ous locations in Mattoon.

Public Events include: 
• 3:30 p.m., Friday, April 5, 

Mattoon Public Library, 1600 
Charleston Ave: Getting Along 
in the World, a multi-genera-
tional conversation about how 
we deal with disagreements 
and how we treat people who 

are “different.”
•  7:30 p.m. Friday, April 5, 

at Trinity Episcopal Church, 
MJCC hosts, 2200 Western 
Avenue, a Shabbat (Sabbath) 
Service. All are welcome. 
Anyone who’s ever been curi-
ous about a Jewish service is 
welcome to attend this open, 
Friday Night service in the 
Reform tradition with guest 
Rabbi Bruce Pfeffer. The Jew-
ish faith does not proselytize. 
All are invited to come with a 
view to understanding what 
our faiths have in common and 
how they are different.

On Saturday, April 6, by in-
vitation, there will be a com-

munity Seder, the centerpiece 
of Shalom Mattoon. A Seder 
is a traditional Passover Feast 
characterized by the eating of 
ritual foods, singing and read-
ing in celebration of the Jews’ 
release from slavery thousands 
of years ago.  Intended for invit-
ed religious and civic leaders, 
a limited number of seats are 
available to the public. Those 
interested may inquire at 
mhanft@eiu.edu.

MJCC is grateful for finan-
cial support from the Coles 
County Peace and Justice 
Fund, a charitable fund of 
Southeastern Illinois Commu-
nity Foundation.
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 In stock-8 inches to 36 inches  
 Lengths:  20 foot to 30 foot long  
 Bands to achieve any length  
 C-200 12.5 ’  x 432’  Woven Fabric 
 C-65 15 ’  x 300 Non Woven Fabric 
 Special  orders available  
 Pick up or Delivery 

	

For	more	information	contact:	
Mike	Spesard	at	217-304-1005	
Steve	Spesard	at	217-304-7218	

Address:	18185	East	200	North	Road	
Ridge	Farm,	IL	61870	

For more information contact:
Mike Spesard at 217-304-1005
Steve Spesard at 217-304-7218

Address: 18185 East 200 North Road
Ridge Farm, IL 61870

Serving the Wabash Valley
For 20 years!

1002 S. 6th Street  • Marshall, IL

618-553-4328

	 NOTICE 
OF 

EARLY VOTING 
 

CONSOLIDATED ELECTION 
APRIL 2, 2019 

 
Early Voting for ALL Edgar County Precincts for the 
Consolidated Election will be conducted Feb. 21 
through April 1, at the Edgar County Courthouse,  
115 W. Court Street, Paris, IL, Mon. – Fri.  
8:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m. Any vote cast is final and may 
not be revoked; and the voter will not be eligible to 
cast a vote on election day, April 2, 2019. 
 

August H. Griffin 
Edgar County Clerk 

217-466-7433 
	

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

Country Home & reCreational land auCtion
Edgar County, IL - Saturday, April 20 - 10 AM Central
149 +/- acres Sec. 10 

Stratton Twp. 4 Tracts

moss auCtion team, llC ~ Paris, il 217-465-4545
For more info visit us at: www.mossauctionteam.com

T 1: 49 +/- acres Tillable Farmland
T 2: 40 +/- acres Woodlands
T 3: 53 +/- acres Woodlands & Pond
T 4: 6 +/- acres Outstanding 1,884 Sq. Ft.     
     Country Home & Improvements

S E L L A F A R M
Your Team On The Ground®

1-800-294-5738  /  www.sellafarm.com

Jasper & Cumberland Co., 
IL Land Auction

742.2+/- Ac., 661.1+/- Tillable
Offered in 19 Tracts with Excellent Access & topography

Sat. March 30th, 12NOON Central @ Newton, IL Knights of Columbus

E s t a t e  o f  L e n o re  H i g g i n s ,  P e o p l e s  S t a t e  B a n k  -  S e l l e r
See www.sellafarm.com for aerial photos, complete listing, Plats & more!

111 Elm Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-2411
www.jacksoncars.com

335 S. 3rd Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-3564
www.jacksoncars.com

Ryan Walton
Sales Representative

Shawn Walton
Sales Representative

Come see us today!It’s       Worth  The Drive

recounted on NPR in 2005. 
“And C.P. was sitting there, 
and first he started clapping his 
hands. And he wasn’t clapping 
his hands even along with us; 
he would clap an odd beat. So 
I grabbed his hand and trying 
to show him how to clap along 
with us at the same time ’til we 
learned him how to clap.”

In the movie, the music 
incident unfolds quite dif-
ferently: an angry white man 
responds to a suggestion they 
include inspirational music in 
the program by saying, “Gos-
pel music doesn’t have any-
thing to do with this.”

Other real-life events were 
also far more dramatic than 
how they were depicted in the 
movie.

“When I’d walk up to the 
school building, I had my 
white Bible in my hand,” At-
water said. “So I told C.P. we 
would see whose God would 
be the strongest, my God or 
his God. I always said if they’d 
said something to me, I was 
going to knock the hell out of 
them with my Bible.”

After battling for a decade 
over court-ordered school in-
tegration, they found they had 
two things in common: pov-

erty and powerlessness. Both 
had hard lives.Atwater, a dia-
betic, barely survived on public 
assistance and her small salary 
as an organizer for a communi-
ty organization called Opera-
tion Breakthrough. Ellis had to 
work two jobs to help support 
a child with multiple disabili-
ties.

He told radio host Studs 
Terkel in one of two appear-
ances on his program, “They 
say, ‘abide by the law, go to 
church, do right and live for 
the Lord and everything will 
work out.’ It didn’t work out. It 
kept gettin’ worse and worse. I 
began to get bitter.”

Ellis had become an unen-
thusiastic churchgoer by the 
time he met Atwater. Eventual-
ly, faith transformed them both.
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Trump care plan hits snags
Judge blocks Trump’s small-business health insurance plan over “unlawful” definitions, loopholes

BY RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— A federal judge has struck 
down a small-business health 
insurance plan widely touted 
by President Donald Trump, 
the second setback in a week 
for the administration's health 
care initiatives.

U.S. District Judge John D. 
Bates wrote in his opinion late 
Thursday that so-called associa-
tion health plans were clearly an 
end-run around consumer pro-
tections required by the Obama-
era Affordable Care Act.

On Wednesday, another fed-
eral judge blocked the Trump 
administration's Medicaid 
work requirements for low-in-
come people.

The plans at issue in Bates' 
ruling Thursday allow groups 
of small businesses and sole 

proprietors to band together to 
offer lower-cost coverage that 
doesn't have to include all the 
benefits required by the ACA, 
often called Obamacare. The 
plans also can be offered across 
state lines, an attempt to deliver 
on a major Trump campaign 
promise.

But Bates wrote that key 
parts of the Trump administra-
tion's policy are unlawful and 
must be set aside because they 
go against established defini-
tions of what constitutes an 
employer under a decades-old 
federal law that governs work-
place health and pension ben-
efits.

In particular, a decision by 
the administration that sole 
proprietors can be counted 
both as employers and employ-
ees, "stretches the statute too 
far," Bates wrote.

Trump has eagerly talked up 
the plans, claiming they're do-
ing record business and prom-
ising small business owners, 
"you're going to save massive 
amounts of money and have 
much better health care." But 
the plans don't seem to have 
had a major impact. The Labor 
Department regulation autho-
rizing them only took effect last 
summer.

"There's been a few of these 
that have been announced," 
said Gary Claxton, an expert on 
employer health insurance with 
the nonpartisan Kaiser Family 
Foundation. "It hasn't been in 
effect all that long."

Claxton estimated that only 
a few thousand people may be 
covered by association plans at 
the moment. Initial estimates 
said 3 million to 4 million peo-
ple eventually would enroll, 

compared with more than 160 
million Americans covered by 
current employer plans.

New York Attorney General 
Letitia James, who joined oth-
er Democratic state officials in 
suing the Trump administra-
tion, said the judge, "saw past 
the Trump administration's 
transparent effort to sabotage 
our health care system and gut 
these critical consumer protec-
tions in the service of its own 
partisan agenda."

Many state officials see fed-
eral insurance regulation of 
small-business plans as infring-
ing on their own traditional 
authority.

The Trump administration, 
unable to repeal Obamacare in 
Congress, has tried to use its 
rule-making powers to open 
up a pathway for alternatives. 
In the case of plans for small 

business and sole proprietors, 
the administration's regulation 
granted them similar flexibility 
as enjoyed by big companies. 
Most large employer plans are 
not subject to state regulations, 
and the Obama health law did 
not make major changes to 
them either.

But Bates wrote that treating 
sole proprietors similar to ma-
jor employers creates absurd 
results. For example, said the 
judge, consider a hypothetical 
association of 51 sole business 
owners with no employees. 
Under the administration's 
rule, they would in effect be 
counted as having 51 employ-
ees. Not only that, each of the 
51 working owners would also 
be counted as an employer al-
though they have zero people 
working for them, the judge 
wrote. And the association 

would also count as an employ-
er, for a total of 52 employers.

Bates was nominated to the 
federal bench by then-Presi-
dent George W. Bush, a Repub-
lican. His ruling seems to signal 
limits to how far the Trump ad-
ministration can advance with 
its strategy of relying on regu-
lations to transform health care.

It wasn't immediately clear 
how the Trump administration 
would respond, but officials 
have said they will keep mov-
ing ahead with the president's 
agenda.

Trump has made a sharp 
turn back to health care this 
week, with the administration 
joining the side of Texas and 
other GOP-led states seek-
ing to completely overturn 
Obamacare as unconstitution-
al. At the same time, Trump 

AND THE PARISIAN AWARD GOES TO...

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

The family of 2019 Parisian Award recipient Terry Elston were present for the celebration Saturday, March 23, at the Tingley 
Reception Center. Pictured, from left are daughter and son-in-law Elliott and Kristin Booe, Elston and his wife, Melodie and 
daughter Kaitlin Temples holding her daughter, Greysen with husband Dalten Temples. Elston was honored for his work not 
only with PEDCO and the ECCEL Academy but his support of all things youth and Paris.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Paris Area Chamber of Com-
merce and Tourism celebrated a year of 
growth and honored a local business and 
a community leader during its annual 
Chamber Celebration Saturday, March 
23, at the Tingley Reception Center.

Recipient of the annual Parisian 
Award — presented by Mandy Martin 
assisted by Chad Thompson and Bob 
Colvin — went to Terry Elston who 
has led the establishment of the ECCEL 
Academy. Chamber board member Me-
linda Young presented the Business of 
the Year Award to Betty Jane’s Kitchen 
and co-owners Corrie Brinkerhoff and 
Robin Trapp.

Thompson, who is plant manager at 
North American Lighting, praised El-
ston for being the driving force behind 
ECCEL Academy —Edgar Clark Ca-
reer Exploration Leadership. Students 
from Edgar and Clark County high 
schools explore career and leadership 
opportunities in the East Central Illi-
nois area. This is a regional course in 
cooperation where students from Casey, 
Martinsville, Marshall, Paris, Chrisman, 
Kansas and Shiloh explore career and 
leadership opportunities throughout 
Edgar and Clark Counties.

Thompson explained he met Elston 
through PEDCO and Elston made the 
newcomer feel welcome. “Terry is a 
problem-solver,” Thompson explained. 
“He personifies servant leadership in 
serving the Paris and Edgar County 
area.”

Colvin, who serves as president of 
PEDCO, said Elston has set an example 
for all in his support for youth activities 
including Little League and Challenger 
League as well as the ECCEL Academy.

PEDCO was considering adopting 
an entrepreneur program for students 
championed by an Effingham resident 
when Elston stepped forward, Colvin 

noted. “He told me we can do better 
than that program,” he said. 

Colvin credits Elston with building 
the program from the ground up involv-
ing seven schools in Clark and Edgar 
Counties.

“Terry Elston is a team player,” Colvin 
said. “Anything he gets involved with 
becomes immediately better and we’re 
lucky to have him and his family in our 
community.”

Betty Jane’s Kitchen is a relatively new 
business, officially opening July 1, 2017, 
Young noted — but co-owners Corrie 
Brinkerhoff and Robin Trapp worked 
on their vision for the business for sever-
al years before the opening.

The business, located at 110 E. Mad-
ison, is named after the owners’ grand-
mothers — Betty Conine Wright and 
Jane Brinkerhoff with Young calling 
them classic grandma names. 

The women are both married. Trapp 

to Steve Trapp and Brinkerhoff to John 
Brinkerhoff. They are also active moth-
ers with three and two children, respec-
tively.

Although officially called a coffee 
shop, Betty Jane’s has evolved into so 
much more than that since its opening, 
Young observed. It offers breakfast and 
lunch specials on Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday and a variety of baked goods. 
Young said customers may enjoy 17 
pies, eight cakes, various cookies, par-
faits, fresh salads, wraps and soups.

“We can’t forget the doughnuts,” of-
fered as specials. “Many of us have wait-
ed in line for those homemade dough-
nuts on Doughnut Day,” she said.

The business definitely has a homey 
feel, Young said, noting the hardwood 
floors came out of Trapp’s family home. 
The display case was specially construct-
ed for the business.

Chamber celebrates year

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Betty Jane’s Kitchen was awarded the Business of the Year by the Paris Area 
Chamber of Commerce and Tourism during that group’s annual celebration Sat-
urday, March 23, at Tingley’s Event Center. Pictured are the co-owners with their 
husbands, from left, John Brinkerhoff, Corrie Brinkerhoff, Robin Trapp and Kevin 
Trapp. The award was presented by Chamber board member Melinda Young.

NEW YORK (AP) — 
When Matt Barber and Joel 
Doub bought a fishing rod 

manufac-
turer two 
years ago, 
the plan 
was for 
previous 
owner 
Tom 
Morgan to 
stay with 
the busi-
ness for 
five years 

to mentor them. But six 
months after the deal 
closed, Morgan died unex-
pectedly.

"It forced us to sink or 
swim and accelerated our 
learning curve," says Barber, 
co-owner of Tom Morgan 
Rodsmiths in Bozeman, 
Montana. "My approach 
was, OK, here's a setback, 
let's put our heads down, 
stay positive and persevere."

Small business own-
ers can face unexpected 
challenges after buying a 
company, whether they're 
impossible-to-foresee 
events such as Barber and 
Doub experienced or prob-
lems that weren't apparent 
or that prospective owners 
didn't investigate. Among 
them: defiant staffers, 
outdated technology and 
shaky finances. In each case, 
an owner must regroup and 
figure out how to overcome 
the obstacles.

Business advisers say it 
helps to go into a purchase 
knowing there will be 
unknowns, surprises and 
disappointments.

"It's always a leap of faith 
that you're taking," says 
Gene Marks, owner of 
The Marks Group, a small 
business consulting firm in 
Bala Cynwyd, Pennsylvania. 
"You think you've figured 
out 80 or 90 percent, but 
there's always another 10 
or 20 percent you can't 
predict."

Barber and Doub hoped 
to learn the craft of making 
fly fishing rods from Mor-
gan, as well as the nitty grit-
ty of running the company. 
"I would have relied on his 
expertise, have him be the 
brains," says Barber, who es-
timates the loss of Morgan 
set the company's transition 
back by a year. But the part-
ners received guidance and 
assistance from Morgan's 
wife, Gerri, the company's 
vendors, customers and 
even competitors.

When Cathy Miron 
bought eSilo, a data storage 
and recovery company, she 
expected to use the firm's 
cash flow to fund a refresh 
and upgrade of the tech-
nology. But eSilo turned 
out to need more work and 
more of an investment than 

Buying a 
company 
can bring 
challenges

See PACCT, Page 8BSee ROSENBERG, Page 8B

JOYCE
ROSENBERG
SMALL 
BUSINESS TALK

See CARE, Page 8B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

As part of its multi-year 
plan to improve service 
reliability and create jobs 
in central and southern 
Illinois, Ameren Illinois 
is upgrading more than 
13,000 electric and natural 
gas meters for residential 
customers in and around 
Edgar County as well as 
Clark and Coles counties.

Customers in the follow-
ing communities will ben-
efit from these enhance-
ments: Paris, Redmon, 
Borton, Broctom, Dudley, 
Horace, Isabel, Kansas, 
Ashmore Oakland, Clark 
Center, Marshall, Martins-
ville and Westfield.

“This advanced technol-
ogy will provide our cus-
tomers with access to more 
choices for pricing options 
and energy efficiency tools 
to help them manage their 
energy usage and better 
control their costs,” said 
Brian Brackney, Division 
Director for Ameren Illi-
nois. “It will also enable 
us to more quickly detect 
system disruptions, pre-
vent outages, and restore 
service.”

Customers will receive 
more information about 
electric and natural gas 
meter upgrades, which 
are scheduled to begin in 
April and continue into the 
summer. Benefits of these 
smart, two-way communi-
cation devices include:  
A smarter grid. The 

smart meter works with 
the other system upgrades 
that Ameren Illinois is 
making, including installa-
tion of automated switch-
es and sensors that will 
help the energy company 
detect and isolate outages 
and restore service more 
promptly.
More energy usage 

control. As technology 
continues to advance, the 
energy usage information 
captured by the smart me-
ter will enable customers 
to take an active role in 
controlling their energy us-
age and costs. 
More customer in-

formation. Smart meters 
will deliver usage data to 
customers through mobile 
and web-based tools – all 
designed to help customers 
better manage their energy 
use.

Ameren 
Illinois 
reveals 
smart 
meters
Smart technology 
will help customers 
manage energy 
usage and save

See AMEEREN, Page 8B
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Dr. Bajaj, General Practice; Dr. Cozacov, General Surgery; Dr. Fore, 
Family Practice; Dr. Gorasiya, Family Practice; Dr. Holloway, Podiatry; 

Dr. Horvat, Gynecology; Dr. Houle, Radiology; Dr. Kippenbrock,  
Pathology; Dr. Li, General Surgery; Dr. Menchaca, Urogynecology; Dr. 
Rico, Endocrinology; Dr. Sheikh, Family Practice; Dr. Kumar, Family 

Practice; Dr. Sutton, Hospitalist; Dr. Wheeler, Orthopedics 

Active Medical Staff:  Emergency Room Physicians: 

Dr. Geranios; Dr. Glover (not pictured); Dr. Iles;  
Dr. Ishmael; Dr. J. Marshall (not pictured);  

Dr. R. Marshall; Dr. Motwani; Dr. Shah  

Visiting Specialists:  

Dr. Ash 
Dr. Benson 
Dr. Davison 
Dr. Deranian 
Dr. Fernald 
Dr. Huh 
Dr. Hussain 
Dr. Jeevan 
Dr. Johnson 
Dr. Karagiorgos 
Dr. Liew 

Dr. Main 
Dr. Naidu 
Dr. Namburi 
Dr. Nasser 
Dr. Nguyen 
Dr. Patel 
Dr. Shatagopam 
Dr. Syed 
Dr. Tazudeen 
Dr. Wiarda 
Dr. Yang 

Outstanding Country Home, 
Farmland & Recreational 

Woodlands Auction
Saturday, April 20 - 10 AM Central

149.73 +/- acres in Sec. 10 of Stratton Twp., Edgar County, IL 
offered in 4 Tracts

Auction location: Tingley Reception Center, 504 E. Edgar St.
Open House: Thursday, April 11 at 5:30 PM - 7 PM

Tract 1: 49.835 +/- acres of productive farmland, 41.62 tillable 
acres and P.I. of 111.2. 

Tract 2: 40.0 +/- acres of exceptional recreational woodlands 
& former pastureland. Tract offers excellent Whitetail Deer & 

Turkey habitat and possible building sites.
Tract 3: 53.155 +/- acres of excellent recreational woodlands, a 
pond & former pastureland. Another tract offering tremendous 

Whitetail Deer & Turkey habitat and possible future 
building sites. 

Tract 4: 6.74 +/- acres consisting of an outstanding 
1,884 sq. ft. ready to move into country home, 3 car detached 

garage, out buildings and acreage.

Property:  
18051 Sulphur Springs Rd., Paris, IL

Menu includes:
Pulled Pork Sandwiches........................$5.00
Ribs - half slab......$10.00   full slab......$20.00
Brisket Sandwich...................................$6.00
Chicken Halves......................................$6.00
Ribeye Sandwich...................................$6.00

All Sides..................................................$1.00
Potato salad, Baked Beans,

 Macaroni & Cheese, Cheese Sticks, 
Fresh Cut, French Fries

OPEN FRIDAYS ONLY
Starting April 12th

Open
11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. or until sold-out

Call ahead orders are available from 
Friday’s 5:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Hillbilly's 
Hickory Smoke Barbecue

Located at 719 Springfield Avenue • Paris, IL

Come on in and have some

*CARRY OUT ONLY*

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

Chamber executive director 
Linda Lane briefly reviewed 
the organization’s year, noting 
she completed her first full year 
in the position in February. She 
praised the support of the en-
tire Chamber board but espe-
cially board president Lindsey 
Wilson. “I couldn’t get along 
without her,” Lane noted.

The Chamber now has 203 
members including 24 new 
members in the past year. 
There have been four ribbon 
cuttings and the Chamber am-
bassadors remain active.

PACCT
FROM PAGE 7B

Miron anticipated. Her vision 
was to begin introducing new 
products six months after the 
May 2018 purchase. Now, it's 
looking like she won't do that 
until this coming May.

"This is ironic, since my 
main motivation for buying 
an established business with a 
17-year history was the hope 
that I could bypass much of the 
early chaos," Miron says. She 
realizes she needs to work at a 
"comfortable pace that you can 
sustain for the long-distance 
marathon that is business 
ownership."

Before buying a compa-
ny, it's standard operating 
procedure to do what's called 
due diligence, examining a 
company's books and talking 
to employees, customers and 
vendors to get a sense of what 
the company needs. But, 
Marks says, "when you're given 
the numbers for the business, 
you have to take them with a 
grain of salt." Sellers who want 
to close a deal may not reveal 
some of their issues.

And even a veteran business 
owner can fall short on due 
diligence. When Rob Basso 
learned in 2012 that a com-
peting payroll company was 
available, he thought, "we can't 
pass this up." But when Basso 
started to combine the busi-
ness and his firm, Advantage 
Payroll, he encountered an 
uncooperative new staff and 
two hard-to-integrate software 
systems and sets of vendors. 
It took more work than he 
expected.

"I wrongly estimated, proba-
bly because I didn't do some of 
the heavy lifting I should have," 
says Basso, whose company 
was based in Freeport, New 
York.

It took about two years for 
Basso and his managers to 
consolidate the companies. 
They lost all 17 employees of 
the acquired business and had 
to meld the software systems 
into one that would fit all the 
customers' needs. But the 
work paid off: Basso sold the 

combined company last year at 
a profit.

The floral retailer Brad 
Daniel bought also seemed like 
a great deal until he realized the 
company, formed from the pre-
vious merger of two business-
es, had 250 staffers who were 
in separate camps and didn't 
want to work with one another. 
Daniel bought the company, 
which had 30 stores in the 
Southeast, out of bankruptcy 
in 2001. A serial investor who 
turns businesses around and 
sells them, he had a sense of 
the retailer's financial problems 
but didn't know there was a 
huge internal cultural split,

"I didn't realize how much 
these two companies hated 
each other," Daniel says. 
"Everyone kept information 
close to the vest. They weren't 
helping each other out."

Daniel found that many 
staffers refused to adjust to 
new procedures and many 
were underutilized. Delivery 
employees made three to five 
stops a day, a tenth of what 
they should have done. He and 
his management team had to 
streamline the company while 
dealing with angry workers.

"I should have looked more 
closely at the retail locations, 
spent more time in stores 
before the acquisition," Daniel 
says.

Some situations are disasters 
out of the blue. A month after 
Catherine Sullivan bought a 
Monkee's women's clothing 
franchise in 2013, a rainstorm 
that struck during roof repairs 
sent water into the Fredericks-
burg, Virginia, store, collapsing 
ceiling tiles and damaging mer-
chandise. Sullivan had to move 
her goods into storage and was 
closed for six weeks.

She ran into more unexpect-
ed challenges — her insurer 
denied her claims because the 
roofing company was respon-
sible. Then she had to do a lot 
of arguing with the roofer's car-
rier. Sullivan says she learned 
"how to fight, what to fight for, 
what to move forward on, what 
to take as a loss."

(Joyce Rosenberg covers busi-
ness news for the Associate Press.)

ROSENBERG
FROM PAGE 7B

has been promising a new 
health care plan that would be 
much better than Obamacare, 
tweeting that Republicans will 
become, “the Party of Great 
HealthCare!”

But there's no indication 
the White House, executive 
branch agencies like Health 
and Human Services or Re-
publicans in Congress are 
working on a comprehensive 
plan. 

Many congressional Re-
publicans see the Texas law-
suit as a political land mine. 
If Obamacare is overturned 
Republicans are on the hook 

CARE
FROM PAGE 7B

Ameren Illinois will con-
tact customers in advance of 
making the meter upgrades. 
Customers do not need to take 
any action or be present as long 
as installers have clear and safe 
access to the meters. 

The upgrades take about 
10-15 minutes and will be 
performed by Ameren Illinois 
or Donco contracting crews 
displaying Ameren photo-ID 
badges. Installers will never ask 
for payment of any kind. There 
will be a brief interruption to a 
customer’s electric service. If a 
customer is not present, a door 
hanger will be left to let them 
know if the upgrade was com-
pleted.

“We are committed to keep-
ing our customers informed 
about how we are investing 
to upgrade their service,” 
Brackney said. “Smart meters 
contribute to greater service 
reliability and offer more cus-
tomer benefits. Enhancing reli-
ability and providing access to 
energy information is going to 
continue to deliver energy and 
cost-saving advantages for our 
customers in the future.”

Since 2012, Ameren has 
implemented hundreds of 

AMEREN
FROM PAGE 7B

Among the activities this 
year by the Chamber are 
the downtown block party, 
Scare on the Square and 
Christmas in Paris. The of-
fice has fielded 495 cards 
and have had 457 visitors 
walk through the doors.

The program began with 
the auction of the gold and 
silver coins received this 
past year by the Salvation 
Army. The gold coin was 
purchased by the Prospect 
Bank for $2,100, well above 
the market value of $1,315.

Entertainment for the 
evening was Dueling Pia-
nos.  

in the 2020 election year 
to come up with an alter-
native.

The GOP turmoil over 
health care has come as a 
boon to Democrats, who 
are looking to change the 
subject from special counsel 
Robert Mueller's conclu-
sion the Trump campaign 
did not conspire with the 
Russian government to 
sway the 2016 election. 
House Speaker Nancy Pelo-
si this week joined in unveil-
ing legislation that would 
shore up and expand the 
ACA, allowing many more 
middle-class households to 
qualify for assistance paying 
their premiums.

system reliability projects 
by adding new technology 
and fortifying the energy 
grid. As a result, reliability 
has improved by an aver-
age of 19 percent, saving 
Ameren Illinois customers 
an estimated $45 million a 
year.The utility has added 
more than 1,400 employees 
and Illinois-based contract 
workers who are support-
ing Ameren Illinois proj-
ects. The state of Illinois is 
ranked second nationally 
for its smart grid policy.

Customers with ques-
tions can visit AmerenI-
llinois.com/focus or call 
Ameren Illinois Customer 
Service at 1-800-755-5000.

ABOUT AMEREN ILLINOIS
Ameren Illinois delivers 

energy to 1.2 million elec-
tric and 816,000 natural 
gas customers throughout 
central and southern Illi-
nois. Our service territory 
covers more than 1,200 
communities and 43,700 
square miles and our mis-
sion is to power the quality 
of life. For more informa-
tion, visit AmerenIllinois.
com. Follow us on Twit-
ter @AmerenIllinois and 
Facebook.

BY JOSH BOAK
AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Sales of new U.S. homes 
climbed 4.9 percent in Febru-
ary, an indication that falling 
mortgage rates have given a 
boost to demand from buyers.

The Commerce Depart-
ment said Friday that new 
homes sold at a seasonally ad-
justed annual rate of 667,000 
in February, an increase from 
an upwardly revised 636,000 

in January. New-home sales 
are running 2.8 percent higher 
through the first two months 
of 2019 than during the same 
period last year.

This initial rebound in sales 
after a weak end to 2018 bodes 
well for the traditional Spring 
homebuying season that be-
gan this month. Recent gains 
suggest that the combination 
of a solid job market and rising 
wages has encouraged more 
people to purchase homes.

US new-home sales increased
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of transformative cheap cut 
and paste gene editing, but 
there are ethical issues to 
address.

Before CRISPR, it took 
years and a million cell 
trials to create a mutation, 
now it can be done in two 
days with only a dozen cell 
attempts needed to succeed. 
CRISPR-Cas9 cuts out a bad 
gene and DNA’s nature is to 
reconnect and fill the gap. As 
long as a replacement gene is 
nearby, it is grabbed and the 
DNA segment reforms on its 
own. It closes the DNA se-
quence and voilá, gene edited, 
mutation created. It’s cheap, 
easy and works on every form 
of life.

Using old methods Mon-
santo took years and spent 
millions to create Roundup 
Ready Soybeans in 1996. 
Today, it could be done for a 
few thousand in a couple of 
months. 

Scientists can create 
stacked smart corn hybrids, 
speed up drug development, 
and build designer livestock. 
They can fix genetic defects 
like cancer. Since hemophilia 
is caused by a single bad gene, 
why not use CRISPR scissors 
to cut out the exact gene and 
drop in a replacement in a still 
developing embryo?

We need to walk here be-
fore we run. Last November 
a Chinese researcher shocked 
the world when he an-
nounced the live birth of twin 
girls carrying a man-made 
mutation. He used CRISPR 
to switch a gene in vitro on 
the embryos of twin girls. 
The goal was to make them 
immune to HIV/AIDS. The 
Chinese government declared 
he violated ethical laws and 
banned human embryo gene 
manipulation. 

The large seed and chem-
ical companies are racing to 
build designer new crops and 
livestock. Within months they 
can generate crops resistant 
to insects, diseases, drought 
and cold. There is a gene rush 
in the farm industry labs to 
build the next billion-dollar 
mutation. 

University of California 
at Davis researchers are ex-
perimenting with genetically 
altered feeder cattle. Ranchers 
prefer male calves because 
they get bigger and are more 
efficient at converting grain 
to meat. Like all mammals 
having two X chromosomes 

is female and having one each 
X and Y is male. It’s not the 
entire Y chromosome that 
makes a male but a single 
gene in the sequence (SRY) 
that gives the maleness. The 
researchers are trying to insert 
that SRY gene into the X and 
then no matter X-X or X-Y the 
calf will have male charac-
teristics. So far they have not 
succeeded, but it’s still early.

Dairy farmers desire 
females and kill bull calves 
for veal. Remove that SRY 
gene from the Y and get rid 
of maleness. Egg laying hens 
need to be female, so there is 
another potential application. 

There is no doubt CRISPR 
will revolutionize farming and 
it won’t stop there, but where 
are the boundaries? The FDA 
oversees our food supply. 
Universities have ethics 
boards and review panels, but 
the lure of an economic gold 
mine is strong. The current 
government climate has a 
bias to minimize regulation 
and support business without 
consideration of the con-
sequences or holding the 
business world accountable 
for ethics considerations. 

In 1932, Aldous Huxley 
predicted these issues in 
“Brave New World.” It’s about 
a society that believes hap-
piness can be found through 
drugs and science. 

Babies were created with 
traits for the jobs they would 
perform. Instead of being 
born, babies were decanted 
from gestation bottles. A song 
these test tube mothers sang 
went, “Bottle of mine, it’s you 
I’ve always wanted … There 
ain’t no Bottle in all the world 
like that dear old Bottle of 
mine.”

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

SEASON
FROM PAGE 1B

any doubt regarding identi-
fication, be safe and do not 
consume the fungi. Another 

option is to seek out an expe-
rienced mushroom hunter for 
help in making sure the fungi 
in the sack is not harmful.

Mushrooms are one of the 
most underestimated pieces 

of forage food in the area. Yes, 
they are tough to find some-
times, but when found, the 
effort is worth the time. One 
can add mushrooms to almost 
any dish to make it something 

special. 
From adding some fried 

mushrooms to a cold cut sand-
wich to adding wild fungi to 
spaghetti sauce, they are there 
to spice up any dish.

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

around with no luck.
“You need to sleep in a 

motel, get a good night’s 
rest, and search early 
tomorrow,” he advised. 
“Drive from north to south, 
like you did yesterday. May-
be you’ll sight something to 
trigger your memory.”

The trooper’s advice was 
first rate. Next morning 
they spotted some tall met-
al poles, indicating a major 
power transmission line.

“You know, I recall see-
ing those poles just before 
we parked,” Doogie said.  

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Red Cross Blood 
Drive Monday, March 25, 
at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall collected 53 units 
of blood.

Kendra Trine was rec-
ognized for reaching the 
one-gallon mark in blood 
donations.

Volunteers helping at 

March blood drive

Grandview 
Fire Department

Soup Supper
March 30, 2019 4:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Donations of $5.00

Pie 
Hot Dogs - $1.00
Chili or Veg. Soup

Grandview 
Fire Department

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

JUSTIN L. WOOD
Farm Real Estate Broker

455 North Main Street • Decatur, IL 62523
Cell 217-232-9664

jlwood25@gmail.com
www.soycapitalag.com

A DIVISION OF SOY CAPITAL BANK AND TRUST COMPANY

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

YOUR
CHOICE!

Autocraft® Lawn and Garden Batteries

Starting at

Special of
LOWEST 

PRICE 
OF THE 

SEASON!

the month!

$2199

• Daytime, full-time Locate Technician positions available 
• 100% PAID TRAINING • Company vehicle & equipment provided 
• PLUS medical, dental, vision, & life insurance

REQUIREMENTS: 
• Must be able to work outdoors  • HS Diploma or GED  
• Ability to work OT & weekends 
• Must have valid driver’s license with safe driving record

THAT’S THE POWER OF

BRINGING 
EDGAR COUNTY 

TOGETHER … 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

Monday - Friday 9am-6pm,
Saturday 9am - 5pm, Sunday 12-5

812-232-7456 / 812-466-9992
2355 3rd Ave., Terre Haute

“It’s Nicer 
at Nassers

CLEARANCE SALE!

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Pork 
Ribs 

SALE! SALE
$1.99/lb

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TERRE HAUTE — Doing 
genealogical research can be 
time consuming work — col-
lecting family history, digging 
through library materials, sort-
ing out family history — all of 
these activities can sometimes 
be truly hard work.  

For many, one of the hardest 
kinds of research occurs when 
there is an adoption in the fam-
ily or when the researcher is the 
actual adoptee. With Indiana 
laws pertaining to adoption 
having changed on July 1, 2018, 

there is a heightened interest 
among the public in obtaining 
records relating to adoption. 

To help people who are do-
ing adoption related research, 
the Wabash Valley Genealogy 
Society (WVGS) is sponsoring 
a public program titled “Prov-
ing Adoption: I Was Prepared.”  
This program will be led by 
Marlene Polster Monday, April 
8 at the Vigo County Public 
Library in Terre Haute.  Doors 
open at 6 p.m. (EDT) for re-
freshments and fellowship 
with the program starting at 
6:30 p.m. (EDT) and running 

until approximately 8:15 p.m. 
(EDT).

Polster’s research on her ad-
opted father has run the full 
range from hearing about her 
father’s adoption to collecting 
all his papers. In her presenta-
tion, Polster will explain how 
a family member can be pre-
pared when seeking informa-
tion about an adopted family 
member.  She will also go over 
the process that’s involved in 
actually obtaining records relat-
ed to Indiana adoptees. 

Polster is the Indiana Coun-
ty Genealogist for Lake Coun-

ty and vice president of the 
Indiana Genealogical Society. 
She is also a member of sever-
al other genealogical societies 
and works part time in the Lar-
ry J. Clark Genealogy Center 
at the Valparaiso, Ind., Public 
Library.  Polster has been do-
ing genealogical research since 
1994 and speaking and teach-
ing genealogy around Indiana 
since 2006.  

If you want more informa-
tion on this or other WVGS 
programs, check the website 
at www.inwvgs.org or call 812-
230-0631. 

“We’re real close.”
They motored in a zigzag 

pattern for 10 or so minutes, 
never losing sight of the power 
lines.

“There it is right over there 
on our right.” said his wife.  It 
was parked near a couple of 
dump trucks.

The couple drove home-
ward very thankful and a bit 
embarrassed. They also real-
ized that despite an RV’s travel 
advantages, there was also at 
least one imperfection.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)

the event were Kay Haddix, 
Linda Brown, Bob McHenry, 
Bruce Wilkin, Mary Lou Wil-
son, Gladys Frost, Vicki Wil-
son, Rosemary Ogle, Nancy 
Englebright and members of 
the Paris Lions Club.

Brookstone, McDonald’s 
and Larsson, Woodyard & 
Henson provided the canteen 
for the day. The next blood 
draw is April 22.

Geneology and adoption program

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

WASHINGTON – Con-
gressman John Shimkus 
(R-15th District) is now ac-
cepting entries for the 2019 
Congressional Art Compe-
tition. The contest is open to 
high school students in the 
15th Congressional District 
of Illinois. Entries are due by 
May 1.

“This is an annual compe-
tition that we are pleased to 
participate in,” Shimkus said. 
“The winning artwork from 
my district will be displayed 
in Washington, DC, in a tun-
nel that connects the Cannon 
House Office Building to the 
Capitol. Thousands of staff 
and visitors will see the art-
work each day.”  

Acceptable mediums in-
clude: paintings, drawings, 
collages, prints, photographs, 
computer-generated art and 

Art competition
mixed media. Artwork must 
be two-dimensional, no larger 
than 26 inches by 26 inches 
by four inches including the 
frame, cannot weigh more 
than 15 pounds and must be 
original in content. 

Entry forms and a full list 
of guidelines are available at 
shimkus.house.gov/art.

The winning entry will be 
chosen by a panel from the 
district, and the winner will 
also be displayed on Shimkus’ 
website and Facebook Page. 

The winning artist is in-
vited to participate in a cer-
emony in Washington, and 
Southwest Airlines will fly 
him or her and a guest to DC 
for free.

Art teachers and partici-
pants may contact Kristen 
Shull, at 618-252-8271 or via 
email at Kristen.Schull@mail.
house.gov, for more informa-
tion. 
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
mjacobs@prairiepress.net

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. 
New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Powers Bros Construction
*Concrete*
*Demolition*
*Excavating*
*Gravel Drives*
Call 217-419-5393

FOR SALE 4 graves in 
Memorial Gardens. 
Reasonably priced.
 If interested call 
217-463-4575.

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, 
Downtown Paris
217-264-1921 or 
217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently 
used furniture, appliances, 
electronics, baby furniture, 
antiques.  One item to a 
complete household.
 Call Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 
9 am-5 pm.   We pay cash!

2 storage units full of 
furniture, glassware, linens, 
new light fixtures, smalls-must 
clear all out. Cash and checks 
only.  No reasonable offer 
refused. Lots of good bargains. 
Saturday March 30th 9:00 
a.m. - 3:00 p.m Cherry Point 
Craigs Mini-Warehouses-watch 
for signs. All items were 
destined for antique shop. 
Bring loading help and boxes.

2 storage units full of 
furniture, paintings, books, 
dining tables and chairs, dress-
es, display cases, dryer, home 
decor, lots of smalls. Wood 
planking, 1970’s unusual coke 
machine, wicker, children’s 
items. All destined for antique 
shop. All must go.  
Checks and cash only. Bring 
help and boxes. Lots of bar-
gains! AAA Storage on Central 
and Main-watch for signs. One 
day only -Saturday April 6th 
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

FRONT PORCH SALE  
Longaberger Baskets and 
Antiques. 
Friday, April 5th and 
Saturday, April 6th 
9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 
417 Prairie Street, 
Paris  217-465-8342 
Evelyn Hays

Edgar County Right to Life 
Rummage Sale
Knights of Columbus Hall, 
614 N. Main, Paris, IL.
Accepting items 
Wednesday April 3 noon-6pm, 
Thursday April 4 noon-6pm, 
Friday April 5 9am-11am.  
Sale is Friday April 5 3pm-
7pm and Saturday April 6 
8am-11am.  
Mary Taylor 217-264-5342 or 
Evelyn Ring 217-463-2545

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 
1-866-931-8891

Canyata Golf Club
21501 N. 1700th St.
Marshall, IL  62441
Help Wanted
Golf Course 
Maintenance Workers
Apply in person or call
217-826-9550 or 
815-325-2002

Nutrien Ag Solutions, an 
agriculture retail center 
now accepting applications 
for spring farming season. 
Needing plant laborers and/or 
CDL drivers. 
To inquire call 765-665-3090 
or apply in person at 1468 W 
US 36, 
Dana IN  47847

Nutrien Ag Solutions, an 
agriculture retail center in 
Dana Indiana is looking for 
an Administrative Assistant 
for handling office tasks, 
comfortable with computers 
and good communication 
skills. To inquire call 765-665-
3090 or apply in person at 
1468 W US 36, Dana IN  47847

Effingham Equity in Marshall 
is accepting applications 
for seasonal help for spring 
2019 planting season: 
Seasonal Facility Labor 
Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain 
Class A CDL. 
(If Interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP) 
Retirees are encouraged to 
apply. To apply, please contact 
George Dallmier at 
(217) 826-6331 or 
(800) 635-6327

Local company seeking a 
full-time driver. Class A CDL 
required. All local driving. 
100% company paid health 
insurance plus pension. 
Call 217-465-7621

Part time help needed at the 
Edgar County Locker.  Apply 
in person at 116 E. Steidl Road, 
Paris.

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

2 bedroom house for rent.
Redmon, IL
Call 217-884-2234

1 Bedroom House
Newly remodeled
Taking applications
Unfurnished,  No pets
Adults
For viewing call 217-465-4229

2 Bedroom House for Rent
$565/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

3 Bedroom house for rent
$650/mo + deposit
217-463-8800
Leave message

Looking for ground to lease 
for hunting whitetail deer.
 If interested contact Jim at 
724 244 2997.

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and 
AC may be included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Very nice two bedroom apt 
on East Lake with washer, 
dryer, dishwasher, stove 
refrigerator. 
1 yr lease + dep
 $650/mo 
Call 466 8210

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 2br apt 
$550+dep 
Central air. 
217-466-8210

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign 
Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 
217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

Grace Fellowship Church at 
200 E Elliott Street, Paris is 
starting a new series 
“Getting A Grip On the Basics” 
Wednesday April 3rd 7-8 p.m.. 
Serving coffee - 
everyone welcome. 
Taught by Pastor Kathy Knight

The Spring cleaning at St. 
Mary’s Cemetery will begin 
April 1, 2019. 
All winter decorations 
including artificial decorations 
will be removed.
Please remove what 
you wish to keep. 
Spring-summer decorations 
may be placed the second 
week of April.

Need information on Tanner 
School; class pictures, names, 
janitors and teachers. 
Will pay for any pictures. 
Thank you, Thelda Pitts
217-251-1395 or 217-463-4148

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a 
FREE referral to an attorney! 
Call the Illinois State Bar 
Association Illinois Lawyer 
Finder The advice you need 
877-270-3855 or 
htps:/www.isba.org/public/
illinoislawyerfinder

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 
60 MB per second speed No 
contract or commitment. More 
Channels. Faster Internet. 
Unlimited Voice. 
Call 1-877-649-4346

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) 
Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and 
More! 
Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-409-3253

Financial Benefits for those 
facing serious illness. You may 
qualify for a Living Benefit 
Loan today 
(up to 50 percent of your 
Life Insurance Policy Death 
Benefit.)
 Free Information. 
CALL 1-855-837-9896

*** Colman’s RV *** 
We buy/consign used 
Campers & RV’s! 
217-583-4023 
www.colmansrv.com

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN To 
the legal voters, residents of 
the Town of Elbridge in the 
county of Edgar and State of 
Illinois, that the Annual Town 
Meeting of said Town will take 
place on Tuesday, April 9, 2019 
being the second Tuesday of 
said month at the hour of 6:30 
PM at the Townhouse on 500th 
Road.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

OF ILLINOIS, 
EDGAR COUNTY
PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
CINDY L. SOUGHERS
Deceased.

No. 2019-P-10

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
CINDY L. SOUGHERS.  Letters 
of Office were issued on March 
4, 2019, to DENNIS RUNYAN, 
1102 Chestnut, Johnston 
City, IL 62951 and JEFFREY 
RUNYAN, 22395 Bette Avenue, 
Port Charlotte, FL 33954 as 
Independent Co-Executors, 
whose Attorney is S. Craig 
Smith, Asher & Smith, 1119 
N. Main Street, P.O. Box 340, 
Paris, IL 61944.

  Claims against the Estate 
may be filed in the Office of 
the Clerk of the Court at the 
Edgar County Courthouse, 

Paris, Illinois, 61944, or with 
the representative, or both, on 
or before September 18, 2019 
(at least six months fromt he 
date of the first publication), 
and any claim not filed within 
that period is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to 
the representative and to the 
attorney within ten days after 
it has been filed.

Dated this 8th day of March, 
2019.

DENNIS RUNYAN and 
JEFFREY RUNYAN
Representatives

Craig Smith
Asher & Smith
1119 N. Main Street
P.O. Box 340
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217/465-6444
Fax: 217-463-2486

TAX DEED NO. 2016TX1(21)
FILED March 7, 2019

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, 
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK; Daniel 
D. Tomes; Preferred Bank; 
Occupant; Clayton Tomes; 
Leslie Wright a/k/a Leslie 
Tomes; Stephen E. Leonard;  
UNKNOWN OWNERS OR 
PARTIES INTERESTED; AND 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.

  This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property:

Lots Nos. 4, 5 and 6 in Block 2 
in J. H. McGrew’s Subdivision of 
Lot 5 of W. S. Brown’s Addition 
to the Village of Kansas, Edgar 
County, Illinois.

SUBJECT to road rights of 
way, waterways, easements, 
reservations, exceptions and 
limitations in use, existence or 
of record, if any.

Property Index Number 
08-16-26-189-001

   On July 11, 2019 at 1:30 p.m. 
the Petitioner intends to make 
application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed 
be issued. The real estate was 
sold on October 27, 2016 for 
general taxes of the year 2015.  
The period of redemption will 
expire July 8, 2019.

Kathleen A. Kyndberg, 
Attorney for Petitioner
(618) 457-4586

TAX DEED NO. 2016TX1(22)
FILED March 7, 2019

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, EDGAR 
COUNTY CLERK; Tammy 
Cooley a/k/a Tammy Shanks; 
Bradley Cooley; Occupant;  
UNKNOWN OWNERS OR 
PARTIES INTERESTED; AND 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.

  This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property:

The South 47 feet of the North 
107 feet of Lot Nos. 13 and 14 
in Ten Broeck’s and Others’ 
Addition to the Town, now City, 
of Paris, situated in the County 
of Edgar, in the State of Illinois.

Property Index Number 
09-18-01-303-012

  On July 11, 2019 at 1:30 p.m. 
the Petitioner intends to make 
application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed 
be issued. The real estate was 
sold on October 27, 2016 for 
general taxes of the year 2015.  
The period of redemption will 
expire July 8, 2019.

Kathleen A. Kyndberg, 
Attorney for Petitioner
(618) 457-4586

TAX DEED NO. 2016TX1(23)
FILED March 7, 2019

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, 
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK; 
Jeremy Malone; Carrie Malone; 
Occupant; Cameron Malone; 
The Morris Plan Company of 
Terre Haute Inc.; U.S. Bank 
NA, Successor Trustee to Bank 
of America NA, Successor in 
interest to LaSalle Bank NA, 
Successor Trustee, on behalf 
of the Registered Holders of 
Bear Stearns Asset Backed 
Securities I LLC, Asset 
Backed Certificates, Series 
2004-FR3, BY JPMORGAN 
CHASE BANK, NA, ITS 
ATTORNEY IN FACT, BY SELECT 
PORTFOLIO SERVICING, 
INC., ITS ATTORNEY IN FACT;  
UNKNOWN OWNERS OR 
PARTIES INTERESTED; AND 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.

  This is NOTICE of the filing of 

the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property:

Lots No. 8 and 9 of the County 
Clerk’s Subdivision of Out 
Lot No. 244 of the City of 
Paris, as shown by Plat of said 
Subdivision recorded in Plat 
Book 2, Pages 446-9, situated 
in Edgar County, Illinois.
Property Index Number 
09-18-02-434-006

  On July 11, 2019 at 1:30 p.m. 
the Petitioner intends to make 
application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed 
be issued. The real estate was 
sold on October 27, 2016 for 
general taxes of the year 2015.  
The period of redemption will 
expire July 8, 2019.

Kathleen A. Kyndberg, 
Attorney for Petitioner
(618) 457-4586

NOTICE  - Mowing Bid

Buck Township is seeking bids 
for the mowing of the Township 
Garage for the 2019 Mowing 
Season.  Please mail bids along 
with proof of insurance to 
Buck Township.  Bids must be 
received by Tuesday, April 9th.  
Mail to:  Buck Township, PO Box 
47, Redmon, IL 61949.

The Board of Education of 
Paris Community Unit School 
District No. 4 will hold a Public 
Hearing Wednesday, April 10, 
2019 at 6:15 p.m. in the board-
room at Crestwood School 
located at 15601 US HWY 150, 
Paris, IL.

The purpose of said hearing will 
be to receive public comment 
on a renewal of a waiver appli-
cation that allows the children 
of full-time employees who 
do not reside in the District to 
attend Paris Community Unit 
School District No. 4 without 
the requirement to pay tuition. 
(105 ILCS 5/10-20.12a)

Paul Porter – Secretary

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS, 

IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of 
NELLIE L. VAIL, 
deceased.

Cause No. 2019-P13                               

CLAIM NOTICE
 
  Notice is given of the death 
of NELLIE L. VAIL of Kansas, 
Edgar County, Illinois.  Letters 
of Office were issued on March 
19, 2019, to JAMES N. VAIL, as 
Independent Executor, 106 
Hollingsworth Road, Kansas, 
Illinois 61933, whose attorney 
is DREW P. GRIFFIN, of JONES 
& GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, P.C., 
110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8, 
Paris, Illinois 61944.

  Claims against the Estate 
may be filed in the office of the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court at 
the Edgar County Courthouse, 
Paris, Illinois 61944, or with 

the representative, or both, on 
or before September 24, 2019, 
and any claim not filed within 
that period is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with the clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to 
the representative and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it 
has been filed.

  DATED this 21st day of 
March, 2019.

JAMES N. VAIL, Independent 
Executor of the Estate of
NELLIE L. VAIL, 
deceased

Drew P. Griffin
JONES & GRIFFIN 
LAW OFFICES, P.C. 
110 E. Washington, 
P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Tele: (217) 465-7525
Fax:  (217) 466-2230

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

EDGAR COUNTY 
PARIS, ILLINOIS 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF  
VIRGINIA L. ESKEW, 
Deceased

No 2019 P 6

CLAIM NOTICE
 
    Notice is given of the death 
of VIRGINIA L. ESKEW. Letters 
of Office were issued to GARY 
J. ESKEW as Independent 
Executor, whose attorney is 
FRUIN & KASH (Richard M. 
Kash, Jr.), 129 N. Central Ave., 
Paris, IL 61944. 

    Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office of the 
Circuit Clerk of the Court at 
the Edgar County Courthouse, 
Paris, Illinois, 61944, or with 
the representative, or both, 
on or before September 30, 
2019, (which is at least six 
months from the date of first 
publication of this Notice) and 
any claim not filed within the 
applicable period is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed. 

GARY J. ESKEW 
INDEPENDENT EXECUTOR 

FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.) 
129 N. Central Ave. 
Paris, IL 61944 
Phone: 217/ 465-4196 
FAX: 217/ 466-1213

Storage Express will hold 
public auctions ending on 
APRIL 11, 2019, to satisfy liens 
held on delinquent accounts 
located at the below properties 
and ending at the assigned 
times.  The auction is an online 
auction conducted at 
www.storagetreasures.com.
610 E Jasper St, Paris, IL 
@ 12:00 PM CST:  
Jerome Board (309-060); 
Tammy Kerrick (309-168).

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

AUCTION!  AUCTION!  AUCTION!
Sunday, April 14th @ Noon IL Time

Antiques, furniture, primitives, collectibles @ more! 

Always Taking Consignments! 
Give Us A Call! 

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

Now Hiring for Production Operators

Simonton Windows & Doors
Open Interviews 

Every Tuesday from 1pm – 3pm and 5pm – 7p 

Apply online at 
www.plygem.com/careers
13263 Illinois Highway 133
Paris, IL 61944

STEPHANIE
KIRBY

CALL
246-8900

Seeking Store Manager in Paris
Responsibilities Include

Leading and Motivate Employees • Outstanding 
Customer Service • Scheduling • Cash Controls  

• Inventory Controls • Meeting Set Goals.

Applicant Qualities/Skills Required
Leader with strong work ethic • Good communication 

and interpersonal skills • Highly organized  
• Self-motivated • Goal driven • Fun & Friendly •

Customer service oriented • Fair, firm & consistent

Education
• High School Diploma preferred

• Experience in Management preferred
• Experience in food service preferred

The job offers competitive wages, excellent working 
environment, growth opportunities, paid time off, 

paid holidays, flexible scheduling, incentive 
programs and bonus opportunities.

Interested individuals should send their updated 
resumes to Justin Johnson

subman_247@yahoo.com and fill out a manager 
application on www.mysubwaycareer.com.
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ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given 
that on March 26, 2019 a 
certificate was filed in the 
Office of the County Clerk of 
Edgar County, Illinois, setting 
forth the names and post office 
address of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and trans-
acting the business known as:

BETTY LORENZEN d/b/a 
COCO FLAMINGO NAIL SALON 
& BOUTIQUE

Located at : 15721 US Hwy 36
Chrisman, IL 61924

Owner(s): Betty Lorenzen

Dated: March 26, 2019

August H. Griffin
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
To the legal voters, residents of 

the Town of Paris in the County 
of Edgar and State of Illinois, 
that the Annual Town Meeting 
of said Town will take place on 
Tuesday, April 9, 2019 being the 
second Tuesday of said month 
at the hour of 6:00 o’clock P.M. 
at the Paris Township Building
204 Ten Broeck Street
For the transaction of General 
Business
James H. Mathis, Town Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE

All personal property currently 
stored in space #73 of Craig’s 
Warehouse Inc. located at 1103 
Cherry Pt. St. Paris, IL 61944 
rented to Skylar Fitzsimmons 
shall be sold or otherwise dis-
posed of pursuant to the Self 
Storage Facility Act on April 
6 at 10:00 am at the above 
location.

Craig’s Warehouse Inc.
By: Debbie Lowe

PUBLIC NOTICE

All personal property cur-
rently stored in Space #10 of 
Washington Street Storage lo-
cated at 605 West Washington 
Street, Paris, Illinois 61944 
rented to Charlene Hammonds 
shall be sold or otherwise dis-
posed of pursuant to the Self 
Storage Facility Act on April 6 
at 11:00 am Illinois time, at the 
above location.

Washington Street Storage
By: Debbie Lowe

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING ON

TOWNSHIP AND 
ROAD DISTRICT BUDGETS

NOTICE is given that a 
Tentative Budget and 
Appropriation Ordinance for 
the TOWN OF SHILOH, in Edgar 
County, Illinois, for the fiscal 
year beginning April 1, 2019, 
and ending March 31, 2020, 
and a Tentative Budget and 
Appropriation Ordinance for 

Road Purposes for the SHILOH 
ROAD DISTRICT, in Edgar 
County, Illinois, for the fiscal 
year beginning April 1, 2019, 
and ending March 31, 2020, 
will be on file and conveniently 
available for public inspec-
tion at the home of RANDY 
GRAFTON, Hume, Illinois, from 
and after 5:00 o’clock p.m., 
Friday, March 29, 2019.
   
NOTICE is further given that 
a public hearing on said 
Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance will be held at 7:15 
p.m., Tuesday, April 9, 2019, at 
the Shiloh Town Hall, and that 
final hearing and action on 
this Ordinance will be taken at 
a regularly scheduled board 
meeting thereafter.

   DATED this 28th day of March, 
2019.

RANDY GRAFTON, 
Supervisor
KENDRA SADDORIS, 
Town Clerk 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS

In the Matter of the Estate of
RONALD G. INGRAM,
Deceased.
 
No. 2019-P-15  

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
Ronald G. Ingram. Letters of 
Office were issued on March                 
27, 2019, to Jeffrey Ingram, 
9741 Spring Hill Place, 
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129, as 
Independent Executor whose 
attorney is Karen L. Burkybile, 
15175 US HWY 150, Paris, IL 
61944.

   Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office of 
the Clerk of the Court at the 
Edgar County Courthouse, 
Paris, Illinois 61944, or with 
the representative, or both on 
or before September 30, 2019, 

(at least 6 months from the 
date of the 1st publication), 
and any claim not filed within 
that period is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to 
the representative and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it 
has been filed.
  
Dated this 27th day of March, 
2019.     
 Jeffrey Ingram, 
Representative

Karen L. Burkybile
Attorney At Law
15175 US HWY 150
Paris, IL 61944
(217) 465-5525 

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Horizon Health is of-
fering discounted health 
screenings during April at 
two of its locations. 

The dates and locations 
are 7-9 a.m. April 5 at 
the Paris Clinic, 727 East 
Court Street, and 7:30-
9:30 a.m. April 9 at the 
Chrisman Clinic, 112 West 
Madison Avenue.

Leighsa Cornwell, com-

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Thursday night music is 
returning to Twin Lakes Park 
this summer. 

Chris Redman, superin-
tendent of streets, alleys and 
parks, presented the com-
pleted schedules of bands 
performing free concerts in 
Spicer Pavilion at Twin Lakes 
Park during the Paris Park 
Board meeting, Tuesday, 
March 26. 

His presentation remind-
ed park board member Jodi 
Theirl of previous discus-
sions about offering the park 
as a venue for high school 
students with bands to have 
public performances.

“Maybe we just need to try 

it a couple of times this sum-
mer just to see how it goes,” 
said Theirl.

There was some discussion 
about starting any teen band 
performances later on Friday 
evenings, but Redman cau-
tioned against starting too 
late. He said the park offi-
cially closes at 10 p.m. so the 
concerts must conclude early 
enough for people to clear 
out. 

Board member Melinda 
Young volunteered to help 
Theirl with plans for some 
more teen oriented concerts.

An impromptu Facebook 
survey by board president 
Cliff Macke was an attempt 
to gain public input for what 
improvements the city parks, 

need. The other board mem-
bers questioned if any use-
ful information was actually 
gathered since the postings 
quickly devolved into com-
plaints, many without foun-
dation.

Redman said some state-
ments reflected a general lack 
of knowledge about issues. In 
particular, he found the calls 
to place teeter-totters, bigger 
slides and merry-go-rounds 
in the playgrounds annoying.

“What people don’t real-
ize is that 20 years ago when 
I started with the city we had 
to take those things out at the 
insistence of the insurance 
companies,” said Redman.

Complaints were posted 
about locked restrooms sug-

gesting a key check out sys-
tem.

Redman said the restrooms 
at Twin Lakes are not locked 
and other parks, but not all, 
have porta potties. 

“Both Sunrise and Sun-
set have restrooms that have 
been totally destroyed,” said 
Redman, adding his budget 
is insufficient to repair those 
building and the doors are 
kept locked because the facil-
ities are unusable. 

Some suggestions were 
gleaned from responses such 
as installing a shelter at Sylvi-
an Park.

“We have it on our idea 
list,” board member Brenda 
Martin said regarding a shel-
ter for Sylvian Park.

2019 Music in the Park 
schedule announced

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The popular Music in 
the Park returns Thursday 
nights in Twin Lakes Park. 
The free performances 
start May 23 and continue 
weekly through Aug. 30.

Here are the bands 
scheduled to appear:

May 23 – the 71 Band 
playing music from the 
1960s.

May 30 – Back Home 
Band playing country and 
classic rock.

June 6 – Faust Hays & 
Rhoads playing classic rock 
and country.

June 13 – One Foot In 

Musician lineup
playing 1960s rock.

June 20 – Jim Easter & the 
Radio Kings playing music 
from the 1950 and 1960s.

June 27 – The Dave Frisse 
Band plays in a wide variety 
of genres.

July 4 – Fishback playing 
classic rock.

July 11 – The Fabulous 
Hoedads playing classic rock 
and country.

July 18 – Sister Kate play-
ing classic rock.

July 25 – Lemon Brothers 
Band playing classic rock and 
country.

Aug. 1 – Buzz Factory play-
ing blues and rock.

Aug. 8 – Sawyer Brothers 
playing country music.

Aug. 15 – Troy Stone Band 
playing classic rock.

Aug. 22 – Ambush Band 
playing country.

Aug. 30 – Randy Rhoads & 
Rhadioplay performing clas-
sic rock. 

2019 Music in 
the Park includes 
blues, rock, 
country and some 
classic hits

Horizon Health has 
discounted screenings

munity health and disease 
management coordinator at 
Horizon Health, will provide 
blood pressure, blood sugar 
and lipid panel (HDL, LDL, 
and triglycerides) screenings. 
The cost for all three screen-
ings is $25 at each location. 

For blood sugar tests, pa-
tients are asked to fast eight 
hours prior to the screening.

Appointments are required 
and may be scheduled by call-
ing 217-466-4228.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — The 
Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Econom-
ic Opportunity (DCEO) 
announced winter heat-
ing assistance through the 
Low-Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LI-
HEAP) is still available. 

Heating assistance and 
Reconnection Assistance 
(RA) applications will be 
processed through May 31, 
or until funding is exhaust-
ed.   Even households that 
already applied for and re-
ceived LIHEAP (bill pay-
ment assistance, but not the 
full RA benefit) since Octo-
ber 1, 2018, may be eligible 
for the RA benefit.  

Reconnection Assis-
tance is available for eligible 
households who are discon-
nected from their energy 
source needed for heating or 
are under imminent threat 
of disconnection (are within 
7 days of being disconnect-
ed or have less than 25 per-
cent in their propane tank).  
The RA benefit may also 
be approved to help adults 
who are trying to establish 
heat-related energy services.  
RA is provided to eligible 
households if a) it will en-
sure reconnection and b) if 
the household has made a 
good faith effort to maintain 
energy services and/or can 
pay a portion of the balance 
due to the energy vendor, 
when applicable.

“We understand we’re 
coming out of an extreme-
ly cold winter and Illinois 
residents’ heating bills are 
probably higher than they 
anticipated,” said Erin Guth-
rie, Acting DCEO Director. 
“This program was created 
to help our most vulnerable 
residents remain healthy, 
safe and warm during the 
winter months.”

 A single-person house-
hold can qualify with a 
monthly gross income of 
up to $1,518; a two-person 
household up to $2,058; a 
family of three can earn up 

to $2,598; and a family of 
four can earn up to $3,138. 
Benefits are paid directly to 
energy vendors on behalf of 
eligible households. The ex-
ception is households whose 
heating costs are included in 
their rent.

Customers must bring 
all required documentation 
when applying for assis-
tance, including:

• Proof of gross income 
from all household members 
for the previous 30-day in-
come period, beginning with 
the date of the application.

• A copy of their current 
heat and electric bills issued 
within the last 30 days (if 
they pay for their energy di-
rectly).

• A copy of their rental 
agreement (if they are rent-
ing) showing that utilities 
are included, the monthly 
rental amount and landlord 
contact information.

• Proof of Social Security 
numbers for all household 
members.

• Proof that their house-
hold received TANF or oth-
er benefits, such as Medical 
Eligibility or SNAP, if re-
ceiving assistance from the 
Illinois Department of Hu-
man Services.

LIHEAP heating assis-
tance applications, including 
Reconnection Assistance, 
will continue to be accept-
ed through May 31, 2019 or 
until funding is exhausted.  
Applications are taken on a 
first-come, first-served basis.

LIHEAP is a state and 
federally funded energy as-
sistance program for low-in-
come families in which heat-
ing bill payments are made 
on behalf of households. LI-
HEAP applications are pro-
cessed through a network of 
35 local administering agen-
cies around the state.

For a complete listing of 
LIHEAP’s local administer-
ing agencies and additional 
information about the pro-
gram, go to www.liheapIll-
inois.com, or call the LI-
HEAP toll-free hotline at 1 
877 411-WARM (9276).

LIHEAP energy 
assistance is still 
available

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

KANSAS – The Kansas 
School District has released 
the third quarter honor roll 
for junior high and high 
school.

Seventh grade: high hon-
ors, Emily Drummond, 
Katey Ehlers, Ella Noel; 
honors, Todd Morris.

Eighth grade: high hon-

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

KANSAS – Numerous 
awards were made to ele-
mentary students during 
the third quarter in the 
Kansas School District.

First grade: perfect at-
tendance, Xzavier Batson, 
Harper Boedecker and 
Jaxson Creech; citizen-
ship, Katelynn Norton and 
Nathan Gough; shooting 
star award, Jason Gano, 
Nathan Gough, Kruz Lee, 
Katelynn Norton and 
Dylan Vice; all A’s, Ryder 
Adams, Harper Boedeck-
er, Jaxson Creech, Jenna 
Gough, Kennedee Guyer, 
Kyson Norman, Ella Sta-
ley, Henry Tate and Den-
im Wheeler; B.U.G. award, 

Kansas school district’s honor roll
ors, Brooke Baker and Jackson 
Ehlers; honors, JT Clore, Wy-
att Knoll, Jonathan Melton, 
Carter Phillips, Kindre Quick, 
Tristan Quick, Collin Rhoads 
and McKinsey Tate.

Ninth grade: high honors, 
Meredith Morrisey; honors, 
Jacob Caldwell, Bryce Farr, 
Alexis Gallion and Olivia 
Noel. 

Tenth grade: high honors, 

Melia Eskew and Caleb Da-
vidson; honors, Grace Bar-
tels, McKayla Brown, Levi 
Coonce, Megan Fulk, Marita 
King, Zoie Parker and Aydon-
ne Sutton.

Eleventh grade: high honors, 
Grace Harmon, Nick Mitchell 
and Cailynne Phillips; honors, 
Ann Brown, Natalee Gough, 
Brianna Lowry and Catherine 
Shick.

Twelfth grade: high honors, 
Olivia Allison, Lucas Alvarez, 
Grace Burnside, Bailey Drum-
mond, Maiya Eskew. Sean 
Harrison, Grace Hammond, 
Morgan Houia, Malte Kleink-
necht, Trenton Pinnell and Ivy 
Shanks; honors, Haylie Bolton, 
Blake Lee, Madison Fulk, Zach 
Harris, Anthony Jones, Blake 
Lee, Melania Noel and Mason 
York. 

Kansas third quarter elementary awards
Jenna Gough, Ella Staley and 
Henry Tate.

Second grade: perfect at-
tendance, Ariel Huang and 
Maci Hutchcraft; citizenship, 
Maci Hutchcraft; B.U.G. 
award, Maddox Adams and 
Jaxson Jones; shooting star 
award, Maddox Adams, 
Chennel Campbell, Maci 
Hutchcraft, Brian Inman, 
Jameson Jones, Jaxson Jones, 
Patty Robison and

Aubree Shannon; all A’s, 
Abdisa Eskew, Axel Ham-
mond, Ariel Huang, Edith 
Judd, Carter Rhoads and 
Gavin Standish.

Third grade: perfect at-
tendance, Russell McIntyre; 
citizenship, Maria Ehlers; 
shooting star award, Izaiah 
Batson, Aubrey Hannah, Rus-

sel McIntyre, Maloree Morris, 
Kaden Price, Jlynn Westfall 
and Grace Wright; all A’s, 
Alexis Conley, Maria Ehlers, 
Hugar Morrisey and Anthony 
Smith; B.U.G. award, Izaiah 
Batson, Aubrey Hannah, Ma-
loree Morris and Jlynn West-
fall.

Fourth grade: perfect atten-
dance, Aubrey Brandenburg, 
Addison Heltsley, Natalie 
Knoll, Cara Phillips and Jes-
se Westfall; citizenship, Ben 
Schrock; honor roll, Wesley 
Baker, Karter Brown, Brooke-
lyn Gough, Addison Helt-
sley, Lincoln Judd, Natalie 
Knoll, Landen Paugh, Cara 
Phillips and Ben Schrock; all 
A’s, Karter Brown, Brooke-
lyn Gough, Lincoln Judd and 
Landen Paugh.

Fifth grade: perfect atten-
dance, Gage Hammond and 
Ralynn Tate; citizenship, 
Noah Sill and Laila Rankin; 
principal award, Laila Rankin; 
honor roll, Lainey Ehlers, Lai-
la Rankin, Noah Sill, Gage 
Hammond, Joe Shonk and 
Danielle Batchelor; all A’s, 
Lainey Ehlers, Laila Rankin 
and Noah Sill.

Sixth grade: perfect atten-
dance, Conner Johnson; cit-
izenship, Conner Johnson; 
honor roll, Ariana Sluder, 
Rick Brandenburg, Tajanae 
Calloway, Conner Johnson, 
Nate Eskew and Madilynn 
Rideout; all A’s, Ariana Slud-
er; principal’s award, Nate Es-
kew, Conner Johnson, Mad-
ilynn Rideout and Ariana 
Sluder.

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?
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This Month’s Guide for Staying Healthy 

Employed Providers 
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Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Author Brian K. Morris adds a touch of whimsy to the recent job 
fair at Chrisman High School. He talked to visitors about what it 
takes to write and the option of self-publishing.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
Shiloh High School junior Lane Bisby tests himself at the chin-up station set up by the U.S. 
Marine Corps for the Chrisman High School Job Fair. In the background, a soldier helps another 
student come down after successfully scaling the Army’s rock climbing wall but getting stuck at 
the top. The job fair for Chrisman, Shiloh, Kansas and Oakland high schools included branches of 
the Armed Services, local businesses, colleges and volunteer opportunities like the Chrisman Fire 
Department, the Northern Edgar County Ambulance and the Paris Center of Fine Arts.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Lillie Cox, a junior at Shiloh 
High School, made it to the 
top of the climbing wall set 
up by the U.S. Army at the 
Chrisman High School job fair 
March 30.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Students from Chrisman, Shiloh, Kansas and Oakland high schools filled the Chrisman High School gym Tuesday, March 26, for a 
job fair. The event gave students a chance to learn more about local employment opportunities, what it takes to start a career in 
some fields, continuing education opportunities and military service.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Leighsa Cornwell, a nurse at Horizon Health, talks to some 
young women about health career opportunities during the job 
fair Tuesday, March 26, at Chrisman High School.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Kristin Chittick of the Paris Center of Fine Arts has a booth at 
the Chrisman High School job fair explaining all of the skills 
needed and career paths available through theater and the 
performing arts that don’t require musical and acting talents. 
PCOFA is a non-profit and does not have a permanent staff 
of employees, but Chittick was pleased that several students 
expressed interest in volunteering to help the theater.

Chrisman Job Fair attracts crowd
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